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From The Minister’s Pen

Questioning One’s Salvation

W

hile most denominations vary widely in
their unique doctrines, when it comes
to the plan of salvation they mostly agree on
the doctrine of faith only. Typically associated with this teaching is a statement regarding
their acceptance of other denominational bodies as part of the church as a whole. They will
then state that they will gladly accept into
their membership those from other denominations. This statement is usually accompanied
with the idea that the denomination doesn’t
question the salvation of those in other denominations. The question should be answered: “Does the Bible teach that we should
question our salvation and the salvation of
others?”
It should be noted that Jesus’ ministry
involved questioning the salvation of others.
Jesus’ primary work was to teach and preach
the gospel to the house of Israel (Matthew
15:24). These were God’s covenant people,
yet Jesus called them “lost sheep.” Because
their salvation was in jeopardy, Jesus appropriately told them to “repent or perish” (Luke
13:3, 5). Upon multiple occasions Jesus
called for their repentance (Matthew 4:17,
9:13, 11:20-21, Luke 15:7,10) and even declared to them that they would be lost if they
did not (Luke 10:12-14). These were Jesus’
fellow Jews, and yet, He questioned their salvation.

The apostles also questioned the salvation
of those who were saved. Consider the example of Simon the Sorcerer. Acts 8:13 states:
“Then Simon himself believed also:
and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were
done.”
Simon was a believer; Simon was baptized. According to Mark 16:16, Simon was
saved. However, not long after this Peter
questioned Simon’s salvation when Simon
sought to purchase the ability to bestow miracles. Peter said to Simon, “Thou hast neither
part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not
right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of
this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps
the thought of thine heart may be forgiven
thee. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity” (Acts
8:21-23). Simon was a Christian, yet his salvation was questioned.
Consider also the frequent words of warning that Paul gives regarding over-confidence
toward salvation. 1 Corinthians 10:12 states
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall.” Second Corinthians
13:5 says “Examine yourselves, whether ye
be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know
ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ
is in you, except ye be reprobates?” And there

were some that became reprobate to the faith.
Consider Paul’s words to Timothy regarding
Hymenaeus and Alexander. He said that they
had put away a good conscience and made
shipwreck of the faith (1 Timothy 1:19-20).
Yes, he questioned their salvation.
There are many in the world today who
think they are saved when they haven’t been.
We must question the “salvation” of these as
well. Jesus said in Matthew 7:21-23
“Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
Those were some who thought they were
saved when they were not; would it not have
been better for them to have had someone
question their “salvation?” Wouldn’t someone who isn’t really saved be eternally grateful if we will simply question whether or not
they are saved to ensure that they are doing
the will of the Father? We should think they
would.
There are some Christians who fail to
question the salvation of others, thinking,
supposedly, that they are doing them a great
service. However, they are actually doing
them great harm. A true Christian friend will
encourage someone to examine their life by
comparing it to the teaching that is found in
the Bible and also to make correction where
correction needs to be made. Questioning
someone’s salvation isn’t an act of betrayal,
it’s an act of love; it’s an act that just may lift
someone out of hell and into heaven
(Galatians 6:1). Ask the question — “Are
you sure you’re saved?”

THREE TIMELESS
QUESTIONS
Before beginning a Bible study with a nonChristian, there are three very good questions to ask. If the answer to any one of the
three questions is “No”, then there would be
little or no reason to continue with the session.
Upon examination of these questions, however, we can see that they are relevant to the
state of the Christian as well. Examine these
questions and reflect upon your own attitude.
1. Do you really want to do what is
right? In every aspect of your life, do you
really want to do what is right? What is your
standard and goal as a spouse? As a parent? As a child? As a boss? As an employee?
As a neighbor? As a citizen? “Now I pray to
God that ye do no evil; not that we should
appear approved, but that ye should do
that which is honest, though we be as reprobates” (2 Cor. 13:7).
2. Are you ready for the Bible to tell you
what is right? Of course, we recognize that
the Bible is the standard for what is right. It is
imperative that we turn to the Holy Scripture
for the proper instructions. Our behavior in
every part of our lives must be based upon
biblical guidance. One is reminded of
David’s attitude reflected in Psalm 119:128:
“Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and I hate every
false way.”
3. Are you willing to do what the Bible
says right now? Good counsel does no good
if it is not heeded. Procrastination will damage any worthwhile endeavor. For example,
marriages grow weaker by the minute if
good principles of strength are ignored or
delayed. The Bible plainly states that it is a
sin to know to do good and not do it (James
4:17). Procrastination is especially deadly
when it comes to spiritual matters. “Behold,
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s

DEAR VISITOR, we gladly welcome you to
the worship service of New Golden Hts.
Church of Christ, trusting that if you are
seeking Christ you will find Him here. Because we are concerned about where you
will spend eternity, we encourage you to do
any or all of the following:
• Enroll in our free Bible Correspondence
Course. Study the Bible in the privacy of
your home; ask any Bible question at any
time; receive a certificate upon completion
of the course. Check the appropriate box
on your visitor’s card.
• Request a private, individualized Bible class
in your home or at the church building. This
class is free of any charge or obligation.
• Visit our website for information about the
church of Christ and listen to sermons.
• Worship with us again soon—and often.

Everyone Welcome
Praying for Our Church, Community,
World and Each Other

THIS WEDNESDAY @ 7:00PM

We invite you to speak with the Minister
if you have questions about anything you
hear or see in our worship. Please indicate you desire on your visitor’s card.

This Saturday
9:30AM

Plan to participate and share the Gospel.

eb

Make every effort to be present for Bible
study this Wednesday evening.
QUIZ: How does this picture relate to Christian
fellowship? (Come on Wednesday if you don’t know)
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Baptized Aug. 27th
Kenneth Harris
Latosha Rattray
Bridget Stewart
MEMBERS and VISITORS!!
We invite you to join us
for Sunday school each
week at 9:00 am. Classes
are available for adults
and children, beginning at
age 2. The Sound Doctrine class (Chapel) is coed
and is open to all members (ages 18 and older).
There also are other classes for adult Ladies
(auditorium) and for adult Men (Fellowship
Hall)
If you have or know children who want to
attend Sunday school but don't have transportation, then the church bus can pick them
up! If you send your child(ren) on the church
bus, you can feel confident that they are in
good hands. Each bus has a capable attendant
who assists in the loading and unloading of
the children and directs them to their class.

Call if a ride is needed for Sunday AM,
Sunday PM or Wednesday PM
954-599-9195 (Elijah Thompson) or
954-591-3140 (James Franklin)

—AVAILABLE FOR ALL SERVICES—

Bible Study (5:00PM) ...........................
Sick Ministry (7:00PM)..........................
Prayer Service (7:00PM) .....................
Search & Rescue Ministry (7:00PM) ...
Word on the Street (9:30AM) ............

TODAY
Sept. 4
Sept. 6
Sept. 7
Sept. 9

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances, Martha
Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Barbara Adams, Sharon Berrian, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Raf Campbell, Charlie Crawford, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha
Denmark, Kristin Dicks, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho,
Sharon Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny
Eugene., Daniel Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett,
Hanley Freeman, John-Billy Glover, Linda Green, Cora
Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Joe Holland, Vernon Holland, Lois
Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin, Veanna Irvin, Brad Johnson,
Becky Johnson, Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis
Johnson, Chicago Jones, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins,
Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons, Johnnie McClain, Isaac
McDowell, Elouise Mash, Suzanna Middleton, Sharon
Monroe, Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita, Jimmy
Newson, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Shay Roache,
Akiko Robinson, Rachel Scoggins, Shirley Seays, Richard
& Jean Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton, Ernest
& Mae Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P.
Walker, Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker,
Ray Watson, Joshua Webb, Marie Webb, Ranspord
Webley, Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles
Williams, Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of SEPTEMBER
MORNING
Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Glenn Barbee

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, L. Frazier
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee, C. Jean, B. Davis, D. Gray,

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

M. Allen, A. Dangleben

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, D. Gray, M. Allen, A. Dangleben
Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks,

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
Ladies Class
Men’s Class
Sound Doctrine Class
*GOAL MET

August 27, 2017

ATTENDANCE
GOAL
NUMBER
10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
65
30
80
Total:

4
3
9
3
16*
5
12
38
18
64

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
150.00
150.00
200.00

172

$

3.00
5.00
32.50*
5.00
26.00
39.05
93.56
148.00

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK
AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

COLLECTION
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

$ 352.11

S ERM O N N O T E S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2017)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
100

ACTUAL
08/27/2017
157
172
41
4
5

