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From The Minister’s Pen

B i b l e S c ho o l At t e nda nc e R e po rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

Vain Faith

F

aith is absolutely essential if one wants to
be saved. The Hebrew writer said, “But
without faith it is impossible to please him;
for he that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). Paul
wrote about being “justified by faith”
(Romans 5:1). But while faith is essential, it
is important to understand that we must have
the right kind of faith as it is described in the
New Testament. If we do not, then whatever
faith we do have will be worthless or in vain.
Exactly how can faith become of no value to
us? There are two ways.
.

When We Do Receive and Stand
on the Word
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto
you the gospel which I preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and
wherein ye stand; by which also ye are
saved, if ye keep in memory what I
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:1-2).
The gospel that Paul preached was “...the
power of God unto salvation” (Romans
1:16). But this salvation was conditional –
not just for the non-Christian, but for the
Christian as well. Those in Corinth to whom
Paul wrote were Christians. Paul told them
that their salvation was conditioned upon
their receiving and standing in the Word. If

they failed to do this, they would have
“believed in vain.” In 2 Timothy 1:13, Paul
also writes, “Hold fast the form of sound
words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith
and love which is in Christ Jesus.” John
wrote, “But that which ye have already hold
fast till I come” (Revelation 2:25)
What does it mean to “hold fast the
word”? It means we will continue to believe
the word without altering it (Galatians 1:6-9),
obey those things that are taught in it (James
1:22), and follow the pattern revealed in the
word (2 Timothy 1:13), thus respecting the
authority of Christ (Colossians 3:17). If we
do not believe “every one of thy [God’s]
righteous judgments” (Psalm 119:160), obey
it, and respect His authority, then we are not
holding fast the word. If we do not hold fast
the word, then we have believed in vain.
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S E RM O N N O T E S

When Faith is Not Based on Truth
“Now if Christ is preached, that he
rose from the dead, how say some
among you that there is no resurrection
of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not
risen: and if Christ be not risen, then is
our preaching vain, and your faith is
also vain” (1 Corinthians 15:12-14).
Some in Corinth taught the false notion
that there was no resurrection of the dead. In
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of OCTOBER
MORNING

Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Glenn Barbee

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, L. Frazier
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee, C. Jean, B. Davis, D. Gray,

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

M. Allen, A. Dangleben

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, D. Gray, M. Allen, A. Dangleben
Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

refuting this idea, Paul explained some of the
consequences of such a position. If there was
no resurrection, then Paul explained that
Christ could not have been raised. These
brethren surely believed that Jesus had been
raised from the dead – it was part of the foundation of the gospel in which they were standing (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). But if Jesus had
not been raised from the dead, and they were
therefore believing a lie, then their faith would
have been in vain.
Faith, for it to be worth anything to us,
must be based upon truth. Know that “faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God” (Romans 10:17) and that the word of
God is truth (John 17:17; Psalm 119:160)..
Therefore, faith based upon the word of God
is faith based upon truth. This is the type of
faith we must have. If we believe what is
false, no matter how strongly or sincerely we
believe it, our faith is worthless. Therefore,
we must continue studying God’s word to be
sure our faith is based upon the truth.
In describing the armor of God, Paul mentioned “the shield of faith wherewith ye shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of wicked” (Ephesians 6:16). Faith is our protection
against the attacks by Satan. Yet if we have a
worthless, vain faith, we will be in jeopardy.
We must be sure we have a true,, genuine, and
valuable faith. Make sure your faith is based
exclusively and completely upon the truth of
God’s word and be active in your practice of
this faith.

IF...
If one can be saved without faith, why did Paul
say it was impossible to please God without it
(Heb. 11:6)?
If God promised to give faith when we ask for it,
why are we told that faith comes by hearing
and hearing by the Word of God (Rom. 10:17)?
If “faith alone” is a wholesome doctrine and very
full of comfort, why did James say that faith
without works is dead (Jam. 2:26)?
If God has promised to save men regardless of
the kind of faith they have, why did Paul make
it plain that there is “one faith” (Eph. 4:4-6)?
If the Lord will save without baptism, why did He
command it (Acts 10:48)?
If the Lord has promised us salvation without baptism, why did Peter say that it saves (1 Pet. 3:21)?
If sprinkling and pouring are scriptural baptisms,
why did Paul say there is one baptism (Eph. 4:4
-6) and it is a burial (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:11-12)?
If we can receive remission of sins without baptism, why did Peter say baptism is for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38)?
If we can get into Christ without baptism, why did
Paul say we are baptized into His body (1 Cor.
12:13)? Remember, the body and the church,
are the same thing (Col. 1:18).
If we can be born again of the Spirit only, why
did Christ say to be born of water and the Spirit (John 3:3-5)?
If infant baptism is scriptural, why did Christ command to baptize those who believe (Mark
16:15-16)? Remember, infants cannot believe.
If infants are sinners, why did Christ teach that we
must become like them to be saved (Matt. 18:3)?
If God has promised salvation outside of the
church, why did Christ die for it (Acts 20:28;
Eph. 5:25-27)?
If the church has nothing to do with salvation, why
did the Lord add us to the church (Acts 2:47)?
If men have the right to make laws and put them
in the church, why did Christ say He had all authority (Matt. 28:18-20)?
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
Clergy Appreciation
Month
The month of October is rec-

ognized as “Clergy Appreciation Month” in the United States. This month, we
too will make an extra effort
to express our love and appreciation for our
minister, Dr. W. F. Washington, who is
—and always has been— an exceptional
minister. He has dedicated his life to proclaiming the gospel of Christ and to addressing our spiritual needs.
Expressing our love and appreciation
during Clergy Appreciation Month is one
way we can counter the negative attacks in
the lives of our ministers with the positive
affirmation they need. It is hoped that each
member will pause to express, in some way,
their love for him and their appreciation for
how the Lord has blessed our lives through
his ministry. Pray for him, give him a kind
word, your support, gift, a “thank you” or
express yourself in another way to let him
know that you appreciate him and his work.
This month, the church encourages our
minister.to enjoy some well deserved and
needed rest . Each Sunday this month a visiting minister is scheduled to preach
Invite someone to hear these dynamic and
scripturally sound gospel preachers. Plan to
attend morning and evening worship services during the month of October to participate in our month-long show of love and
appreciation for our minister.

—To Dr. Washington —

Thank You!!
We Love You!!
Plan to participate and share the Gospel.

Today’s Guest Speaker
Today we welcome Dr. Mark
Thompson, the first of our
Clergy Appreciation Month
speakers. Dr. Thompson is the
senior minister at the Liberty
City Church of Christ in Detroit, MI. He has
served in full-time ministry for more than 27
years. His stated mission is to preach with substance to all who hear with clear understanding. He is often requested to preach throughout the U. S. and abroad and has received numerous honorary doctorate degrees. We welcome him today and look forward to hearing
him as he preaches the mighty gospel in both
of today’s worship services.

NEW MEMBER
Michael Dwayne Ward
Bible Study (5:00PM) ........................... TODAY
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) ......................... Oct. 2
Prayer Service (7:00PM) ..................... Oct. 4
Search & Rescue Ministry (7:00PM) .. Oct. 5
Home Economics Class (9:00AM) ....... Oct. 7

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances, Martha
Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Lillie Jackson
“I will therefore that men pray everywhere, lifting up
holy hands without wrath and doubting.” (1 Tim. 2:8)

OCTOBER SPEAKERS
Oct. 1 - Dr. Mark Thompson
(Detroit, MI)

Oct. 8 - Dr. Harvey Jackson
(Mound Bayou, MS)

Oct. 15 - Terry Wallace
(Hernando, MS)

Oct. 22 - David Wilson
(Brooklyn, NY)

Oct. 29 - Dr. Orpheus Heyward
(Atlanta, GA)

(Baptized: Sept. 24, 2017)

In support of members and family members
who are victims or survivors of breast cancer
and in memory of the members and loved
ones whose lives have been lost due to this
condition, members are asked to wear
“PINK” in each of our worship services during
the month of October. This request is voluntary and is not a requirement. Members may
choose to wear pink clothing, pink accessory or
a pink ribbon or other.

PINK DAY!
On the fifth Sunday, October 29th, all
members are asked to wear the color pink.

Prayer Requests:
Barbara Adams, Sharon Berrian, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Raf Campbell, Charlie Crawford, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha
Denmark, Kristin Dicks, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho,
Sharon Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny
Eugene., Daniel Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett,
Hanley Freeman, John-Billy Glover, Linda Green, Cora
Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Joe Holland, Vernon Holland, Lois
Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin, Veanna Irvin, Brad Johnson,
Becky Johnson, Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis
Johnson, Chicago Jones, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins,
Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons, Johnnie McClain, Isaac
McDowell, Elouise Mash, Suzanna Middleton, Sharon
Monroe, Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita, Jimmy
Newson, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Shay Roache,
Akiko Robinson, Rachel Scoggins, Shirley Seays, Richard
& Jean Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton, Ernest
& Mae Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P.
Walker, Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker,
Ray Watson, Joshua Webb, Marie Webb, Ranspord
Webley, Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles
Williams, Jackie Williams

