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From The Minister’s Pen

The Conversion of Saul of Tarsus

W e must ever be aware of the importance

of the question, What must I do to be
saved? No better way can be found to answer
the question "What must I do to be saved" than
to study an actual case of conversion in the New
Testament. Saul of Tarsus presents an ideal
case of conversion for a number of reasons.

Religiously, Very Devout

Saul was a religious and devout man. (Acts
22:3.) His zeal in religion is surpassed, or has
been surpassed by few, if any in the history of
the World. This verse says he was "zealous before God." Later he says, "I advanced in the
Jews' religion beyond many of mine own age
among my countrymen, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers."
(Gal. 1:14.) It is so common today for people to
argue that if they are religious, especially as
devout as was Saul, that one church or religion
is as good as another. It wasn't for Saul, or else
he would not have accepted Christianity and
left Judaism.
.

Morally, Honest And Sincere
It is not reported that anyone ever accused
Saul of being dishonest or insincere. In his defense before Agrippa, he said, "I verily thought
with myself that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this
I also did in Jerusalem: and I both shut up
many of the saints in prisons, having received
authority from the chief priests, and when they

were put to death I gave my vote against
them" (Acts 26:9-10). Even while persecuting
the church, Saul thought he was doing right. He
was completely honest in this work, but honesty and sincerity of itself does not guarantee that
one is right in his religious beliefs. Before the
council he said, "Brethren, I have lived before
God in all good conscience until this day" (Acts
23:1.). These passages show that it is possible
to be honest, sincere and conscientious about
one’s religious affiliation, and yet at the same
time be wrong. Such was Saul of Tarsus.

Before God, A Sinner

When the church had its beginning in 33
A.D., Saul of Tarsus was very zealous in persecuting the church. He was present when Stephen was stoned, and consented to his death.
(Acts 8:1.) Up to the time of his conversion, he
was "breathing threatening and slaughter
against the disciples of the Lord." (Acts 9:1.)
He says of himself ,"..though I was before a
blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious:
howbeit I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief." (1 Tim. 1:13.) He was religious, honest, devout, not bothered by his conscience, and sincere about his belief, BUT HE
WAS IN SPITE OF ALL THIS, A SINNER.
He was not in the favor of God. However, Saul
had many Things In His Favor:
1. He was willing to be taught. A teacher
once said, "The best student is the one who
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knows nothing." By this he meant that a good
student is willing to learn. Saul never came to
the point where he was so prejudiced that he
was not willing to be taught. When the Lord
appeared to him, he quickly asked the question:
"What shall I do Lord?" (Acts 22:10). If all today would have such a spirit and would have
the disposition that the prophet admonished the
young Samuel to say, "Speak, Jehovah; for thy
servant heareth." Until we have this attitude,
we can never expect to be pleasing to God.
2. Saul was willing to accept truth when he
found it. When he realized he was doing that
which was contrary to the will of God, he gladly accepted the new truth that he discovered.
His friends, family and foes did not keep him
from accepting the Christ. He did not argue that
his former religion was sufficient for him if it
was for his fathers. His pride was not so great
that he would not admit that he was wrong. "I
did it ignorantly in unbelief," he said later. He
was not ashamed to admit his ignorance of the
gospel of Christ. When he found that he was
wrong, he immediately changed to uphold and
support that which he knew to be truth.
3. He was willing to humble himself and ask
for forgiveness. "And he was three days without sight, and did neither eat nor drink." (Acts
9:9.) His action clearly shows his penitence.
Often the pride of a person causes them not to
repent of their sinful ways, but not so with Saul.
4. He wanted the truth at all cost. He left
friends, former religion, and all else behind in
order to have the truth. Christ said, "The truth
shall make you free." (John 8:32.) If we are not
willing to cast aside all error, and wrong doing,
then the Lord does not want us as his disciples.
With the foregoing facts in mind, it is easy to
see in its true light the conversion of Saul. He
was going to Damascus to persecute the church
when a great light shined round about him
(Acts 9). The brightness of the light was above
that of the noon sun, and he fell to the ground

blind. He heard a voice saying, "Saul, Saul why
persecutest thou me?" to which he replied, "Who
art thou Lord?" This clearly shows his faith. Jesus said "Except ye believe that I am he, ye
shall die in your sins" (John 8:24). There can be
no doubt about Saul's faith, since he saw him on
the road to Damascus.000 There are many
faiths, but obedient faith is necessary for salvation (Gal. 5:6). Abraham's faith justified when
HE OFFERED Isaac (Heb. 11:7.) Noah's faith
justified when HE PREPARED the ark (Heb.
11:7). God's law has always been faith and obedience. When faith is strong enough to lead one
to OBEY, then it is a saving faith.
As stated, Saul's faith led him to REPENT,
as his action so clearly shows. He sat blind,
praying for three days and nights earnestly desiring to know the will of the Lord. His later
life plainly shows his penitent spirit. Jesus said,
"Except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner
perish." (Luke 13:3.) Peter commanded the
hearers on Pentecost to "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ ...." (Acts 2:38.) None have ever had the
forgiveness of sins who would not repent of
their sins. But Saul was taken by Ananias and
was baptized. (Acts 9:18.) This is an act of
faith. Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." (Mark 16:16.)
Among all the conversions in the book of
Acts, there is not one instance where the person
was not baptized. Salvation sins comes after baptism, not before. Peter said, "Repent ye and be
baptized every one of you .... for the remission
of sins" (Acts 2:38). Thus Saul of Tarsus, the
devout, honest, sincere and conscientious man
upon finding himself at variance with God's
will was willing to change; willing to obey the
gospel. He was led by his faith in Christ to repent of sins and be baptized unto the remission
of sins. This is the will of Christ. This is the
plan of salvation for all. If you have not done
this, then you have not done the will of God.
.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s

As your minister, I wish to express my genuine and heartfelt appreciation for the personal cards, donations and
other expressions of love and appreciation
by members of New Golden Heights during
Ministerial Appreciation Month. Each expression is cherished. To each of you, I say,
“THANK YOU!” It is a blessing to be the minister of such a kind and thoughtful congregation. I can only hope that I have been as
much of a blessing to each of you as you
have been to me. I continually thank the
Heavenly Father for the great opportunity of
leading such wonderful people. THANK
YOU!
Your Minister,
Dr. W. F. Washington, Minister

On last Sunday, our
congregation fed
more than 400 members and visitors in our
church dinner. We appreciate the outstanding job done by the Ministerial Executive Committee did an outstanding job in planning, organizing and executing
this special event. So we extend another
round of thanks for a job “WELL DONE!”.
“THANK YOU” to the members who wore
the color pink during October in recognition
of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The level of participation was outstanding.
Plan to participate and share the Gospel.

JANUARY 14
JANUARY 18
2018
Planning for the 2018
W. F. Washington Theological Institute is already underway. Formerly known as the Ministers’ Institute, it
has been renamed in honor of our minister,
the Institute’s founder. Academic credit will
be given by the New York Theological Institute to attendees who qualify.
Ministers and church leaders are receiving
their notifications. Members of New Golden
Heights should make plans to participate in
this annual event and also to be of help
where needed. Registration begins soon! Listen to announcements and read the bulletin
for updated information.

This Saturday
9:30AM
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Support of this year’s Thanksgiving food drive
by bringing any of the following canned and
packaged goods.
• Canned Corn (whole kernel)
• Canned Green Beans
• Jellied Cranberry Sauce
• Macaroni & Cheese (box)
• Jiffy Cornbread Mix

Bible Study (5:00PM)...........................
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) .........................
Midweek Bible Study (7:30PM).........
Word on the Street (9:30AM)............

TODAY
Nov. 6
Nov. 8
Nov. 11

Donations should be placed in the food barrels
placed in the building’s rear hallway.
“He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed;
for he giveth of his bread to the poor”. (Prov. 22:9)

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

CDs and DVDs
Available
Recordings of each Clergy
Appreciation Month guest
speaker are available on CD and DVD. CDs
are recordings of the AM and PM sermons.
In addition to the sermons, DVDs include the
AM and PM Bible class lessons. Purchases can
be made in the Evangelism Office.

Look for doors of opportunity that
God will open for you to share the
gospel this week.

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances, Martha
Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Barbara Adams, Sharon Berrian, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Raf Campbell, Charlie Crawford, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha
Denmark, Kristin Dicks, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho,
Sharon Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny
Eugene., Daniel Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett,
Hanley Freeman, John-Billy Glover, Linda Green, Cora
Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Alfred Hines, Nicole Hines &
family, Joe Holland, Vernon Holland, Lois Hutchison,
Jacquelyn Irvin, Veanna Irvin, Brad Johnson, Becky
Johnson, Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis Johnson,
Chicago Jones, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan,
Mary Lyons, Johnnie McClain, Isaac McDowell, Elouise
Mash, Suzanna Middleton, Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae
Morris, Jennifer Neita, Jimmy Newson, Rosie Newson,
Dianjalo Parrish, Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Rachel
Scoggins, Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean Sherman, Maxine
Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi Stroman,
Morris Strong, Joe Sutton, Ernest & Mae Thomas,
Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt Tukes,
Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker, Johnny
Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker, Ray Watson, Joshua
Webb, Marie Webb, Ranspord Webley, Annie Williams,
Betty Williams, Charles Williams, Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of NOVEMBER
MORNING
Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Glenn Barbee

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, L. Frazier
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee, C. Jean, B. Davis, D. Gray,

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

M. Allen, A. Dangleben

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, D. Gray, M. Allen, A. Dangleben
Ministerial Announcements

Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL

October 29, 2017

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
175

4
6
9
2
10
159

*GOAL MET

Total:

190

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

$

7.00
7.00
5.00
26.00
284.58

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK
AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 1 & 2

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

$ 330.38

S ERM O N N O T E S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2017)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
100

ACTUAL
10/29/2017
153
190
46
4
8

