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From The Minister’s Pen

Study!
P

aul instructed the young evangelist
Timothy in regards to studying the word
of God the following:
Till I come, give attendance to
reading,
to
exhortation,
to
doctrine. (1 Tim. 4:13)
Take heed unto thyself, and unto
the doctrine; continue in them: for
in doing this thou shalt both save
thyself, and them that hear thee. (1
Tim. 4:16)
Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth. (2 Tim. 2:15)

Paul impressed upon the mind of Timothy
the value of individual Bible study.
Studying the Bible in a group setting, such as
Sunday and Wednesday Bible class and
studying along with the preacher, are very
important to the growth and development of
every child of God. Individual Bible study
on a daily basis is just as important because
the Word of God is our spiritual food
whereby we grow and develop (1 Pet. 2:2).
If we fail in feeding ourselves daily, then our
spiritual health is in great jeopardy just as

our physical health would be were we to go
without food on a regular basis.

The Problem
In writing to the church at Ephesus, Paul
explains why it is so important that
individuals engage in Bible study on a daily
basis. He wrote:
Finally, my brethren, be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For
we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places. (Eph. 6:10-12)
As Christians, we are in the midst of a
spiritual battle where we are constantly being
attacked by Satan and his forces. If we are
going to succeed in this battle, and not be
defeated by our enemy, then we must be
constantly preparing ourselves. Imagine an
army going into battle without making all the
preparations they could to defeat the enemy.
Yet, many everyday Christians attempt to
fight against the devil and his devices

without opening the word of God to study
and prepare for the battle ahead. If we would
view everyday as a battle against spiritual
wickedness in high places, it would help us
to open the word of God and study more to
be prepared for battle that we might emerge
victorious.

The Plan
Paul gave the church at Ephesus the plan
they needed to follow in order to overcome
the problem of spiritual wickedness
wrestling against them:
“Wherefore take unto you the
whole armor of God, that ye may
be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having your loins
girt about with truth, and having
on the breastplate of righteousness;
and your feet shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace;
above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of
God” (Eph. 6:13-17).

Paul instructed these Christians to put on
the whole armor of God for the battle ahead.
Christians today need to follow Paul’s
instructions as well, and we must put on the
whole armor of God every single day to
stand against the forces of evil. All of the
different parts of this armor come from the
same source, the word of God. The belt of
truth with which we are to gird our loins is
from the word of God which is truth (John
17:17). The breastplate of righteousness is
from the word of God because all of God’s
commands are righteousness (Psa. 119:172).
The Gospel, or good news, of peace with
which our feet are to be shod is the word of
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God. The shield of faith comes from the
word of God because it is the word of God
which produces faith (Rom. 10:17). The
helmet of salvation comes from the word of
God because it is the power of God unto
salvation (Rom. 1:16). Paul says expressly
that our sword, the sword of the Spirit, is the
word of God.
It is very important that we spend time in
individual Bible study because that is the
only thing that is going to prepare us for the
spiritual battle we face on a daily basis.
When we spend time in Bible study putting
on our armor, then we will be able to “quench
all the fiery darts of the wicked” (Eph. 6:16).
Our shield of faith will be able to resist all
that Satan throws our way. We cannot rely
on the study of the preacher, the elders, or the
Bible class teacher in order to withstand the
fiery darts of Satan. The armor of God which
they wear will not be able to protect us in the
spiritual battles of life.

May we all endeavor daily to put on the
whole armor of God by spending time
studying the word of God to grow in faith and
in knowledge —now and in the coming
year!
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s

On next Sunday evening, December 24th,
the Golden Heights family will show the
Dr. and Mrs. Washington how much we
love them and appreciate their selfless
contributions to this congregation. This
has been a tradition that we have followed
since the beginning of their work at the
Heights. All members, ministries, committees and Bible classes are asked to
give the Washingtons a holiday greeting
card containing a monetary contribution.
The contribution may be as much as desired. In giving, please consider the great
work that this church has accomplished in
2017, through his leadership, for the glory
of God. Prepare to SHOW your appreciation on NEXT SUNDAY.

Holiday Gift
Box
For members who
wish to include Dr.
and Mrs. Washington
holiday gift giving, a gift
in your
box has been placed on the Hospitality
Desk. Please put your gift inside a
greeting card and place it in the box.
Gifts are voluntary, however everyone is
encouraged
to participate.
Plan to participate
and share the Gospel.

The 2018 Ministers’ Institute will
be HISTORIC!
As
previously
announced, the
annual conference has been
renamed in honor of our minister, Dr. W. F. Washington. By the unanimous recommendation and consent of its
national and regional directors, the conference is now named the W. F. Washington
Theological Institute in recognition of
Dr. Washington being the founder of the
annual conference and his outstanding
leadership and contributions to the church
brotherhood. In addition, the Institute is
now a satellite program of the New York
Theological Seminary. Under the Seminary’s oversight, the Institute will offer
courses, with academic credit, taught by
seminary-approved faculty. New Golden
Heights is the only congregation, among
Churches of Christ, having such a relationship of reciprocity with an accredited
and acclaimed seminary.
PLEASE REGISTER! Each member of
the Golden Heights family is encouraged
to register and attend the 2018 Institute.
The dates are January 13-18, 2018. The
conference theme is: The Case For The
Kingdom. The Institute includes a women’s conference which will be attended by
ladies from across the nation. The theme
of the ladies’ conference is: Women in
the Kingdom. Registration is now underway. Stop at the registration table located
in the vestibule following the worship services to register or obtain information.
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Begin the New Year with singing praises,
praying, hearing God’s Word and being
inspired to take a fresh new walk with a
deeper commitment to the Lord. Our Watch
Night service will be for the ENTIRE FAMILY!
The evening’s program will include:
**GOSPEL PREACHING**
**LOVE-FEST**
**JOYFUL and SPIRITED SINGING**
**REFRESHMENTS**
Come!! Bring family members and friends!!
Give thanks and praise to God for bringing
you and your family safely through 2017.
Come and be among godly people and a
place where the Bible is preached, believed,
and practiced. Plan to be with us to bring in
the New Year right!

In accordance with our holiday schedule, midweek
Bible study will NOT be
held this Wednesday and
the following Wednesday
(Dec. 27th) evenings. Be
sure to continue your personal Bible study each day.
LESSON SERIES RESUMES
—January 3rd—

“Book of Ephesians”

Consider giving your
friend or family member the gospel message
as a Christmas gift this
year. CDs and DVDs
are available for all
of the minister’s sermons. CDs are recordings of the AM and PM
sermons. In addition to these sermons, DVDs
include the AM Bible class lesson. Purchases
can be made in the Evangelism Office.

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances, Martha
Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Barbara Adams, Sharon Berrian, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Raf Campbell, Charlie Crawford, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha
Denmark, Kristin Dicks, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho,
Sharon Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny
Eugene., Daniel Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett,
Linda Frazier, Hanley Freeman, John-Billy Glover, Linda
Green, Cora Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Alfred Hines, Nicole
Hines & family, Joe Holland, Vernon Holland, Lois
Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin, Brad Johnson, Becky Johnson,
Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis Johnson, Chicago
Jones, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Mary
Lyons, Isaac McDowell, Elouise Mash, Suzanna
Middleton, Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer
Neita, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Shay Roache,
Akiko Robinson, Rachel Scoggins, Shirley Seays, Richard
& Jean Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton, Ernest
& Mae Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P.
Walker, Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker,
Ray Watson, Joshua Webb, Marie Webb, Ranspord
Webley, Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles
Williams, Harold Wimbley, Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of DECEMBER
MORNING

Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Glenn Barbee

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, L. Frazier
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee, C. Jean, B. Davis, D. Gray,

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

M. Allen, A. Dangleben

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, D. Gray, M. Allen, A. Dangleben
Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

December 10, 2017

GOAL

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
175

4
N/C
5
4
1
10
4
10
140

*GOAL MET

Total:

178

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

$

N/C
6.00
8.00
5.00
9.00
21.00
52.00*
275.25

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK
AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 5 & 6
Grades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11& 12

$ 376.25

S ERM O N N O T E S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2017)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
100

ACTUAL
12/10/2017
115
178
53
6
5

