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From The Minister’s Pen

“Thou Art But A Youth”
T

he biblical account of David and Goliath
(1 Sam. 17) has many lessons. Verse 33
reads, "And Saul said to David, Thou art not
able to go against this Philistine to fight with
him; for thou art but a youth, and he a man of
war from his youth." It is a tragedy that many
through the centuries, generally, have thought
and spoken about young people in such terms;
and because of this, many young people have
had their talents buried or wasted.
Because of such views and their negative
outcomes,
an
examination
of
the
contributions of young people in the Bible is
worthwhile. Second Chronicles 34:1 tells
that "Josiah was eight years old when he
began to reign." Verse 3, reads, "For in the
eighth year of his reign, while he was yet
young, he began to seek after the God of
David his father; and in the twelfth year he
began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the
high places, and the Asherim, and the graven
images, and the molten images." Solomon
was still a young man when he began to
reign. Joseph and Daniel were young men
when they showed the courage for which they
are famous. Paul said in 1 Timothy 4:12, "Let
no man despise thy youth; but be thou an
ensample to them that believe, in word, in
manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity."

David became such a great older man because he started as a great young man. He did
not think he had to live his youth by sowing
wild oats. He knew that the “oats” lacked
food value. Notice some things that made
David a great young man.
First, he BELIEVED IN SOMETHING
AND IN SOMEONE. One’s beliefs are very
important. One cannot achieve what one
cannot believe. In general, whatever you can
vividly visualize, strongly believe and
ardently desire, you are more likely to do.
Jesus said in Mark 9:23, "All things are
possible to him that believeth." David
believed in himself because he believed in the
power of God and the providence of God.
David was a youth who RECOGNIZED
AND ACCEPTED A CHALLENGE. What
most of those around him considered an
obstacle, he recognized as an opportunity.
He turned stumbling blocks into steppingstones. There are many examples in and out
of the Bible of young people who didn’t have
enough experience to believe something can’t
be done, so they do it. He didn’t accept the
challenge, as his arrogant brother apparently
assumed, because of pride, desire for fame or
need for attention. There was simply a job to
be done and he knew that one man and God
make a majority. As Paul put it much later in
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Romans 8:31, "What then shall we say to these
things? If God is for us, who is against us?"

Thirdly, David was a young man who
WANTED RIGHT TO TRIUMPH. Verse
36 gives the key to his reasoning. "Thy
servant smote both the lion and the bear: and
this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one
of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of
the living God." There are many adults who
would be glad for right to triumph, but they
would rather someone else would do the job.
Many young people would be eager to engage
actively in helping right to triumph if only
allowed.
David was willing to risk his life for the
thing in which he believed. First Samuel 19:5
says, "For he put his life in his hand, and
smote the Philistines, and Jehovah wrought a
great victory for all Israel." He may have
never heard anyone say that faith without
works is dead, but he knew it. Youth are
needed who are willing to give their lives for
the cause of Christ. They must know that a
thing that is worth living for is also worth
dying for.
Young David was a youth who
REFUSED TO BE DISCOURAGED. His
first discouragement could have been Goliath.
Not only his size and demeanor, but also his
ridicule would have discouraged most people.
If some had been there, they might have said,
"If I had been trained for this; if I had
enjoyed the opportunities of my brothers; if I
had been experienced in this sort of warfare,
then I would do great things." For most
people, "IF" is right in the middle of "LIFE,"
so they excuse themselves from doing, with
the thought that “I would if things were
different”. Both the size of the task and the
ridicule suffered deter many.
His second discouragement could have
been the unjust criticism of his brothers. How
many people have failed to succeed because

they’ve listened to unjust criticism and lost
heart! Even David’s leader and king thought
it unwise, and was critical, so it could have
been easy for him to become discouraged.
David did not allow it discourage him.
David was a youth who TRUSTED
NEITHER IN THE FLESH NOR IN
CARNAL THINGS. He did not rely on his
skill, the power of his sling or the smoothness
of the stones. His trust was in God. It was not
a matter of "If I am lucky, I will make it." Or
"Some accident may happen that will allow
me to succeed." Young people, especially,
should think of 2 Corinthians 10:3-4, "For
though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
according to the flesh (for the weapons of our
warfare are not of the flesh, but mighty
before God to the casting down of
strongholds), casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that is exalted against the
knowledge of God, and bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ." Remember that you have even
mightier weapons than David did, and the
same God to help you.
There are several other characteristics
that could be emphasized, but space forbids.
Another is so important, however, it must be
included. David was HUMBLE. Even after
such a great success and honor, it did not turn
his head. If success and glory turn your head,
you are looking in the wrong direction. David
was offered the king's daughter, but said,
"Who am I that I should be son-in-law to the
king?"
David was "but a youth," but what a
youth! There is no listed characteristic of
David that every young person in the church
could not have. If the young people of this
congregation will develop and properly use
these qualities for the glory of God and for
the good of mankind, many giants that are
wreaking havoc in the world today could be
eliminated.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
Dear Visitors: Jesus
said, “All authority
hath been given
unto me, in heaven
and
on
earth”.
(Matt. 28:18). We
respect that. Therefore, we believe we must have a “Thus
saith the Lord” for all that we do with regard to the church: worship, teaching,
benevolence, etc. Continue to visit with
us, and ask for a “Thus saith the Lord” for
anything we practice. We invite your
investigation.

JUST TWO WEEKS
AWAY!!

Welcome to the Services of the

CHURCH OF CHRIST

What Will Sunday School Do For You
and Your Child?
VISITORS!! Take advantage of a free and
easy opportunity to learn more about the
Bible! Enroll in our free Bible correspondence course in which all of your study material will be mailed to you. A certificate of
completion will be awarded when lessons
are completed. Please check the appropriate box on your visitor’s card if interested.

Sunday School offers you and your child
an education founded on biblical truth so
that you can grow into the image of
Christ, understand and articulate a Christcentered worldview and develop a
passion to serve the Lord’s church for the
sake of the world.

Why miss such a great opportunity?
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MABEL LAWSON
(Baptized: May 20, 2018)

The inter-class Bible Bowl competitions are
COMING BACK!! The Bible Bowl will be included in VBS 2018. Questions have been
distributed to students in Grades 5-12. Parents, please make sure that your child studies.
The primary purpose of the Bible bowl is student learning, not just for entertainment, so
your child will definitely benefit by participating. The theme for students in Grades 5
through 8 is “Books of the Bible”. The theme
for students in Grades 9 through 12 is Acts
Chapter Two. The questions are not difficult
and are appropriate for the grade levels. If
your child does not have a study sheet,
please see Sis. Connor or your child’s Sunday
School teacher.

Bible Study (4:00PM) ...........................
Sick Ministry (6:00PM)..........................
Bible Study (6:30PM) ...........................
Home Economics Class (9:00AM)........

TODAY
May 28
May 30
June 2

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances, Martha
Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Barbara Adams, Annie Albritton, Sharon Berrian,
Laura Blidge, Louise Bowman, Raf Campbell,
Charlie Crawford, Arnetta Cross, Ron Cullingford,
Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha Denmark, Kristin Dicks,
Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason,
Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny Eugene.,
Daniel Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett, Linda
Frazier, Hanley Freeman, Ann Garner, John-Billy
Glover, Dora Green, Linda Green, Cora Hargrett,
Dudley Hill, Alfred Hines, Nicole Hines & family,
Joe Holland, Vernon Holland, Jacquelyn Irvin, Brad
Johnson, Becky Johnson, Catie Johnson, Gloria
Johnson, Louis Johnson, Chicago Jones, Annie Lee,
Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons, Isaac
McDowell, Elouise Mash, Suzanna Middleton,
Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita,
Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Patricia Reeves,
Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Peggy Rogers Rachel
Scoggins, Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean Sherman,
Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi
Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton, Ernest & Mae
Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P.
Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker, Ray Watson,
Joshua Webb, Marie Webb, Ranspord Webley,
Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles Williams,
Harold Winley, Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of MAY
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements
Song Leader
Prayer

Amari Johnson

Amari Johnson

Davonte Gray

Marc Allen

Scripture Reading

Dorsette McLeod

Dorsette McLeod

Sermon

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: Marc Allen / Davonte Gray / Willis Welch
Alternates: K. Hutchison, W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)

Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)
AM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Marcus Facyson
(1) Left, Brandon Davis
(2) Left, Lorenzo Frazier, Jr.
(3) Left, Daniel Frazier
(4) Left, Darius Snell
(1) Right, Davonte Gray
(2) Right, Marc Allen
(3) Right, Maxwell Allen
(4) Right, Ameer Dangleben

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Marcus Facyson
Davonte Gray, Brandon Davis; Lorenzo Frazier, Jr.
Darius Snell; Ameer Dangleben; Marc Allen
Alternate: Maxwell Allen

Ministerial Announcement
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Marcus Facyson

Marcus Facyson

Worship and Praise Leaders
Ushers

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson
Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Alumni Lobby Greeters: Rachel Trompe, Kayla Giles,
Dorsette & Nereca McLeod
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Malayjia Parrish, Catherine Wilson
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FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class

10
10
10
15
15
15
15
15
175

4
4
3
4
7
5
3
2
6
119

*GOAL MET

Total:

157

May 13, 2018
COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

$

12.50*
6.00
21.00
6.00
7.00
21.00
3.00
27.00
285.65

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2018)
Placed Membership
Visitors

AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 3 & 4

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 389.15

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK

300
300
100

ACTUAL
5/20/2018
120
19
2
4

