Bulletin #1526

August 26, 2018

From The Minister’s Pen

How Shall A Young Man Keep
His Way Pure?

T

he entirety of Psalm 119 is dedicated to
the praise of God’s word. The second
stanza (verse 9) begins with a question:
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way?” As one might expect, the answer to this
question is found in the word of God. The answer is not limited in application to young
men. It is profitable for all of God’s people.
Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed [thereto] according to
thy word. With my whole heart have I
sought thee: Oh let me not wander from thy
commandments. Thy word have I laid up in
my heart, That I might not sin against thee.
Blessed art thou, O Jehovah: Teach me thy
statutes. With my lips have I declared All
the ordinances of thy mouth. I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, As
much as in all riches. I will meditate on thy
precepts, And have respect unto thy ways. I
will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not
forget thy word. (Psa. 119:9-16—ASV)

David mentioned eight things we can do to
help keep our way pure.

Keep God’s Word
Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed [thereto] according to
thy word. (v. 9).

In addressing the issue about keeping one’s
ways pure, many people look in the wrong
places for the answer. One cannot look to him-

self because “...the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his
steps.” (Jer. 10:23). We cannot look to our
peers or we may find ourselves following “a
multitude to do evil” (Exo. 23:2). Youth cannot
always look to parents as there are times in
which one must “seeth all his father’s sins” and
“doeth not such like” (Ezek. 18:14). To keep
our way pure, we must keep it “according
to thy word.” This necessarily includes more
than just hearing God’s word; we must actually
put its teachings into practice (James 1:22).

Seek God Wholeheartedly
“With all my heart I have sought thee: Oh
let me not wander from your commandments” (Psalm 119:10).

Young people must not divide their allegiance between God and anyone or anything
else. Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters:

for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon ” (Matt. 6:24).

Though Jesus specifically mentioned wealth as
competing for our allegiance, anyone or anything that would rival God for a place in our
hearts would be included in His warning. We
must be wholly devoted to the Lord so that all
we say and do is according to His will (Col.
3:17).
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Treasure the Word in Your Heart

Recognize the Value of God’s Word

“Thy word have I laid up in my heart, That I
might not sin against thee. ” (v. 11).
This not a superficial or emotional reaction
to the word of God. Nor is it purely intellectual
response. Laying the word of God in our hearts
affects our very being. The wise man said, Hiding God’s word deep within our hearts is a safeguard to protect us against sin. How? Sin is a
choice. To keep from sin, we must consciously
look for the “way to escape” that God has
promised for each temptation (1 Cor. 10:13).
His word helps us find this way of escape.

“ I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, As much as in all riches. ” (v. 14)
David compared the testimonies of God to
“all riches.” God’s word is equal to earthly
wealth. Instead, David contrasted his joy for
God’s word with the joy that man commonly
has for the riches of this life. Later in the psalm
he declares that the riches of this life are nowhere close to being equal in value to God’s
word. “The law of thy mouth is better unto me
than thousands of gold and silver” (Psa.
119:72). “Therefore I love thy commandments
above gold, yea, above fine gold” (Psa.
119:127). God’s word is more desirable than
gold because of the “great reward” that comes
from one keeping it (Psalm 19:10-11). The same
value of the word of God should be recognized
today. Without it, there is no salvation (Rom.
1:16; John 6:68). For this reason alone, God’s
word is more valuable than anything of this life.

Desire to Learn of God’s Word
“ Blessed art thou, O Jehovah: Teach me thy
statutes. ” (Psalm 119:12).
Before saying, “Teach me thy statutes,”
David blessed God. The implication is that he
desired to learn the scriptures not to be entertained or to satisfy curiosity, but because they
were from God (2 Tim. 3:16). The Bible is different from every other religious book or teaching. Even though the psalmist knew God’s word
(evidenced by the fact that he was writing a 176
-verse psalm praising God’s word), he desired
to continue to learn more. This must be our attitude as well – to continue to learn of God’s
word – that we might “grow in…knowledge” (2
Pet. 3:18) and not “slip” away from what we
have already learned (Heb. 2:1).

Teach God’s Word to Others
“ With my lips have I declared all the ordinances of thy mouth.” (Psalm 119:13).
The psalmist has demonstrated an excellent
attitude in desiring to keep the word of God (v.
9), seek God wholeheartedly (v. 10), avoid sin
(v. 11), and keep growing in the knowledge of
God’s word (v. 12). However, he was not keeping all of this to himself —he was telling others
of God and His word. We must talk about God
and His word as well by teaching the word to
others (Acts 8:4) and being ready and willing to
answer any question that someone might have
about the reason for our hope (1 Peter 3:15).

Meditate upon God’s Word
“ I will meditate on thy precepts, And have
respect unto thy ways. ” (v. 15)

We must do more than simply hear, learn,
and strive to practice God’s word. Though all
of these are important, we also must meditate
upon His word. David wrote, “O how I love
thy law! It is my meditation all the day” (Psa.
119:97). Meditation upon God’s word is necessary for proper spiritual growth. David went on
to say, “I have more understanding than all my
teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation” (Psalm 119:99). Paul said we must “think
on these things” which are pure and right (Phil.
4:8). Determining what is pure and right must
be done according to the word of God.

Delight in God’s Word
“I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will
not forget thy word.” (Psalm 119:16).

The strongest desire of youth and adults
must be to know and practice God’s word. If it
is, we will not forget it. If we wish to keep our
way pure before God, we must delight in His
word. This passage shows us how to do it.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s

The young men of the church will be officiating in today’s worship service. We are
proud of their ability and willingness to
serve.
Please give them a word of
encouragement when you see them.

VISITORS,

are
you puzzled about
anything that you see
or hear in today's service? Is there a burning Bible question to
which you want an
accurate Bible answer? If so, then don’t hesitate to ask us. The minister welcomes any
Bible question that you may have. On your
visitor’s card, simply indicate your desire to
talk with him. Or, you may tell an usher that
you would like to see him. We want your
questions to be answered.

Rejoice, O young man,
in thy youth; and let thy
heart cheer thee in the
days of thy youth, and
walk in the ways of thine
heart, and in the sight of
thine eyes: but know thou,
that for all these things
God will bring thee into
judgment. (Eccl. 11:9)

The church’s leadership encourages every
adult member and visitor to participate in
our study of Joshua, chapter 24, under the
topic, “What Time Is It?”. The chapter gives
Joshua’s final sermon to
Israel. Learn what he
has to say. Come on Sundays at 9:00AM and
Wednesdays at 6:30PM
to hear the call God is
giving to us today
through Joshua. The class
is taught by our minister,
Dr. W. F. Washington.

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together. . .” (Heb. 10:25)
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The Home Economics
class will resume this
Saturday at 9:00AM.
All young ladies and
interested young men
should plan to attend.
Sis. Ethel Bess is the
teacher.

Members, please "plant a seed"
for a soul by giving a special offering to the evangelism ministry. Give whatever the Lord
leads you to give.

Bible Study (4:00PM) ...........................
Sick Ministry (6:00PM) .........................
Midweek Bible Study (6:30PM) .........
Home Economics Class (9:00AM) .......

TODAY
Aug.27
Aug.29
Sept. 1

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances, Martha
Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
LOST is a sobering term.
(2 Corinthians 4:3; Matthew 15:24;
Luke 15:6-10; 19:10; 9:25)
Dying LOST is a horrifying prospect.
(Psalm 14:1)
Dying in a covenant relationship
with God is a comfort. (Luke 23:46;
Acts 7:46; Philippians 1:21;
2 Corinthians 5:8)

Barbara Adams, Annie Albritton, Louise Bowman,
Raf Campbell, Arnetta Cross, Brooklyn Delancy,
Aletha Denmark, Kristin Dicks, Felisha Downer,
Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason, Nelzene Edwards,
Loerine Ellis, Destiny Eugene., Daniel Eugene, Bessie
Everitt, Phillip Everett, Linda Frazier, Hanley
Freeman, Ann Garner, John-Billy Glover, Linda
Green, Cora Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Alfred Hines,
Nicole Hines & family, Joe Holland, Vernon
Holland, Brad Johnson, Becky Johnson, Catie
Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis Johnson, Chicago
Jones, Brenda King, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins,
Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons, Isaac McDowell, Elouise
Mash, Suzanna Middleton, Sharon Monroe, Willie
Mae Morris, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish,
Patricia Reeves, Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson,
Peggy Rogers, Rachel Scoggins, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton,
Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt Tukes,
Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker, Lillie
Walker, Lucille Walker, Ray Watson, Joshua
Webb, Marie Webb, Ranspord Webley, Annie
Williams, Betty Williams, Harold Winley, Jackie
Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of AUGUST
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements
Song Leader
Prayer

Amari Johnson

Amari Johnson

Davonte Gray

Marc Allen

Scripture Reading

Dorsette McLeod

Dorsette McLeod

Sermon

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: Marc Allen / Davonte Gray / Willis Welch
Alternates: K. Hutchison, W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)

Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)
AM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Marcus Facyson
(1) Left, Brandon Davis
(2) Left, Lorenzo Frazier, Jr.
(3) Left, Daniel Frazier
(4) Left, Darius Snell
(1) Right, Davonte Gray
(2) Right, Marc Allen
(3) Right, Maxwell Allen
(4) Right, Ameer Dangleben

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Marcus Facyson
Davonte Gray, Brandon Davis; Lorenzo Frazier, Jr.
Darius Snell; Ameer Dangleben; Marc Allen
Alternate: Maxwell Allen

Ministerial Announcement
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Marcus Facyson

Marcus Facyson

Worship and Praise Leaders
Ushers

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson
Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Alumni Lobby Greeters: Rachel Trompe, Kayla Giles,
Dorsette & Nereca McLeod
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Malayjia Parrish, Catherine Wilson
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B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

August 19, 2018

GOAL

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class

10
10
10
15
15
15
15
15
175

4
2
6
7
4
5
5
5
10
115

*GOAL MET

Total:

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

163

$

10.00
5.00
4.50
7.00
8.00
22.00
11.00
31.00*
322.02

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK
AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 420.02

S ERM O N N O T E S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2018)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
100

ACTUAL
8/19/2018
131
163
32
2
4

