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From The Minister’s Pen

Plan For The Future!
I

t is wise to prepare for the future. When
most people think of this, their mind goes to
things as saving for college or planning for
retirement. While there is nothing wrong with
such preparations, every person should place a
priority on preparing for our future that extends beyond our lives here in this world. The
scriptures present the following reality.
“And the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever” (1 John 2:17).

When we consider what the Bible teaches
about what will happen in our future, there are
important points we need to remember.
This world will one day come to an end.
Peter wrote about this in 2 Peter 3:10:
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night, in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be
burned up.

In 2 Peter 3:7, Peter wrote, “But the
heavens and the earth, which are now, by the
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire
against the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men”. Paul told the brethren in Corinth, “While we look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are temporal, but
the things which are not seen are eternal” (2

Cor. 4:18). Many refuse to contemplate the
possibility that this world will not exist at
some time in the future. Yet the scriptures
teach that this world will one day be destroyed
and that this reality is part of God’s plan.
Our souls will live on past our time on
earth. Jesus told the penitent thief on the
cross, “Verily I say unto thee, today thou shalt
be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). Both
Jesus and the thief would die before the day
ended (Luke 23:46; John 19:31-33). However,
Jesus affirmed in His promise to the thief that
there was a life after death. Death is not the
end of our existence. This is why Jesus told
His disciples, “...Lazarus sleepeth” (John
11:11) even though He knew that Lazarus had
died (John 11:13-14). Unless the Lord returns
first, when our time on earth is over, our bodies will “return to the earth as it was” and our
spirits “shall return unto God” (Eccl. 12:7).
After this life is over, there are only two
places we could go. If the Lord has not yet
returned, our spirits will go to Hades where we
will be in either paradise or torment (Luke
16:22-23). After the Lord returns, we will either be sentenced to hell where we will face
eternal punishment (Matt. 25:41) or be welcomed into heaven (Matt. 25:34) to enjoy
“eternal life” (Matt. 25:46). There is no third
option. Neither home is temporary. Once we
are in one of those places, there will be no op-

portunity to go to the other. Man’s judgment
will be based “according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).
Knowing that our eternal fate is determined by
what we do in this life, we should be sure we
are diligent to prepare. How is this done?
First, we must practice righteousness. John wrote that the one who “doeth
righteousness” does not need to “be ashamed
before Him at His coming” (1 John 2:28-29).
What does “doeth righteousness” mean? Paul
told Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2
Tim. 3:16-17). The word of God shows us
how to be righteous and it equips us to do everything that would be pleasing to Him. Therefore, to prepare for the end, we must do what
the Lord has instructed us to do in His word.
Second, we must obey the gospel. Practicing righteousness is about the overarching principle of doing what the word of
God teaches. Paul wrote that the righteousness
of God “is revealed” in the gospel so that we
can “live by faith” (Rom. 1:16-17). Therefore,
to practice righteousness is to obey the gospel.
Paul later explained later what this meant:
“But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which was delivered
you” (Rom 6:17). This “form of doctrine” was
shown in Romans 6:3-4:
Know ye not that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.

Those who believe that Jesus is the Christ
will obey Him (Luke 6:46). To prepare for the
end, we must be sure we have obeyed the gospel by turning from our sin and being baptized
to have our sins washed away (Acts 2:37-38).
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Third, after we have obeyed the gospel,
we must remain faithful to the Lord. Jesus
told the Christians in Smyrna, “...Be thou faithful unto death, and I will thee a crown of
life” (Rev. 2:10). The Hebrew writer explained
that we must have patience so that we “might
receive promise” (Heb. 10:36). If we “draw
back,” the Lord “has no pleasure in him” and it
will result in our “perdition” (Heb. 10:38-39).

The Importance of Readiness
Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come. (Matt. 24:42)

We know this world will come to an end
(1 John 2:17). We also know that our lives will
come to an end (James 4:14), provided the
Lord does not return first (1 Thess. 4:16-17).
Yet we do not know when these will happen –
neither the day of our death (Luke 12:19-20) or
the day in which the Lord returns to judge the
world (2 Peter 3:10; Acts 17:31). Because of
this, we need to be ready at all times.
The scriptures warn of the fate of the unprepared. In the parable of the wise and foolish
virgins (Matt. 25:1-12), Jesus described five
wise virgins who had plenty of oil for their
lamps as they waited for the bridegroom who
was delaying and five foolish virgins who ran
out of oil and had to go buy more. While they
were gone, the bridegroom came and they were
shut out of the wedding feast and were not permitted to enter. Jesus offered the parable to
emphasize the importance of readiness and not
being caught unprepared. “Watch therefore, for
ye do know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” (Matt. 25:13).
The fact that the world still remains means
that God is patient and is giving us the time
and opportunity to make things right with Him.
Rather than being like the mockers who
scoffed at the idea of the Lord’s return (2 Pet.
3:3-4), use this time to do His will and prepare
to meet Him. Let us eagerly await the coming
of Christ so that we can finally and eternally be
home with Him in heaven.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
OCTOBER will be

Prepare your
visitors’ list!

VISITORS,

are
you puzzled about
anything that you
see or hear in today's
service? Is there a
burning Bible question to which you want an accurate Bible answer? If so, then don’t hesitate to ask us. The
minister welcomes any Bible question that you
may have. On your visitor’s card, simply indicate your desire to talk with him. Or, you
may tell an usher that you would like to see
him. We want your questions to be answered.

MONTH

The church’s leadership encourages every
adult member and visitor to participate in
our study of Joshua, chapter 24, under the
topic, “What Time Is It?”. The chapter gives
Joshua’s final sermon to
Israel. Learn what he
has to say. Come on Sundays at 9:00AM and
Wednesdays at 6:30PM
to hear the call God is
giving to us today
through Joshua. The class
is taught by our minister,
Dr. W. F. Washington.

Call if a ride is needed for Sunday AM,
Sunday PM or Wednesday PM
954-599-9195 (Elijah Thompson) or
954-591-3140 (James Franklin)
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DID MY NEIGHBOR...
See that 1 do not make time for Sunday
Bible study?
See that I only give the Lord Sunday
mornings, but spend the Sunday evening
worship time for my own pleasures?

See that I absent myself from the
assembly when guests come into my home,
and thus I put men before God?

Bible Study (4:00PM) ...........................
Sick Ministry (6:00PM) .........................
Prayer Service (6:30PM).....................
Home Economics Class (9:00AM) .......

TODAY
Sept.10
Sept.12
Sept.15

Hear from my lips speech that is
impure, and unbecoming any child of God?
See me and my family cavort around
the community in immodest apparel, as if
the Bible had nothing to say about
modesty?
See that I have done little to train up my
children in the way of the Lord, and that I
have exercised very little discipline in the
home?
See that I completely ignore the work of
the church when Wednesday evenings roll
around? See that when the church has
gospel meetings, VBS, etc., that I show
very, very little interest in such?
Then I know some reasons why my
friends and neighbors have not shown
interest in the truth, and why they may
never be converted!

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances, Martha
Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Barbara Adams, Annie Albritton, Louise Bowman,
Raf Campbell, Arnetta Cross, Brooklyn Delancy,
Aletha Denmark, Kristin Dicks, Felisha Downer,
Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason, Nelzene Edwards,
Loerine Ellis, Destiny Eugene., Daniel Eugene, Bessie
Everitt, Phillip Everett, Linda Frazier, Hanley
Freeman, Ann Garner, John-Billy Glover, Linda
Green, Cora Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Alfred Hines,
Nicole Hines & family, Joe Holland, Vernon
Holland, Brad Johnson, Becky Johnson, Catie
Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis Johnson, Chicago
Jones, Brenda King, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins,
Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons, Isaac McDowell, Elouise
Mash, Suzanna Middleton, Sharon Monroe, Willie
Mae Morris, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish,
Patricia Reeves, Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson,
Peggy Rogers, Rachel Scoggins, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton,
Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt Tukes,
Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker, Lillie
Walker, Lucille Walker, Ray Watson, Joshua
Webb, Marie Webb, Ranspord Webley, Annie
Williams, Betty Williams, Harold Winley, Jackie
Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of SEPTEMBER
MORNING

Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Prayer

Glenn Barbee

Willie Hamilton

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, L. Frazier
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee, C. Jean, B. Davis, D. Gray,

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

M. Allen, A. Dangleben

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, D. Gray, M. Allen, A. Dangleben
Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class

10
10
10
15
15
15
15
15
175

4
3
5
5
3
7
7
6
11
121

*GOAL MET

Total:

172

Sept. 2, 2018
COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

$

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2018)
Placed Membership
Visitors

$

300
300
100

12.00*
5.00
5.01
6.00
8.00
21.00
8.00
30.00*
—

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK
AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

—

ACTUAL
9/02/2018
—
163
33
2
2

