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From The Minister’s Pen

How To Lose Your Soul

J

esus spoke of the great value of the soul: “For
what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? Or what will a man
give in exchange for his soul?” (Matt. 16:26).
Our soul is more valuable than anything and
everything in this world. Our soul is the part of us
that was made in the image of God (Gen. 1:27)
and is redeemed by the blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18
-19). Jesus said that it is foolish for one to forfeit
his soul for everything that is of the world. Yet
many people forfeit their souls for far less than
that. Just how does one lose his or her soul? It is
far easier than many think. There are four ways.

Do What You Want in Religion
This is the “join the church of your choice”
mentality. Denominational preachers have encouraged men and women to find the church that they
prefer rather than directing them to the church that
Jesus purchased with His blood (Acts 20:28). This
has resulted in a countless number of churches
preaching different messages and offering different programs in an effort to be the church that people —not Christ— would choose. The Bible plainly
teaches that those who simply do what they want
in religion will be lost. Notice the words of Jesus:
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity. (Matt. 7:21-23).

“Many” people will stand before Jesus in judgment who will be condemned despite doing things
which they will claim to be in the name of the
Lord. Even though these people believed in Christ
and did things in His name, they were guilty of
“lawlessness.” That is, they engaged in practices
for which there was no Bible authority.
In religion, there is a standard to which all must
adhere. Paul told Timothy, “Hold fast the form of
sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. ” (2 Tim.
1:13). We are to have authority for all that we say
and do (Col. 3:17). Claiming something is being
done in the name of Christ and, therefore, is a
good work does not make it so. Good works are
defined by God in His word (2 Tim. 3:16-17). If
we engage in other works (lawlessness), we will
be lost.

Focus on Material Things
Some people forfeit their souls in the pursuit of
material goods (Matt. 16:26). Jesus told a parable
about a rich man who did this very thing:
And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:
And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I
do, because I have no room where to bestow my
fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down
my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow
all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my
soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, [and] be merry. But
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God said unto him, [Thou] fool, this night thy soul
shall be required of thee: then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided? (Luke 12:1621).

This man’s sin was not that he was rich, that
he had a bountiful harvest, or that he decided to
build bigger barns. His sin was in pursuing these
things while neglecting the condition of his soul.
He foolishly thought he would have time in the
future to concern himself with spiritual things.
Jesus explained in the parable of the sower that
the pursuit of material things will choke out the
word (Luke 8:14). Someday this world will be
gone (2 Peter 3:10). Then what? Obviously, there
must be some balance. It is necessary to work and
earn a living (2 Thess. 3:10; 1 Tim. 5:8; Eph.
4:28), but we must remember what is most important. Jesus said, “Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth... lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven...For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.” (Matt. 6:19-21).

Become Complacent
Paul compared the life of a Christian with a
race and told the Corinthians to “run, that ye may
obtain” and that the one who wins is one who
“...is temperate in all things ” (1 Cor. 9:24-25).
Just as in a race, if we slow down or stop in our
service to God, we will not obtain the prize.
Even Paul, an apostle and preacher of the gospel, needed to keep striving for the prize: “But I
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection:
lest that by any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway.” (1 Cor.
9:27). There is a real danger for Christians to fall
away by developing “an evil heart of unbelief” (Heb. 3:12). The Hebrew writer encouraged
the brethren: “Let us labour therefore to enter into
that rest, lest any man fall after the same example
of unbelief ” (Heb. 4:11).
Paul warned the brethren in Philippi about the
danger of becoming complacent. He encouraged
them to “...press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
3:14). Paul could not say he had obtained the

prize yet (Phil. 3:13) and neither could these
brethren. Peter also warned about a lax attitude
toward Satan and his temptations: “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). When we let our
guard down, we are the most vulnerable. We will
never reach a point in life when we can stop striving for the goal and working to overcome sin. We
are to be “faithful unto death” (Rev. 2:10), no
matter how far in the future that may be.

Rely Too Much Upon Others
We are each responsible for our own salvation.
Paul wrote, “...work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). We are to do this
because each of us – as individuals – will “appear
before the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:10).
We cannot rely on a preacher to guide us in the
truth. We must do as the Bereans did – “searched
the scriptures daily” (Acts 17:11). We cannot rely
on the local church for our spiritual growth and
encouragement. Growing in faith and being built
up comes from the word of God (Acts 20:32)
which we should study on our own (2 Tim. 2:15).
We cannot rely on the faithfulness of our family.
The Lord said, “...the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall be upon him. ” (Ezekiel 18:20).
Certainly, others can help us in our walk. But
ultimately, your salvation is your responsibility.
If you fail to do what the Lord requires, you will
be lost, no matter what happens to your preacher,
brethren, or family.
God has extended His grace to us and made
salvation available to all (Titus 2:11). Do not be
like the fool who let something get in the way of
his salvation (Luke 12:16-21). When this life is
over, if we have lost our soul, there will be no
way to save it (Matt. 16:26). “...Behold, now is
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). Take advantage of the gift of
God and do what He has required so that you
may reach the promised rest.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
Celebrating Clergy
Appreciation Month
Beginning today and throughout the entire month of Octo-

ber, we will recognize as
“Clerg y Ap p reci ati o n
Month” in the United States.
This month, we too will make an extra effort
to express our love and appreciation for our
minister, Dr. W. F. Washington, who is —
and always has been— an exceptional minister. He has dedicated his life to proclaiming the gospel of Christ and to addressing
our spiritual needs.
Expressing our love and appreciation
during Clergy Appreciation Month is one
way we can counter the negative attacks in
the lives of our ministers with the positive affirmation they need. It is hoped that each
member will pause to express, in some way,
their love for him and their appreciation for
how the Lord has blessed our lives through
his ministry. Pray for him, give him a kind
word, your support, gift, a “thank you” or
express yourself in another way to let him
know that you appreciate him and his work.
Today and during October, the church
encourages our minister.to enjoy some well
deserved and needed rest . Each Sunday this
month a visiting minister is scheduled to
preach. Invite someone to hear these dynamic and scripturally sound gospel preachers.
Plan to attend morning and evening worship
services today and throughout the month of
October to participate in our shower of love
and appreciation for our minister.

—To Dr. Washington —

Thank You!! We Love You!!

Today we welcome David
Wilson, minister of Kings Church
of Christ (Brooklyn, NY) and the
first of our Clergy Appreciation
David Wilson Month speakers. We also welcome Jason Walker (Brooklyn,
NY), our guest song leader. We
appreciate their willingness to
participate in today’s Clergy
Appreciation. We look forward
Jason Walker to their leading us in the celebration of our Lord in song and the preaching of the gospel. They will be present at
this evening’s worship service and we expect
all members to attend.

“I will therefore that men pray everywhere, lifting up
holy hands without wrath and doubting.” (1 Tim. 2:8)

Elijah Bush, Sr.
(Birmingham, AL)
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Bible Study (4:00PM) ...........................
Sick Ministry (6:00PM) .........................
Prayer Service (6:00PM).....................
Home Economics Class (9:00AM) .......

TODAY
Sept.30
Oct. 2
Oct. 5

It’s time to begin bringing the following
items for Thanksgiving food donations:
Canned corn
Canned green beans
Packaged macaroni and cheese
Packaged corn bread
Place your donation in one of the food
barrels located in the rear hallway.

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
As we have done in
recent years, everyone
is asked to wear something PINK each Sunday
during the month of
October in observance
of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month —
supporting the fighters,
admiring the survivors,
and honoring the taken.

What happens at
church doesn’t need
to stay at church.

Shine your light

all week!

Matthew 5:15-16

Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:

Barbara Adams, Annie Albritton, Louise Bowman,
Raf Campbell, Arnetta Cross, Thelma Daise,
Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha Denmark, Kristin Dicks,
Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason,
Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny Eugene.,
Daniel Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett,
Linda Frazier, Hanley Freeman, John-Billy Glover,
Linda Green, Cora Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Joe
Holland, Vernon Holland, Brad Johnson, Becky
Johnson, Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis
Johnson, Chicago Jones, Brenda King, Annie Lee,
Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons, Isaac
McDowell, Elouise Mash, Suzanna Middleton,
Sidney Molines, Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae
Morris, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Patricia
Reeves, Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Peggy
Rogers, Rachel Scoggins, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton,
Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt
Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker,
Lucille Walker, Ray Watson, Joshua Webb,
Marie Webb, Ranspord Webley, Annie Williams,
Betty Williams, Harold Winley, Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of SEPTEMBER
MORNING

Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Prayer

Glenn Barbee

Willie Hamilton

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, L. Frazier
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee, C. Jean, B. Davis, D. Gray,

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

M. Allen, A. Dangleben

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, D. Gray, M. Allen, A. Dangleben
Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class

10
10
10
15
15
15
15
15
175

4
8
6
3
7
7
4
10
126

*GOAL MET

Total:

175

Sept. 23, 2018
COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

$

10.00
18.24
6.00
9.00
34.00*
7.00
27.00
292.17

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK
AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

$ 403.41

S ERM ON N O T E S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2018)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
100

ACTUAL
9/23/2018
132
181
35
2
35

