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From The Minister’s Pen

How To Become A Christian
It is common today hear people say: "I hope
I am a Christian." In every other relationships of
life, man is able to have a degree of certainty;
and so it is with the person who is a Christian.
The married man knows that he is married; he
has complied with the terms necessary to put
him into that relationship. The man who is a
Christian also may have certainty with reference
to his relationship to Christ if so be that he has
complied with the terms by which he becomes
married unto Christ. (Rom. 7:4.) One is not left
to wonder or hope that he is a Christian, because
in simple words and definite commandments
God has told the sinner what he must do to be
saved from his sins and thus become a Christian.
I. Hearing - One who is willing to hear what
God says, and do it, need have no doubt or uncertainty at all concerning his forgiveness. If he
refuses to hear the gospel of Christ, of course he
cannot be saved. For God saves through preaching. "For after that in the wisdom of God, the
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe." (1 Cor. 1:21.) And again, "No man can
come to me, except the Father which hath sent
me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last
day. It is written in ;he prophets. And they shall
be all taught of God. Every man therefore that
hath heard, and hath learned of the Father
cometh unto me." (John 6:44, 45.) And Paul
said, "So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God." (Rom. 10:17.) It is

not strange in view of such truths that we find a
preacher or teacher present in every case of
conversion recorded in the New Testament.
II. Faith - Having heard the gospel of Christ,
one is in a position to have faith in Christ. Faith
is a prime requisite of salvation. It is not the only essential, as some falsely claim; but certainly
no one can be saved without it. "For if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your
sins." (John 8:24.) Since faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God, in the
New Testament, we have a sufficient ground for
our faith, an abundance of evidence on which
belief is to be based. "Many other signs truly
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples which
are not written in this book; but these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing ye might
have life in his name." (John 20:30, 31.) There
are three things very evident from these passages; (1) Faith comes by hearing the gospel; (2)
that faith is not a belief in creeds, disciplines,
and church manuals, but it is faith in Jesus
Christ as God's Son; (3) such faith does not in
itself make us children of God, but it gives us
"power to become" sons of God. (John 1:12.)
III. Repentance - When one has come to
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God he
then is ready to repent of his past sins. Repentance is an act of the will by which a man makes
a decision to cease from sin and turn to God. If
a man is to be saved, it is necessary that he re-

pent and turn from all sins. "That repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in his
name among all nations beginning at Jerusalem." (Luke 24:47.) Peter said, "Repent ye
therefore and be converted that your sins may
be blotted out," (Acts 3:19) and Paul declared,
"The times of this ignorance God winked at: but
now commandeth all men everywhere to repent." (Acts 17:30.) Peter also states that it is
God's will that all men should come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9.) And it was Jesus himself
who stated, "Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." (Luke 13:3.)
Many are confused on what constitutes repentance. The story of two sons as told by
Christ according to Matthew 21:28-31 gives a
fine illustration of its meaning. A certain man
asked his two sons to go and work in the vineyard. One of them said, "I will not"; but afterward "he repented and went." This son did two
things (1) he "repented" and (2) he "went." The
repenting was simply a change of mind, a
change of will. Repentance precedes reformation of life; it precedes the remission of sins.
For without repentance there will be no reformation; neither will there be any forgiveness.
IV. Confession - Having heard the gospel
and allowed it to produce faith in Christ as the
Son of God, this faith in Christ having brought
one to the point of repentance, one is ready to
confess faith in Christ before men. In stating the
necessity of confession of faith, Apostle Paul
said, "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation" (Rom. 10:9, 10). This
clear and simple statement of the necessity of
confession of faith in Christ with the mouth is in
complete harmony with the words of the Lord
himself. For Christ said, "Whosoever therefore
shall confess me before men, him will I also
confess before my Father which is in heaven." (Matt. 10:32.) Now notice: this confession
(1) is before men; (2) is with the mouth; (3) is
unto salvation; (4) precedes baptism (Acts 8:36-
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38); and (5) if we do not make it, we will not be
confessed before God. This confession is something that is essential and cannot be ignored.
V. Baptism - The person who has heard the
gospel, believed in Christ, repented of past sins,
and confessed the name of Christ is no longer a
fit subject for the devil's kingdom. He is now
ready to be baptized into Christ. Jesus said, "He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be
damned" (Mark 16:16). Paul said, "Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into
death." (Rom. 6:4.) Peter said, "Repent ye, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of sins" (Acts
2:38). It was the same apostle who at the house
of Cornelius "commanded them to be baptized
in the name of Jesus" (Acts 10:48).
From the passages it is clear that (1) baptism is a burial; (2) it is for the remission of
sins; (3) it is commanded of God and is necessary to salvation; (4) it puts one into Christ, into his body, into the church, thus it is the act by
which one becomes a new creature in Christ, a
Christian.
Salvation is secured through faith and obedience, and baptism is a command of God, and
must be obeyed in order that one might become
a citizen in the kingdom of heaven, a member
of the church, a Christian. Faith working obedience is God's plan for the salvation of man, he
has no other.
Throughout the New Testament God holds
out the promise of salvation from past sins and
eternal life to all who will obey His simple plan
and live faithfully while upon this earth. This is
God's plan, not man's. The one who accepts it
is obeying God, not man. The one who rejects
it is rejecting God. Every man must decide for
himself. And in the final judgment every man
shall account to God for the decision he has
made. Will you not carefully study the matter,
and make your decision to do that which God
has commanded that you might become a
Christian?
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s

Following next Sunday’s PM worship service, the Golden Heights family will
demonstrate our love and appreciation to
Dr. and Mrs. Washington for their selfless
contributions during 2018. All members,
ministries, committees and Bible classes are
asked to give the Washingtons a holiday
greeting card containing a monetary contribution. In giving, please consider the great
work that this congregation has accomplished for the glory of God this year.
For members who wish to include Dr. and
Mrs. Washington in your holiday gift
giving, a gift box has been placed on the
Hospitality Desk. Please put your gift inside a greeting card and place it in the box.
Gifts are voluntary, however everyone is
encouraged to participate.
In accordance with our usual
holiday schedule, midweek
Bible study will NOT be
held on Wednesday, Dec.
26th. Be sure to continue
your personal Bible study
each day.

Begin the New Year with singing praises,
praying, hearing God’s Word and being
inspired to take a fresh new walk with a
deeper commitment to the Lord. Our Watch
Night service will be for the ENTIRE FAMILY!
The evening’s program will include:
**GOSPEL PREACHING**
**LOVE-FEST**
**JOYFUL and SPIRITED SINGING**
**REFRESHMENTS**
Come!! Bring family members and friends!!
Give thanks and praise to God for bringing
you and your family safely through 2018.
Come and be among godly people and a
place where the Bible is preached, believed,
and practiced. Plan to be with us to bring
in the New Year right!

Volunteers and
Donations Needed
The Bereavement Committee is in charge of handling the food for our
guests for the 2019 Ministers’ Institute Conference. We are in need of helpers and food
donations. A list is posted at the Hospitality
Desk. Please stop by today and let us know if
you would be interested in assisting us in this
endeavor. Please see Sis. Ethel Bess or Sis.
Ermine Thompson for fur ther details. You
may also contact Sis. Bess at 954-583-3721 or
Sis. Thompson at 954-599-9190.
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Bible Study (4:00PM) ........................... TODAY

MINISTERS’ INSTITUTE
CONFERENCE

Sick Ministry (6:00PM) .......................... Dec. 17
Bible Study (6:30PM) ........................... Dec. 19

January 20-24, 2019
Fort Lauderdale, FL

MIC Souvenir
Book Ads!
Business owners, church ministr ies, committees and members! Plan to place an advertisement in the 2019 Ministers’ Institute Conference souvenir book. The prices of ads follow:
Inside Front Cover
$225
Inside Back Cover
$225
Gold Page
$175
Silver Page
$150
Full Page
$125
One-half Page
$ 75
One-quarter Page
$ 45
One-eighth Page
$ 35
Patrons should place their donation of $5.00
in an envelope and given to the ladies at the
Hospitality Desk. Please place your name (as
it should appear in the souvenir book) on the
outside of the envelope.
Consider giving your
friend or family member
the gospel message as a
Christmas gift this year.
CDs and DVDs are available for all of the minister’s sermons. CDs are recordings of the AM
and PM sermons. In addition to these sermons, DVDs include the AM Bible class lesson.
Purchases can be made in the Evangelism
Office.

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Barbara Adams, Annie Albritton, Louise Bowman,
Raf Campbell, Arnetta Cross, Thelma Daise,
Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha Denmark, Kristin Dicks,
Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason,
Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny Eugene.,
Daniel Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett,
Linda Frazier, Hanley Freeman, John-Billy Glover,
Linda Green, Cora Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Joe
Holland, Vernon Holland, Brad Johnson, Becky
Johnson, Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis
Johnson, Chicago Jones, Brenda King, Annie Lee,
Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons, Isaac
McDowell, Elouise Mash, Suzanna Middleton,
Sidney Molines, Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae
Morris, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Patricia
Reeves, Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Peggy
Rogers, Rachel Scoggins, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton,
Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt
Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker,
Lucille Walker, Ray Watson, Joshua Webb,
Marie Webb, Ranspord Webley, Mary Wells,
Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Harold Winley,
Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of DECEMBER
MORNING

Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Kevin Azille

Prayer

Glenn Barbee

Tony Hugley

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, L. Frazier
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee, M. Strong

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, M. Strong
Ministerial Announcements

Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson, Lamont de Jarnett

Ushers

Head Ushers: Booker Bess, Tony Hugley
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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o l AtO
t enda
nce
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class

10
10
10
15
15
15
15
15
175

4
3
2
4
8
7
7
5
7
112

*GOAL MET

Total:

159

Dec. 9, 2018
COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

$

$

12.00*
5.00
23.00
10.00
7.00
32.00*
10.00
10.00
535.24

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2018)
Placed Membership
Visitors

AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 3 & 4

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

644.24

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK

300
300
100

ACTUAL
12/09/2018
157
37
2
-

