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From The Minister’s Pen

How Should We Live In 2019?
An old year has passed. Happy New
Year! As we have ushered out 2018 and
begin 2019, we make our resolutions and
reflect upon how quickly time passes, especially as we grow older. Thus, as we
begin a new year, let us examine how we
should live life in 2019.

is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).
Not only can clinging too tightly onto yesterday result in extra undue stress, but it
can also lead to those who through pride
“live in the past” and fail to grow. Therefore, let us remember yesterday as if it
had never happened.

First, let us remember yesterday as if
it had never happened. This does not
mean that we should not reflect upon
past failures to learn from them and such
like. However, much undue stress today
happens when people bring their problems forward into the present. God did
not make us to be able to deal with the
problems of yesterday that we bring into
the present challenges of the current, present day. This is why God encourages us
through Peter, “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7).
The apostle Paul understood this point
well when he declared, “Brethren, I count
not myself to have apprehended: but this
one thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto things which are before” (Phil. 3:13).
Jesus warned us, “No man, having put
his hand to the plough, and looking back,

Second, let us live today as if it were
our last day. Far too often, we become entwined in the hustle and bustle of our
busy lives and fail to heed this important
advice. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
discussed the worry of physical needs
when He stated, “Wherefore, if God so
clothe the grass of the field, which today
is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven…” (Matt. 6:30; Luke 12:28). However,
if we took this seriously and lived our
lives as if there would be no tomorrow,
how much more faithful would we be?
How much more loving would we be?
How much more forgiving would we be?
How much more prepared would we be?
Because of the approaching persecution,
this is why the Hebrew writer no less than
three times states in his epistle, “Today if
ye will hear his voice, harden not your
hearts…” (3:7-8, 15; 4:7). The Hebrew

writer wrote, “Take heed, brethren, lest
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God,
but exhort one another daily, while it is
called ‘Today,’ lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin” (Heb. 3:12-13).

If we lived today as if it were our last,
it would be much easier for us to “seek
those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth” (Col. 3:1-2). If we
lived today as if it were our last, it would
be much easier to “abstain from fleshly
lusts, which war against the soul” as
“strangers and pilgrims on the earth” (1
Pet. 2:11; Heb. 11:13), because as Moses, it
would be easier to choose “rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:25). Think about how much
more faithful we would be to the Lord
and more opportunistic towards our family, friends and everyone with whom we
encounter. Therefore, let us live today as
if it were our last day.
Third, let us plan for tomorrow with
the will of God in our mind. This is the
absolute point James makes in James 4:1317:
Go to now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into such a city,
and continue there a year, and buy
and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye
know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapor that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away. For that ye
ought to say, If the Lord will, we
shall live, and do this, or that. But
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now ye rejoice in your boastings: all
such rejoicing is evil. Therefore to him
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it
not, to him it is sin.
As we make our plans for 2019, we
should not ever make them without consideration for the will of God! If we are
not careful, we can make future plans as if
we are certain about the future, but such
is not true! These people to whom James
refers acted as if they knew what they
were going to do, when they were going
to do it, where they were going to go,
how long they were staying and even
how profitable their ventures would be.
Yet, they did not say anything about including God in their plans.
While we know the end of this life is
approaching, we do not know when such
will take place (2 Pet. 3:10). Everyone who
has ever faced any unseen adversity
knows that we cannot anticipate when
such will happen. In other words, the future is unclear! Let us be sure to understand that James does not condemn the
act of making plans for the future. For example, the apostle Paul commended the
Corinthians for their plans (2 Cor. 8:1-11;
9:1-7). Nevertheless, James condemns the
failure of including God and His will in
our plans! Thus, the questions that should
dominate our minds as we plan 2019 include, “What is the will of God in reference to this matter? What does God want
me to do?” God is in control! He should
be in control of our lives!
Therefore, how should we live life in
2019? Let us remember yesterday as if it
never happened, live today as if it were
our last day to live, and plan for tomorrow with the will of God in our minds.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
Online r egistration
for the 2019 Ministers’
Institute
Conference is activated on the conference
website.
Registrants will be
entitled to all conference amenities and events (MIC breakfast, banquet and workshops). The registration fee for the full conference is $160.00.
Full registration includes the cost for attendance at all day sessions, MIC Annual Breakfast and the MIC Annual Honor Banquet.
To register online, go to:
www.ministersinstituteconference.com
There will not be a cost to attend the evening vesper services. Memberss also may
register in the vestibule following the AM
and PM worship services.

MINISTERS’ INSTITUTE
CONFERENCE
January 20-24, 2019
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Visiting Facilitators
Powerful Vespers

Women’s Division
Convocations

Get detailed information on the MIC website:

www.ministersinstitute conference.com

Th e
Bereavemen t
Committee is in charge
of handling the food for
our guests for the 2019
Ministers’ Institute
Conference. We are
in need of helpers and
food donations. A
list is posted at the Hospitality Desk.
Please stop by today and let us know if you
would be interested in assisting us in this
endeavor. Please see Sis. Ethel Bess or
Sis. Ermine Thompson for further details. You may also contact Sis. Bess at 954
-583-3721 or Sis. Thompson at 954-5999190.
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January 21-23, 2019
The 2019 Ministers’ Institute Conference
will incorporate a Women’s Conference for
ladies in the brotherhood. Women from
across the U.S. will attend to hear dynamic
and informative women of like faith. The
conference dates will be January 21st - 23rd.
Sessions will be held at the Marriott Coral
Springs Hotel, Golf Club and Convention
Center. All Golden Heights ladies, as well
as all ladies throughout South Florida, are
invited. Registration cost is $25.00 for local
ladies.

Bible Study (4:00PM)...........................
Watch Night Service (9:00PM)..........
Midweek Bible Study (6:30PM).........
Word on the Street (9:30AM) .............

TODAY
Jan. 7
Jan. 9
Jan. 12

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Lillie Jackson

On Wednesday, January 23, 2019, from
7:00PM to 10:00PM, the Ministers’ Institute
Conference will have its annual Honor Banquet at the Mar r iott Cor al Spr ings Hotel,
Golf Club and Convention Center Fort
Lauderdale. This year’s banquet is fast approaching, so get your ticket soon! Each
committee and ministry is encouraged to purchase a banquet table. Tickets may be obtained in the church vestibule following today’s worship services.

Come and share the good
news about Jesus !!

Prayer Requests:
Barbara Adams, Annie Albritton, Louise Bowman,
Raf Campbell, Arnetta Cross, Thelma Daise,
Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha Denmark, Kristin Dicks,
Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason,
Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny Eugene.,
Daniel Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett,
Linda Frazier, Hanley Freeman, John-Billy Glover,
Linda Green, Cora Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Joe
Holland, Vernon Holland, Brad Johnson, Becky
Johnson, Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis
Johnson, Chicago Jones, Brenda King, Annie Lee,
Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons, Isaac
McDowell, Elouise Mash, Suzanna Middleton,
Sidney Molines, Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae
Morris, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Patricia
Reeves, Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Peggy
Rogers, Rachel Scoggins, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton,
Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt
Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker,
Lucille Walker, Ray Watson, Joshua Webb,
Marie Webb, Ranspord Webley, Mary Wells,
Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Harold Winley,
Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of JANUARY
MORNING

Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Kevin Azille

Prayer

Glenn Barbee

Tony Hugley

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, L. Frazier
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee, M. Strong

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, M. Strong
Ministerial Announcements

Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

James Franklin

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson, Lamont de Jarnett

Ushers

Head Ushers: Booker Bess, Tony Hugley
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class

10
10
10
15
15
15
15
15
175

4
3
1
10
5
7
114

*GOAL MET

Total:

144

Dec. 30, 2018
COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

$
2.00
5.00
63.00*
10.00
30.00*
290.05
$

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK
AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

400.05

S ERM ON N O T E S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2018)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
100

ACTUAL
12/30/2019
145
100
39
-

