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From The Minister’s Pen

The term "procrastinate" is defined: "to
put off doing something until a future time" "to defer, postpone." And, of course, the word
"consequences" simply means that which follows or results from a certain course or action.
It’s been said, “The road to hell is paved
with good intentions”. One of the easiest things
to do is to plan and promise to do what is right
and good; but when the time comes to fulfill
the plan, something always happens and we
don’t get it done. Almost everyone intends to
do right, straighten up and repent before he or
she dies, but we always want to wait until tomorrow or some future convenient time.
The youth feel they must "sow their wild
oats" because "we live but once." The middleaged think they must work and make all the
money they can while they are in their productive years, because the time will come when they
cannot do so. They say, "We must make hay
while the sun shines." The aged think they must
enjoy a few years of retirement and fun before
they settle down to seriously practicing religion.
The cycle continues with each generation and
each segment of society. Few consider the fact
that there is a judgment to which every one of
us must give an account. This judgment is
based upon our language (Matt. 12: 34), upon
our deeds done in the body (2 Cor. 5: 10), and
upon our works (Rev. 20: 12).

The normal and almost natural schemes
devised by man, to defer his responsible and
religious conduct to some future time while he
imbibes the pleasures of sin for a season, are all
totally absurd. Men and women die at all ages,
and many of die them suddenly. Eventually all
of us die (Heb. 9: 27). When death overtakes a
person at any age, his activity on earth ceases,
and his intended good is never done. The Lord
said, "Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man
cometh (Matt. 25; 13).
In Luke 12, Jesus spoke a parable stating
that a certain rich man increased abundantly
from his labors. He planned to pull down his
barns and to build greater ones. And having
filled these new barns, he would say to himself:
"And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast
much goods laid up for many years; take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be
required of thee: then whose shall those things
be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God" (Luke 12: 19-21).
The man in this parable made a number of
fatal mistakes, one of which was to defer or
ignore his present duty to God while he made
all provisions for his present and future physical
needs.
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Apostle Paul was called before Felix and
Drusilla because they wanted to "hear him concerning the faith in Christ." As Paul reasoned of
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to
come, Felix reacted by trembling, no doubt at
the realization of the consequences he must pay
if he continued to pursue his course of life. But
he responded: "Go thy way for this time; when
I have a convenient season, I will call for thee"
(Acts 24:25). Three important facts are to be
noted: (1) Felix listened and understood what
Paul said. (2) He understood his life was not in
harmony with what Paul preached and understood the consequences if he continued, thus he
trembled. (3) Finally, he gave the indication that
at some "convenient season" he would hear
again with a view to changing his life. All evidence indicated that Felix did what most people
do today: he procrastinated until it was too late.
We all are probably guilty of procrastinating
at times, but there are some things that God
wants us to take care of today. Hebrews 3:7-8
states, “To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden
not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the
day of temptation in the wilderness.”
.

God wants us to hear His voice right
NOW. We each have the wonderful blessing of
being able to hear God’s voice everyday by
studying His Word. The Bible is a living and
active message (Gen. 2:7; Heb. 4:12). Don’t
wait and allow to be dealt with later.
God wants us to obey His voice NOW. It is
the power to save our souls (James 1:21). All we
need to know about “life” and “godliness” is
found in God’s Word (2 Pet.1:3). Don’t procrastinate when it comes to hearing and obeying
God’s Word. Be like Ezra, who “prepared his
heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do
it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments” (Ezra 7:10).
God wants us saved right NOW. Salvation
should not be put off until another day. To
ignore the will of God with the built-in plan to
someday repent and reform, usually results in
leaving this life without God.

Isn’t It Strange???
Isn’t it strange – how two hours seem so
long when you’re at church, and how
short they seem when you’re watching a
good movie?
Isn’t it strange – that you can’t find a
word to say when you’re praying, but you
have no trouble thinking what to talk
about with a friend?
Isn’t it strange – how difficult and boring
it is to read one chapter of the Bible, but
how easy it is to read 100 pages of a popular novel?
Isn’t it strange – how everyone wants
front-row tickets to concerts or games,
but they do whatever is possible to sit at
the last row in church?
Isn’t it strange – how difficult it is to learn
a fact about God, to share it with others,
but how easy it is to learn, understand,
extend and repeat gossip?
Isn’t it strange – how we believe everything that magazines and newspapers say,
but we question the words of the Bible?
Isn’t it strange – How everyone wants a
place in heaven, but they don’t want to
believe, do, or say anything to get there?
Isn’t it strange – how I can be more worried about what other people think of me
than what God thinks of me?
Isn’t it sad – how simple it is for people to
trash God and then wonder why the world
is falling apart?
Isn’t it strange – how someone can say “I
believe in God,” but still follow Satan (who
also “believes” in God)!
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Church News and Views

1. The best book in the world is studied
here, and I want to know and follow it in
my everyday life.
2. The best day is observed, and I wish to
utilize it in learning of the Lord.
3. The best people assemble here, and I
want the blessing of their fellowship.
4. The best institution is awake and at work
and I want to begin the day with them.
5. The best work is being done, and I don’t
want to fall short of my Christian share.
6. The best development is assured, and I
yearn to grow mentally, morally and
spiritually.

WHY DON’T YOU COME TO
SUNDAY SCHOOL?
Sundays @ 9:00AM

What is a change agent? What are the
chief change agents that target the church
of Christ today? When, in the Bible, did
the desire to “change” occur? What scriptures address these change agents? These
and other important questions are being
addressed in the current Wednesday PM
adult lesson series. The new lesson series, “Change Agents in the Church”, is
being taught by our minister, Dr. Washington. Every adult member is encouraged to attend this Wednesday at
6:30PM. Please bring your Bible.

LESSON
HANDOUTS
The lesson handout for
“Change Agents in
the Church” has been
revised. Individuals
who were not present on Wednesday
night may obtain a copy of the new
handout today at the Hospitality Desk.
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Ronnie Jones
Tyrisa Rogers
(Baptized: May 12, 2019)

Sunday PM Bible Study(4:00PM) .. TODAY
Sick Ministry (6:00PM) .................. May 20
Midweek Bible Study (6:30PM) ..... May 22

in the

We congratulate Senior Master
Sergeant
Sherod
Thompson who r ecently
was promoted to Squadron
Superintendent, 375th Medical Operations Squadron at
Scott Air Force Base. In this
position, Sherod is the squadron’s senior enlisted leader and principal advisor to the squadron commander on matters
affecting the health, morale, welfare, readiness, professional development of enlisted
members. He assists the commander in organizing, training and equipping 260 medical
professionals for primary and specialty care
for 23,000 beneficiaries. We are proud of his
wonderful accomplishments. Sherod is the
son of Bro. Elijah and Sis. Ermine Thompson.

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:

Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:

Barbara Adams, Annie Albritton, Louise
Bowman, Mae Lois Byrd, Raf Campbell, Naise
Climes, Arnetta Cross, Thelma Daise, Brooklyn
Delancy, Aletha Denmark, Kristin Dicks, Felisha
Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason, Nelzene
Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny Eugene., Daniel
Eugene, Marie Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip
Everett, Linda Frazier, Hanley Freeman, Grace
Freeman, John-Billy Glover, Marcello Gordon,
Linda Green, Cora Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Joe
Holland, Vernon Holland, Brad Johnson, Becky
Johnson, Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis
Johnson, Chicago Jones, Brenda King, Annie
Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons,
Johnnie McClain, Isaac McDowell, Elouise
Mash, Paul Maxwell, Suzanna Middleton,
Sidney Molines, Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae
Morris, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Patricia
Reeves, Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Peggy
Rogers, Rachel Scoggins, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe
Sutton, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling,
Johnnie P. Walker, Lucille Walker, Ray Watson,
Ranspord Webley, Mary Wells, Annie Williams,
Betty Williams, Harold Winley, Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of MAY
MORNING
Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Kevin Azille

Prayer

Glenn Barbee

Booker Bess

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Song Leader

Song
Sermons
Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, L. Frazier
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee, M. Strong
PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, M. Strong

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Davonte Gray

Davonte Gray

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson, Lamont de Jarnett

Ushers

Head Ushers: Booker Bess, Tony Hugley
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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BIBLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REPORT
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

ATTENDANCE
GOAL
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten
Grades 1 & 2
Grades 3 & 4
Grades 5 & 6
Grades 7 & 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
Ladies Class
Men’s Class
Sound Doctrine Class
*GOAL MET

4
2
4
8
4
5
3
4
9
21
11
44

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
65
30
80
Total:

May 12, 2019
COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$ 12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
150.00
150.00
200.00

119

10.00
20.00 *
5.00
7.00 *
9.00
26.00
7.00
27.00
30.00
48.00
177.07

A T TE N DA NC E
ADULT: Sound Doctr ine
YOUTH: Gr ades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: Sound Doctr ine
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 366.07

MAY 12, 2019

THE
RECORD
SPEAKS

#1 CLASSES
OF THE WEEK

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2019)
Placed Membership
Visitors

GOAL
300
300
100

ACTUAL
124
122
12
5
-

