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From The Minister’s Pen

In religion, it is absolutely crucial that
individuals decide the "authority issue" before engaging in any practice. Proper authority is most important. When Jesus
taught in the Jewish temple, He was confronted by Jewish religious leaders as to His
authority for what He was doing and teaching (Matt. 21:23). "By what authority doest
thou these things? and who gave thee this
authority?" No doubt they did not ask with
the right motive, and it is very likely that
they could have known if they had properly
examined the evidence available. Jesus then
turned the whole matter around and asked
them the same basic question regarding
John's baptism. "The baptism of John,
whence was it? From heaven or from
men" (Matt. 21:25)? Those were the only
two alternatives. They knew the answer,
though they chose to reply "we cannot
tell" (Matt. 21:27).

Father by him" (Col. 3:17). “In the name of”
means “by the authority of”.

The doing of things by God's authority will bring His blessing. However the doing of anything without God's authority, but
only with man's authority, is iniquity
(lawlessness) and is sinful (Matt. 7:21-23).
We are plainly told, "And whatsoever ye do
in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the

Man has always had the tendency to
act according to their "heart" or feelings
and/or their own thinking. The book of
Judges describes a time of anarchy, confusion, and lawlessness in Israel after the
death of Moses and his successor, Joshua.
The last verse of this book tells the reason
for such a state of affairs: "In those days

The divided state of the religious world
and the chaos of conflicting doctrines and
practices are due to men acting upon some
authority other than the authority of God.
"God is not the author of confusion" (1 Cor.
14:33). The authority of Christ will produce
people who all speak the same thing, have
no divisions among them, and are perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment (1 Cor. 1:10), who
are "endeavoring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph. 4:3).
THE AUTHORITY OF MEN
The authority of men comes from one of
two basic sources or a combination of the
two. Those sources are the thinking and
feelings of the (1) individual and (2) human
traditions which have been handed down.
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there was no king in Israel, every man did
that which was right in his own eyes”.
(Judges 21:25). Each person used no objective standard of conduct, but decided for
himself what was right and wrong. Solomon
wrote, "There is a way which seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways
of death" (Prov. 14:12). Saul of Tarsus is a
classic example of one who learned that
what you think is right may not be right. Of
his vigorous persecution of Christians, Paul
said, "I verily thought with myself, that I
ought to do many things contrary to the
name of Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts 26:9).
Jeremiah 17:9 warns about reliance upon
one's heart because, "The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it?" Therefore, the Bible
warns, "He that trusteth in his own heart is
a fool" (Prov. 28:26). The one who trusts in
and acts according to what he or she thinks
or feels is going to do as he pleases without
consideration of others.
Human tradition is the standard of authority for multitudes. The Samaritan woman at the well asked Jesus a question regarding the proper place for worship. As a
Samaritan, she worshipped according to
the tradition of her fathers. She said, "Our
fathers worshiped in this mountain; and ye
say, that in Jerusalem is the place where
men ought to worship" (John 4:20). The
Jews of Jesus' day worshipped God in vain
because they followed the commandments
of men (Matt. 15:9). He told them that they
had "...made the commandment of God of
none effect by your tradition" (Matt. 15:6).
They even went so far as to "...reject the
commandment of God, that ye may keep
your own tradition" (Mark 7:9). Some of
those Jews were later converted to Christ

and redeemed "...from your vain conversation (manner of life) received by tradition
from your fathers" (1 Peter 1:18). Even
today there are many who worship and
serve in some religious group because "our
family has been ___ (some religious group)
for years." Such human tradition carries no
weight with God. Unless it is based firmly
upon God's word, no human tradition is
worthy to be followed.
Often, there is a combination of what
one thinks and what the tradition thinks
and practices. Saul not only thought within
himself that he ought to do many things
contrary to the name of Jesus (Acts 26:910, Acts 22:3-5), but he also acted with the
full authority of his fathers' religion and its
leaders. Traditions of men often color what
one will "think in his heart." Therefore, the
combination is often very powerful.
In order to enter the kingdom of heaven, it is imperative that we do the Father's
will by acting on by His authority, and not
what tradition says, or what we personally
feel or think (Matt. 7:21).
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CHURCH-WIDE
Wednesday, 6:30PM

If my people,
which
are called by
my name,
shall humble
themselves,
and pray, and
seek my face,
and turn from
their wicked
ways; then will
I hear from
heaven, and
will forgive
their sin, and
will heal their
land.
-2 Chr. 7:14-

www.ministersinstituteconference.com

MIC VOLUNTEERS
and DONATIONS
NEEDED
The Bereavement Committee is in charge of
handling the food for our
guests at the 2020 Ministers’ Institute Conference. We are in need of helpers and food
donations. A list is posted at the Hospitality
Desk. Please stop by today and let us know if
you would be interested in assisting us in this
endeavor. Please see Sis. Ethel Bess or Sis.
Ermine Thompson for further details. You
may also contact Sis. Bess at 954-583-3721
or Sis. Thompson at 954-599-9190.

D E CE M BE R 3 1, 20 19
Begin to invite your friends
and relatives NOW!!

Call if a ride is needed for Sunday AM,
Sunday PM or Wednesday PM
954-599-9195 (Elijah Thompson) or
954-591-3140 (James Franklin)
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BIBLE FOOLS
The Bible clearly teaches that it is a sin to
refer to one as a fool in a contemptible manner (Matt. 5:22). The Bible, also, teaches that
it is proper to refer to one who is not wise as
foolish or a fool (1 Cor. 3:19-20). It would
be bad enough to be called a fool by another human, but even more so by God! Just
who is a fool according to God?
1. The one who will not listen to advice—

Sunday PM Bible Study (4:00PM) .. TODAY
Sick Ministry (6:00PM).................... Dec. 2
Prayer Service (6:30PM) ................. Dec. 4
Home Economics Class (9:00AM ) . . Dec. 7

“fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Pro. 1:7).

2. The one who pays no attention to warning — “A wise man feareth, and departeth
from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident”
(Prov. 14:16).
3. One who persists in evil—“As a dog retuneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his
folly” (Prov. 26:11).
4. One who believes everything he hears—
“The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going” (Prov.
14:15).
5. The one who mocks at sin—“Fools make a
mock at sin” (Prov. 14:9).
6. The one who gets mad easily—“A fool’s
wrath is presently known: but a prudent man
covereth shame” (Prov. 12:16).
7. Those who talk too much—“...the lips of a
fool will swallow up himself. The beginning of
the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the
end of his talk is mischievous madness. A fool
also is full of words” (Eccl. 10:12-14).

8. The one who drinks alcoholic beverages— “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not
wise” (Prov. 20:1).
9. The one who says there is no God—“The
fool hath said in his heart, There is no
God” (Psa. 14:1).
.

10. The one who does not prepare for the
judgment (Matt. 25). The one who is not prepared is like a man trying to sleep on a bed
too short with cover too narrow (Isa. 28:20).

DON’T BE A FOOL!!

.

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances, Martha
Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:

Barbara Adams, Annie Albritton, Raf Campbell,
Naise Climes, Arnetta Cross, Thelma Daise,
Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha Denmark, Kristin Dicks,
Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason,
Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Virginia Ethridge,
Destiny Eugene., Daniel Eugene, Marie Eugene,
Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett, Linda Frazier, Hanley
Freeman, Grace Freeman, Ann Garner, John-Billy
Glover, Linda Green, Cora Hargrett, Anthony
Hightower, Dudley Hill,
Joe Holland, Vernon
Holland, Brad Johnson, Becky Johnson, Catie
Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Ivory Johnson, Sr., Louis
Johnson, Aden Jordan, Cynthia Jordan, Brenda
King, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Mary
Lyons, Isaac McDowell, Elouise Mash, Suzanna
Middleton, Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae Morris,
Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Patricia Reeves,
Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Monica Robinson,
Robinson Family, Peggy Rogers, Rachel Scoggins,
Richard & Jean Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne
Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong,
Joe Sutton, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P.
Walker, Lucille Walker, Ray Watson, Ranspord
Webley, Mary Wells, Annie Williams, Betty
Williams, Harold Winley, Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of DECEMBER
MORNING
Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Kevin Azille

Prayer

Glenn Barbee

Booker Bess

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermon

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, M. Strong
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee,

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, M. Strong
Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Tony Hugley

Tony Hugley

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson, Lamont DeJarnett

Ushers

Head Ushers: Booker Bess, Tony Hugley
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn
Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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BIBLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REPORT
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

ATTENDANCE
GOAL

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten
Grades 1 & 2
Grades 3 & 4
Grades 5 & 6
Grades 7 & 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
Ladies Class
Men’s Class
Sound Doctrine Class

NUMBER
3
3
3
4
6
8
3
22
12
44

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
65
30
80

*GOAL MET

Total:

THE
RECORD
SPEAKS

109

November 24, 2019
COLLECTION
GOAL

AMOUNT

$ 12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
150.00
150.00
200.00

10.00
6.00
28.00*
*
8.00
23.00
25.00
63.00
51.00
144.00

#1 CLASSES
OF THE WEEK
ATTENDANCE
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

COLLECTION
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 1 & 2

$ 358.00

NOVEMBER 24, 2019

GOAL

ACTUAL

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Baptisms (2019)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
100

`

110
30
5
-

