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From The Minister’s Pen

Many say that we cannot understand the
Bible. Though if we could, they would also
believe that we cannot understand the Bible alike. This belief is often used to justify
the many doctrines and denominations we
see in the religious world. But is the assertion true that we cannot understand the Bible? Can we even say we understand the
Bible if we do not understand it alike?
God’s will is revealed in the Bible (1 Cor.
2:7-10). The word of God has been revealed
in such a way that we can understand it.
Paul wrote to the Ephesians concerning the
mystery which he had revealed and said,
“How that by revelation he made known
unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in
few words, whereby, when ye read, ye may
understand my knowledge in the mystery
of Christ)” (Eph. 3:3-4). The Ephesians
were not to come to a different understanding than Paul. The message was revealed in such a way that they could have
the same understanding that Paul had.
Since we have the word of God today, we
can have the same understanding as well.
God created us (Gen. 1:26). He certainly
knows how to reveal His will in such a way

that His creation would understand. After
all, God not only created our bodies, but
our minds as well. He understands the way
man thinks and comprehends. To say that
we cannot understand the Bible is to accuse
God of being incapable of properly communicating with the very ones He created.

God has instructed us to understand His
will. Paul told the Ephesians, “Wherefore be
ye not unwise, but understanding what the
will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17). Understanding God’s will is necessary for us to be
saved from sin (Matt. 13:15). To say that
we cannot understand the word of God,
which reveals His will, is to indict God as
being unjust for requiring something that
we cannot do.
If we do not understand the Bible, the
fault does not lie with God, but with us. “The
law of the LORD is perfect, converting the
soul: the testimony of the LORD [is] sure,
making wise the simple (Psalm 19:7). What
is necessary for us to understand the Bible?

A willing heart – Jesus said, “If any man

will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of
myself.” (John 7:17). If we do not have a de-
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sire to know and understand the word of
God, we will not understand it. We must
first want to know God’s will to be able to
understand it.

An open mind – When Jesus told the
parable of the sower, He spoke of three
types of soils (hearts) that rejected the
seed (the word of God). The “good soil” was
used to describe those who had “an honest
and good heart” (Luke 8:15). If we do not
possess an open and honest heart, we will
be like those of whom Jesus spoke who
would hear but not understand (Luke
8:10). We must approach the Bible without
any preconceived notions, biases, or prejudices in order to be able to understand it.
A commitment to study – Paul told
Timothy, “Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”
(2 Tim. 2:15). To accurately handle the word,
we must understand it. Diligence is required to learn how to handle the word of God
properly. We must be committed to studying God’s word if we hope to understand it.
.

Paul prayed for this on behalf of the Colossians: “For this cause we also, since the
day we heard it, do not cease to pray for
you, and to desire that ye might be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of
God” (Colossians 1:9-10). A proper understanding of the word of God is necessary in
order to please Him. Let us approach the
Scriptures properly, so that we will be
“...not unwise, but understanding what the
will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17).

The Bible

The Bible is the only book that meets the
needs of man under all conditions of life. To
those who are stooped beneath heavy burdens, it
is sweet Rest. To the one who sits in gloom, it is a
glorious Light. To him who has lost his way, it is
a safe Guide. To the discouraged, it whispers a
message of Hope. To the weary pilgrim, it is a
good, strong Staff. To those who are disturbed by
the storms of life, it is an Anchor, sure and steadfast. To those who suffer in lonely solitude, it is as
a cool, soft Hand resting on a fevered brow. To
those who have been hurt by sin, it is healing
Balm. How great is our need to study it daily,
believe it and live it!
The Bible is God’s message to mankind. It is
the sword to our warfare, the lamp to our feet;
the light to life’s pathway; the source of true wisdom and the textbook of ethics. In it we find the
best law, the Golden Rule; the best philosophy, a
contented mind; the best statesmanship, selfgovernment; the best war, that against one’s own
weakness; the best medicine, cheerfulness and
temperance in all things; the best music, the
laughter of an innocent soul; the best science, the
extraction of sunshine from gloom; the best art,
painting a smile on the face of childhood; the best
telegraphy, the flashing of light into a gloomy
heart; the best diplomacy, the effecting of a treaty
of peace with our conscience; the best biography,
the life that writes LOVE in the largest letters and
holiest deeds; the best engineering, the building of
a bridge of faith across the river of death. It teaches
us how to multiply joys, subtract sorrows, divide
suffering, add to the sum of happiness and cancel
selfishness. Read it, believe it, love it, obey it and
it will lead you into the Garden of God, where the
wealth of the eternal ages will be your portion.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
CDs and DVDs
Available

A special “thank you” is extended to the
members of New Golden Heights who supported the 2020 Lauderdale Lectures and
Ministers’ Institute
Conference through
your attendance in the Institute sessions
and evening vespers, monetary and food
donations, and willingness to assist in the
needed work. The 44th annual Ministers’
Institute was a tremendous success, to a
large extent, because of your magnificent
participation and support. We are truly
thankful to our minister —the Institute’s
Founder— for his vision, scholarly planning, oversight and hard work!! We appreciate his wisdom in identifying the need for
such an Institute and developing it as a
strong contributor in strengthening the
church brotherhood. The local Ministers’
Institute staff members did an outstanding
job assisting the minister in implementing
this great event. Thanks to everyone for
your support, prayers, assistance and attendance. We experienced an AWESOME week! If it be God’s will, let’s prepare and look forward to—

Save The Date!!

45th MINISTERS’ INSTITUTE
CONFERENCE
January 17—21, 2021

Recordings of all sermons,
week-day sessions and vesper services in the
Lauderdale Lectures and Ministers’ Institute
are available on CD and DVD for purchase. These purchases may be made at the
hotel during day sessions or in Room 22 of
the church building.

View the Golden Heights
WORLDWIDE
TELEVISION PROGRAM

Net-

Each Saturday
7:00AM—7:30AM
on THE WORD
network

Call your local cable provider to find the channel
that the program is aired for your service.

“The Eternal Purpose of God”
May 23—28, 2020
Orlando, FL
Visit Online at www.cocnl2020.com
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The church’s Leadership and Education Department staff invite and encourage every
church attendee —members and nonmembers— to take advantage of the great opportunity to study God’s Word each Sunday
morning in Sunday school. The Bible is the
world’s greatest book. It’s words are life.
God expects you to study it. Consider your
attitude each Sunday morning. Do you have a
longing for the Word and seek to know more
of it? Make it your goal to attend next Sunday at 9:00AM. There is a class for every
age. You will experience a blessing!!

Bible Study (4:00PM) ........................... TODAY
Sick Ministry (6:00PM).......................... Jan. 27
Midweek Bible Study (6:30PM) ......... Jan. 29
Home Economics Class (9:00AM) ........ .. Feb. 1

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:

Call if a ride is needed for Sunday AM,
Sunday PM or Wednesday PM
954-599-9195 (Elijah Thompson) or
954-591-3140 (James Franklin)

Barbara Adams, Annie Albritton, Louise Bowman,
Raf Campbell, Arnetta Cross, Thelma Daise,
Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha Denmark, Kristin Dicks,
Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason,
Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Destiny Eugene.,
Daniel Eugene, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett,
Linda Frazier, Hanley Freeman, John-Billy Glover,
Linda Green, Cora Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Joe
Holland, Vernon Holland, Brad Johnson, Becky
Johnson, Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis
Johnson, Chicago Jones, Brenda King, Annie Lee,
Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Mary Lyons, Isaac
McDowell, Elouise Mash, Suzanna Middleton,
Sidney Molines, Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae
Morris, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Patricia
Reeves, Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Peggy
Rogers, Rachel Scoggins, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Morris Strong, Joe Sutton,
Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt
Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker,
Lucille Walker, Ray Watson, Joshua Webb,
Marie Webb, Ranspord Webley, Mary Wells,
Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Harold Winley,
Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of JANUARY
MORNING
Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Kevin Azille

Prayer

Glenn Barbee

Glenn Barbee

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermon

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin (2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, M. Strong
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, E. Holcombe
(3) Right, M. Hughes (4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternates: G. Barbee,

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson
C. Jean
J. Franklin
B. Davis
D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee, M. Strong
Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Tony Hugley

Tony Hugley

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson, Lamont DeJarnett

Ushers

Head Ushers: Booker Bess, Tony Hugley
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans
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B ib le Sc hoo l A tten danc e Re por t
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL

Jan. 6, 2019

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
10
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
10
Grades 1 and 2
10
Grades 3 and 4
15
Grades 5 and 6
15
Grades 7 and 8
15
Grades 9 & 10
15
Grades 11 & 12
15
General Adult Class 175

4
3
5
8
5
4
7
116

*GOAL MET

152

Total:

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

JANUARY 19, 2020

THE
RECORD
SPEAKS

Baptisms (2019)

#1 CLASSES
O F T H E W EE K

$

A TTEN D AN CE

3.00
7.00
8.00
20.00
5.00
27.00
336.50
$

ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 5 & 6

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

406.50

GOAL
100

ACTUAL
31

Placed Membership

5

Visitors

-

