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From The Minister’s Pen

If Baptism Is Not Essential
for Salvation, Why?
B

aptism is a much discussed subject as
well as a much misunderstood subject.
Countless people hold the false belief that
baptism is not essential for salvation. If
baptism is not essential for man’s
salvation—

to obtain salvation, Peter again gave a
command that is not necessary. This would
diminish God’s instruction for man’s
righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16-17) to a level
where man could ask “Why” concerning any
divine command, and refuse to obey.

Why did Peter tell those gathered on
the day of Pentecost: “Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts
2:38)? Jesus said of the fruit of the vine, “For
this is my blood of the new testament, which
is shed for many for the remission of
sins” (Matt. 26:28). When we connect these
passages, we observe that Peter stated, “be
baptized...for the remission of sins,” and our
Lord said that His blood was shed “for the
remission of sins.” To say that one does not
have to be baptized to be saved is to say that
Christ’s blood did not have to be shed. In
other words, it is saying that Jesus died in
vain.
Why did Peter command Cornelius
and his household “to be baptized” (Acts
10:48)? If man is not required to be baptized

Why did Ananias instruct Paul,
“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and
be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts
22:16)? Many people hold the erroneous idea
that all one has to do is believe in Christ to
have salvation; but, Paul believed, having
encountered the Lord on the way to
Damascus (Acts 22:6-8). Yet, Ananias later
told Paul to be baptized to have his sins
washed away. This clearly teaches that Paul’s
sins had not been forgiven prior to his
baptism, and it necessarily teaches that
neither are ours today.
Why do all of the examples of
conversion in the book of Acts mention
baptism as a necessary process in man’s
conversion? Did God include a part in those
examples that was unnecessary? Some people
seem to think that God should have contacted

man as to how the sinner should be
converted. It is called “God’s plan of
salvation” for a reason. The Almighty made
the rules, He wrote the Book of salvation, and
it is without error! “Ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free” (John
8:32). John 17:17 teaches, “...thy word is
truth”. Since God was is the one offended by
sin and since He is all just, only He has the
right and the prerogative to demand the steps
of obedience.

Why did our Lord say, “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be
saved” (Mark 16:16)? Why did Peter pen
this truth, “baptism doth also now save us” (1
Peter 3:21)? Why? Because God greatly
desires that all men be saved (1 Tim. 2:3-4; 2
Peter 3:9), and He has told us how to be
saved in His inspired Word. It is up to us to
take His Word into our hearts and apply it in
our lives. “Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).
Other passages on the essentiality of
baptism could be noticed, but space will not
permit. However, in the verses that have been
covered, it is crystal clear that one must be
baptized for the remission of sins, to have
salvation. Let us not allow the subtlety of
Satan to lead us away from the simplicity that
is in Christ (2 Cor. 11:3).

God’s Picture of
the Church
The Bible vividly portrays the
nature of the church in the various
descriptive terms which are applied:
1. As a pearl, the church is costly. It
is to be bought even at the
expense of selling all that one
has.
2. As a kingdom, it is obedient. We
are to obey every wish of our
King, the Lord.
3. As a house, it is orderly. Every
stone is fitly joined together and
everything is decent and in order.
4. As a rock, it is dependent. It must
be fed the pure milk and meat of
the Word. It must look to the
great Shepherd.
5. As a bride, it is vitally joined to
Him. It wears His name and is
subject to Him in all things.
6. As a family, it bears His image. It
resembles the Father and Elder
Brother (Jesus Christ).
7. As a body, it is united. All
members are needed and work
together in harmony.
8. As a candlestick, it is exalted. It
is the light of the world, reflecting
Christ so that all can see Him.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
View the Golden Heights

WORLDWIDE TV PROGRAM

Network

Each Saturday
7:00AM—7:30AM
on THE WORD
network

Call your local cable provider to find the channel
that the program is aired for your service.

We extend a very special welcome to each
of today’s visitors. We are delighted to
have you in our worship service. You will
find that the Bible is our source of absolute truth for all things pertaining to religion and righteousness. If you strive to
please God, then New Golden Heights is
the right place for you and your entire
family. The minister is available to answer any Bible question you may have.
Don’t let this be your last visit. Plan to
come again!!

Feeling burdened, confused, afraid, lonely??? Listening to a sermon will help. You
can hear sound gospel preaching any time
of the day and on any day of the week? A
collection of Dr. Washington’s sermons is
available on the church’s website. Simply
go to the website and click “Sermons”. Sermons also are available on Facebook and
YouTube. Share them with a friend who
needs to hear the gospel.
Check them
out!!
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We gladly WELCOME the following
members who were baptized in 2021.
Evelyn Eva Christophe
(Feb. 21, 2021)

Phoolmatee Balkaran
(March 28, 2021)

Tenaj Petit-Frere
(April 4, 2021)

David Hunter
(April 25, 2021)

Trevon Brooks
(April 25, 2021)

Elijah Grier

(April 25, 2021)

Gloria Jean McGruder
(May 4, 2021)

Lot Perdomo
(May 4, 2021)

for
—James 5:16—
“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
PRAYER REQUEST LIST
Annette Lewis
Earline Archie
Nancy Logan
Quinnett Banks
Derria Nelson
Nicole Braziel
Evangeline Pressley
Donzell Brooks
Ruthie Reed
Arnetta Cross
Patricia Reeves
Thelma Daise
Claude Rogers, III
Leo Dangleben
Juanita Santilean
Loerine Ellis
Maxine Smith
Bessie Everette
Rosemary Strachan
Amy Forgie
Fannie Trice
Grace Freeman
Annie Williams
Marcello Gordon
Harold Winley
Linda Green
Charles Woods
Anthony Hightower
Vincent Woods
L. (Chicago) Jones
Livingston Leacock
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of MAY
MORNING
Announcements

Reginald Johnson

Song Leader

Xavier Snell

Prayer

Davonte Gray

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Song
Sermon

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience
Confessions /Prayer Petitions
Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Raymond Thompson / Michael Hughes
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Edwards
(3) Right, E. Holcombe
(4) Right, C. Jean

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson, Lamont DeJarnett

Ushers

Head Ushers: Booker Bess, Tony Hugley
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn Back Hall: D. Brooks

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Regina Johnson
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B ib le Sc hoo l A tten danc e Re por t
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
10
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
10
Grades 1 and 2
10
Grades 3 and 4
15
Grades 5 and 6
15
Grades 7 and 8
15
Grades 9 & 10
15
Grades 11 & 12
15
General Adult Class 175

4
3
5
8
5
4
7
116

*GOAL MET

152

Total:

Jan. 6, 2019
COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

$
3.00
7.00
8.00
20.00
5.00
27.00
336.50
$

406.50

#1 CLASSES
O F T H E W EE K
A TTEN D AN CE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 5 & 6

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

