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From The Minister’s Pen

Abounding in the Work of the Lord
The New Testament teaches that every
Christian must be a worker for the Lord. In
I Corinthians 3:9, Christians are described as
“labourers together with God”. Based on the
hope of the resurrection, Paul said:
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord” (I Cor. 15:58).
The Christian life must be filled with work
for the Master. This special work involves
the greatest privileges, responsibilities, and
rewards of any area of work known to man.
This point is clearly set forth in the parable of
the talents (Matt. 25:14-30). Every servant
was given talents according to his ability, and
even the one talent servant was expected to
work. Each servant was required to give an
account and was rewarded or punished accordingly.
The Scriptures often compare the church
to a physical body (Rom. 12:5). As with a
physical body, each member must do their
part for the overall good of the spiritual body
of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-21). Christians may
differ in ability, but there is no exemption
from doing the work of the Lord.

Each Christian must ask, themselves, “Am
I abounding in the Lord’s work?” God has
equipped each Christian, according to our
various abilities, to labor in the Kingdom.
Thus, the Christian life should be filled with
work for the Master. Paul’s life is an example
of the commitment necessary to “abound” in
the work of the Lord. He said, “For to me to
live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).
At the close of his life, he said:
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and
not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7-8).

Paul had such a strong conviction because
he recognized the reward that awaits those
who labor for the Lord.
Proper zeal for the Lord is impossible without strong faith and conviction. “Yea, a man
may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works:
shew me thy faith without thy works, and I
will shew thee my faith by my works” (Jam.
2:18). A Christian’s work will always be proportionate to their faith, conviction, and hope.
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
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in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain
in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
To abound in the work of the Lord, the
Christian needs the deepest commitment and
the strongest conviction to develop the steadfastness and immovability that is necessary to
accomplish this important work. There must
be a CONSTANCY and a FERVOR.
Always implies constancy in the Christian’s work. Always is a word that is repeatedly used in association with the Christian
religion. Through the New Testament, Christians are admonished: (1) Always let your
speech be with grace [Col. 4:6], (2) Always
rejoice in the Lord [Phil. 4:4], (3) Always
obey [2:12], and (4) Always be ready to give
an answer [1 Pet. 3:15]. To work “always”
means to “be instant in season, out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2). Spasmodic service is not
acceptable to the Lord.
Always means six days a week in addition
to Sunday. “Sunday only” is not acceptable.
Always means working when you are watched
and praised as well as when your work goes
unseen and without praise. Always means
Sunday morning worship as well as Sunday
evening worship and Wednesday Bible class.
It means supporting special events like Gospel Meetings and VBS. Always means never
looking back or giving up. “And Jesus said
unto him, No man, having put his hand to the
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). In short, Always
means every day for the rest of your life.
There must be constancy in Christian service.
Abounding implies the fervor of the Chris
-tian’s work. The Greek word translated
comes from the word “perisseuo” meaning,
“to be over and above; excel.” It is used of
exceeding others. Jesus said that one’s right-

eousness must exceed that of the Pharisees to
enter heaven (Matt. 5:20). It is used of exceeding the minimum requirements. The prodigal
son’s father gave his servants more food to
spare (Luke 15:17). It is used of exceeding
what was done in the past.
Christian service must be abounding service. Such service must be offered willingly.
The eleventh hour men in the parable of the
laborers illustrate this point (Matt. 20:1-16).
Abounding service is not slothful, but fervent
service (Rom. 12:11). Abounding service is
from the heart. The Lord desires servants who
do the will of God from the heart (Eph. 6:6).
Abounding service demands that God and His
Kingdom be placed first (Matt. 6:33). Those
who are not constant in the Lord’s work take a
chance on their eternal salvation.
Christians are “created in Christ Jesus unto
good works” (Eph. 2:10). Jesus died “that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works” (Tit. 2:14). Are you abounding
in the work of the Lord?
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Church News and Views

Our 71st church anniversary celebration was a
tremendous success!! Beginning with Family
Day and the Health Fair on Saturday and continuing with our Homecoming and anniversary Gospel Meeting. Members were fantastic in giving their support to each of our anniversary events. We are so thankful for Dr.
Harvey Jackson of Mound Bayou, MS, who
was our guest evangelist for the gospel meeting. Bro. Jackson preached powerfully from
God’s Word at each of our services and we
were tremendously blessed for the great opportunity to hear God’s message from him.
As a result of the preached Word, five souls
were baptized and added to the body of
Christ. The auditorium was filled last Sunday
morning and it is because of the direction of
the Leadership and the great efforts and work
of this congregation’s members. The Leadership asked for your support and you gave it.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Without a doubt, this is the greatest congregation
in the Brotherhood. More words of appreciation will be given during the ministerial
announcements.

Remember to keep
Dr. Jackson and
his family in your
prayers during their
time of loss
and sorrow.
Visit us on our website at

NEXT SUNDAY!!

AUGUST 2ND

Next Sunday will be “Promotion Day” in
our Sunday School. All eligible students will
move to their new grade level. Parents are
asked to bring their children to Sunday
school so that they may attend their new
classes and to meet their children’s teachers.
Please be on time. All Sunday AM teachers
should submit their promotion list to the Education Office as soon as possible.

Last week’s gospel
meeting sermons
are recorded and
are available on
CD and DVD.
Obtain a copy if
you missed one of the services.
Purchases may be made in the Evangelism Office (room #22).

Jamal Carson
Melanda Dickenson
Sabrina Hall
Alan Reddick, Jr.
Quentin Tommie
(Baptized: July 19, 2015)
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Remember to put your
questions about Singleness, Marriage, Divorce or
Remarriage in the question
box that has been placed
on the Hospitality Desk.

In last week’s bulletin that listed the 2015
VBS workers, Bro. Dorsette McLeod was
erroneously not included on the list. The
VBS Director regrets this omission as Bro.
McLeod was a very diligent and supportive
worker on the VBS Activity Hour staff.

Bowser Women’s
Program
The 2015 Bowser Women’s program will be held this Saturday, August 1, 2015, at 9:00AM. The program will be held at Liberty City Church of
Christ in Miami. All women are invited to
attend and enjoy this wonderful program.
The cost is $15.00 which entitles you
to become a Bowser Woman. A delicious
lunch will be served following the program.
For additional details, see Sis. Frances Smoot.

WSWN
WSWN 900
900AM
AM
9:00am (Mon-Fri)

WEXY
WEXY 1520
1520AM
AM
12:30pm (Mon-Fri)

This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Bible Study (5:00PM) ........................... TODAY
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) .......................... July 27
Prayer Service (7:00PM) ..................... July 29
Home Economics Class (9.00AM) ....... Aug. 1
Word on the Street (Belle Glade) ... Aug. 1

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Facyson,
Paul Frances, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Marion Williams, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Richard Brazil, Raf Campbell, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Sydnee Crow, Aletha
Denmark, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon
Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Shirley
Evans, Bessie Everitt, Hanley Freeman, Dudley
Hill, Arbie Humphrey, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn
Irvin, Veanna Irvin, Becky Johnson, Gloria
Johnson, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan,
Suzanna Middleton, George & Sharon Monroe,
Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita, James Newson,
Rosie Newson, Johnny Richardson, Shay Roache,
Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Arnold Smalls, Maxine Smith, Ruby
Snell, Yvonne Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi
Stroman, Alexander (Joe) Sutton, Ernest & Mae
Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie
P. Walker, Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille
Walker, Joshua Webb, Marie Webb, Annie
Williams, Betty Williams, Charles Williams,
Jackie Williams, Rosa Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of JULY
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Brandon Davis

Moses Armbrister

Song Leader

Xavier Snell

Xavier Snell

Prayer

Davonte Gray

Marc Allen

Scripture Reading

Dorsette McLeod

Brandon Williams

Sermon

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: Marc Allen / Davante Gray /
Willis Welch
Alternate: James West, X. Snell

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)

Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)
AM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Davonte Gray
(1) Left, Brandon Davis;
(2) Left, Justin Johnson
(3) Left, Kevin Luke, Jr.;
(4) Left, Tyler Westbrook;
(1) Right, Brandon Williams; (2) Right, Marc Allen;
(3) Right, Jeff Williams
(4) Right, Maxwell Allen

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Davonte Gray
Brandon Davis; Justin Johnson; Kevin Luke, Jr.
Tyler Westbrook; Brandon Williams; Marc Allen
Alternates: Charles Farlow

Ministerial Announcement
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Maxwell Allen

Jeff Williams

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Chance, J. Outler
Brandon Davis, Rachel Trompe, Dorsette & Nereca McLeod,
Patrick & Kayla Riettie

Alumni Lobby Greeters:
Back Hall:

D. Brooks; J. West

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Malayjia Parrish, Catherine Wilson

