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From The Minister’s Pen

The Value of the Church
The church is a divine institution. Jesus said,
"I will build my church" (Matt. 16:18). He is
the only one who has a right to speak of it as "my
church." When men say, "my church," they are
not thinking clearly. We have hundreds of religious organizations in the world started by men.
There is no salvation in any human institution, be
it religious, social, or political.
The church is valuable because of what it cost.
It cost God His Son, and it cost the Son His
blood. The church was made possible by the
blood of Christ, and we are bought with His precious blood. The church was purchased with the
blood of Christ (Acts 20:28).
We value things in proportion to their cost, so
we should highly value the church. We have not
been redeemed with corruptible things such as
silver and gold, but by the precious blood of
Christ (1 Pet, 1:18-19).
The church is valuable because salvation is in
it. There is no salvation for anyone outside of
Christ. Neither is there salvation in any name
other than that of Christ (Acts 4:12). The same
thing that saves us makes us members of the
church. We are added to it by the Lord when we
are saved from our sins (Acts 2:38, 46-47).
When a man or women does the things that
God commands us to do to be saved — believe in
Jesus as God's Son (John 8:24), repent of past sins
(Luke 13:3), confess Christ before men (Matt.

10:32; Acts 8:37) and is baptized for the remission
of sins (Acts 2:38) — that person is added to the
church by Christ Himself. If we all do those
things, they will make us all members of the same
church. Doing something else will make us members of something else, but it will not save us.
Sometimes one may say, "The church never
saved anyone." True, the church does not save, but
the saved are in the church and it is the church
which Christ saves (Eph. 5:23, 1:22-23; Col. 1:18).
The church is the body of Christ and He is the Saviour of the body.
The church is valuable because it wears only
Christ's name. No other institution or organization has the divine right to wear the name of
Christ. He called it His church, and Paul called
various congregations of that church, "churches of
Christ" (Rom. 16:16).
What a grand privilege to be in the church that
honors Christ as its Head and wears His name.
The faithful wife loves to wear the name of her
husband. The church is the bride of Christ and
faithfully wears His name. A faithful wife would
wear no name but her husband's and a faithful
Christian wears no name but Christ's.
The church is the only kingdom that will stand
forever. The kingdoms of men are here today, but in
a few hundred years they are fallen. The God of
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed (Dan. 2:44) and that kingdom is the church
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of Christ (Matt. 16:18-19). "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear" (Heb. 12:28).
The child of God can rest assured that the kingdom —or church— of Christ will stand forever. It
cannot be moved. Therefore, we must be true and
faithful in our service to the God of heaven. He has
the power to sustain His own, and this He will do.
We are now in the kingdom. The kingdom of
heaven is not some future earthly kingdom, but a
present spiritual reality. It is the church, and we
who are in the church are in the kingdom.
Before the kingdom was established, Jesus
taught His disciples to pray, "thy kingdom come"
(Matt. 6:10). That prayer was in order then, but is
not now because the kingdom has been here for
nearly 2,000 years. Paul wrote, "Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son" (Col. 1:13). All will agree that it would not
have been possible to be translated into a kingdom
in Paul's day that did not exist. It did exist, and the
saved were translated into it.
The apostle John said he was in the kingdom.
"I John, who also am your brother and companion in tribulation and in the kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ". (Rev. 1:9). It would
be pretty hard to be a brother in something that
did not exist.
We are living in the last dispensation. When
Jesus comes again, it will not be to set up a kingdom, but to deliver the kingdom up to the Father
(1 Cor. 15:24). Christ is now reigning and will
come the next time without an offering for sin
(Heb. 9:27-28).
Are you ready to meet the Lord when He
comes again? Have you done what He commands
in the New Testament in order to become a Christian? We plead with you to become one now.
Don't trust the notions of men or religious leaders.
Read the New Testament scriptures for yourselves and learn the will of God.

When I KNOW I Have Lost My
“First Love” For The Lord
“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love”
(Rev. 2:4).
 When my delight in the Lord is no longer





.


















as great as my delight in someone else, I
have lost my “first love.”
When my soul does not long for times of
rich fellowship in God’s Word or in
prayer, I have lost my “first love.”
When my thoughts during leisure moments
do not reflect upon the Lord, I have lost
my “first love.”
When I claim to be “only human” and easily give in to those things I know displease
the Lord, I have lost my “first love.”
When I do not willingly and cheerfully
give to God’s work or to the needs of others, I have lost my “first love.”
When I cease to treat every Christian
brother as I would the Lord, I have lost my
“first love.”
When I view the command of Christ as
restrictions to my happiness rather than
expressions of His love, I have lost my
“first love.”
When I inwardly strive for acclaim of this
world rather than the approval of the
Lord, I have lost my “first love.”
When I fail to make Christ or His Words
known because I fear rejection, I have lost
my “first love.”
When I refuse to give up an activity which
I know is offending a weaker brother, I
have lost my “first love.”
When I become complacent to sinful conditions around me, I have lost my “first love.”
When I am unwilling to forgive another for
offending me, I have lost my “first love.
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Church News and Views
TODAY IS...
The Leadership and members of New Golden
Hts. Church of Christ welcome each visitor in
today’s worship service. You will find our
worship to be scripturally-based and all that
you see and is taught can be found in God’s
Word. Don’t let today be the last time that you
come. Ask your friend to bring you again in
the future. Also, let us know if we can be of
any assistance to you during your visit today.

 Don’t

hesitate to ask
questions about anything that you see or hear in
today’s service that you don’t understand or
want explained. The minister will gladly address it with a Bible answer —not opinions,
philosophies or traditions. Ask to speak with
the minister after the worship service.
You also may schedule a one-on-one Bible
class that addresses the question, “What Must I
Do To Be Saved?” Schedule yours today!

   

Learn
more about what the Bible says by enrolling in
our free home Bible Correspondence course.
Simply check the appropriate box on your visitor’s card to indicate your interest. Lessons
will be mailed to you and you will receive a
certificate upon course completion.

—If

you are not a member
of the church of Christ, you may receive a free
CD of today’s sermon Listen to it throughout
the week to gain a better understanding of the
lesson. If you have questions later, simply call
the minister. To obtain your CD, simply ask
for directions to the Evangelism Office.
Visit us on our website at

Do you know who your child’s
Sunday School teachers are?

Prayer Service
This Wednesday
7:00 PM
The church’s next prayer
service will be this
Wednesday
evening.
Bring
your
prayer
requests and come with faith, knowing that
God will hear and answer. If you have
neglected regular attendance in the monthly
prayer services, then be sure to attend on
Wednesday evening. The service will begin
promptly at 7:00PM.

WORD ON THE
STREET
This Saturday!!
9:30AM
Obtain a CD or DVD
of today’s sermon in
the Evangelism
Office (room #22).
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Martha Ager
La’Jillana O’Neal
Tra-Von O’Neal
(Baptized: July 26, 2015)

Does it really matter whether or not you
attend Sunday school and other Bible study
classes?


YES, it matters because the elders, who
care for your souls, have made Bible
classes available for all age groups . . . but
many say “No” to their efforts. (Heb. 13:17)



YES, it matters because it is an opportunity to grow spiritually in ways that you
otherwise would not. (II Pet. 1:5-8)



YES, it matters because by your absence
you are conveying to others that Bible
classes are not important. (I Tim. 4:12)



YES, it matters because one day you will
die and then face the judgment with a
deliberate history of not trying to learn
more about God, and not trying to serve
Him better. (Rom. 14:10-12)

Brethren and sisters, it is not too late to
change. It is not too late to begin . . . it is
not too late to begin again. Bible school
attendance is a good work worthy to be
pursued.
“…Be ready to every good work.”
(Titus 3:1)

This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Bible Study (5:00PM) ........................... TODAY
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) .......................... Aug. 3
Prayer Service (7:00PM) ..................... Aug. 5
Search & Rescue Ministry (7.00PM) .. Aug. 6
Word on the Street ............................ Aug. 8

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Facyson,
Paul Frances, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Marion Williams, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Richard Brazil, Raf Campbell, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Sydnee Crow, Aletha
Denmark, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon
Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Shirley
Evans, Bessie Everitt, Hanley Freeman, Dudley
Hill, Arbie Humphrey, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn
Irvin, Veanna Irvin, Becky Johnson, Gloria
Johnson, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan,
Suzanna Middleton, George & Sharon Monroe,
Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita, James Newson,
Rosie Newson, Johnny Richardson, Shay Roache,
Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Arnold Smalls, Maxine Smith, Ruby
Snell, Yvonne Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi
Stroman, Alexander (Joe) Sutton, Ernest & Mae
Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie
P. Walker, Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille
Walker, Michael Ward, Joshua Webb, Marie
Webb, Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles
Williams, Jackie Williams, Rosa Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of AUGUST
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Song Leaders

Xavier Snell

Xavier Snell

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Henry Brown, Sr.

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West
C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, B. Thomas
(3) Left, G. Barbee
(4) Left, E. Holcombe
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, C. Jean
(4) Right, D. Edwards

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Alternate: T. Evans

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson M. Hughes J. Franklin
E. Holcombe C. Jean
D. Stokes
Alternates: B. Thomas, M. Strong

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Davonte Gray

Terry Evans

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Chance, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West
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B ib le Sc hoo l A tten danc e Re por t
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

July 26, 2015

ATTENDANCE
GOAL

Church Nursery
Nursery (2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class
*GOAL M ET

COLLECTION

NUMBER

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
205

4
N/C
3
5
6
9
10
7
7
113

Total:

164

GOAL
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
440.00

AMOUNT

#1 CLASSES
O F T H E W EE K

$

A TTEN D AN CE

N/C
3.50
10.00
7.00
22.00
26.00
14.00
28.00
168.00

ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 278.50

SER MON NOTE S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2015)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
07/26/15
148
164
507
44
6
7

