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From The Minister’s Pen

Choose You This Day
After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the children of Israel followed the godly
leadership of Joshua into the promised land. The
record states, “the LORD gave unto Israel all the
land which He sware to give unto their fathers;
and they possessed it, and dwelt therein. And the
LORD gave them rest round about, according to
all that He sware unto their fathers: and there
stood not a man of all their enemies before them;
the LORD delivered all their enemies into their
hand. There failed not ought of any good thing
which the LORD had spoken unto the house of
Israel; all came to pass” (Josh. 21:43-45). About
fourteen years later, Joshua gives his last address
to the people of God. In this address, in the one
hundred and tenth year of his life, Joshua proclaims, “if it seem evil unto you to serve the
LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve;
whether the gods which your fathers served that
were on the other side of the flood, or the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as
for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD” (24:15). There are many wonderful and
powerful lessons from this statement, but let us
examine just a few.
One, man must “choose” whom he will
serve. Every individual is responsible for making
this choice. He can choose to serve the One,
True God of Heaven or he can choose to serve
one of the many false gods that man has devised
which cannot save themselves, nor mankind (1

Sam. 5:3-7). Man cannot choose to “sit on the
fence.” Jesus says, “no man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt. 6:24). God does not force men to
serve Him; He gently calls upon man to obey
Him and waits for our response (2 Thes. 2:14;
Matt. 11:28-30).
Second, it is “you” who must do the choosing. No one can choose for you, nor can you
choose for someone else. God says, “the soul
that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear
the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father
bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of
the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him” (Ezek.
18:20). God had proven Himself to be faithful
and true to the Israelites time and again. Only a
fool would have chosen to serve someone or
thing other than the Almighty God. The same is
true to this day. God has not changed (Mal. 3:6).
God has proven His love for us by sending His
only begotten Son to die on the cross for our
sins. He has revealed unto us, by means of the
Gospel of Christ, the plan by which man can be
saved by Jesus’ blood (Rom. 1:16-17; Rev. 1:5;
Acts 2:38-47; 22:16). Still, He calls and waits for
you to respond.
Third, the choice that you must make is so
important, that you should make the decision
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“this day.” The Lord beckons, “behold, now is
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). The inspired James writes,
“whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour,
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away” (James 4:14). Today is the day of salvation, because we are not promised a tomorrow.
On this day, you could make the greatest
choice of your entire life – to serve the True and
Living God. After coming by hearing the gospel

(Rom. 10:17) and by faith (Heb. 11:6), you
should repent of your past sins (Luke 13:3), confess the Deity of Jesus (Acts 8:37), and be baptized, immersed in water, to have your past sins
washed away (Acts 22:16). You will then be
added to the Lord’s Church by God, Himself
(Acts 2:38, 47). You can then begin living your
life as “a new creature” (2 Cor. 5:17). You can
also follow the wonderful example of a loving
parent, and declare, “as for me and my house, we
will serve the LORD” (Josh. 24:15).

A few of our college students have already left
for another year of study away from home.
Others —some for the first time— will leave
very soon. For each of you, your Golden
Heights family has some advice, as well as reminders of things you’ve been taught. For those
who will study locally, we give the same advice.
We pray that you will take heed.
DECIDE to Be a Christian. BE (live as) a Christian. Some Christians have trouble deciding
WHO they are going to be. It’s more important
to determine WHO we’re going to be than
WHAT career path we’re going to follow. Deciding to BE a Christian will help you make good
decisions and will keep you on the right path
(Matt. 7:13-14; I Jn. 1:7). You’ll find some decisions will already be made. But because you
ARE a Christian, you will choose NOT to do some
things just as you WILL choose to do others.
Consult your “map” frequently. Your “map”
is the Bible. It is the guide for life and eternal
life. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a
light unto my path” (Psa. 119:105). May you fill
your mind with that Word so that it will illuminate your path.
Study hard. Remember, one of the primary
reasons that you are going to college (or work)
is to learn and prepare for a career. Pray for
God’s guidance. We’ll pray for you also. Open

your eyes to opportunities. We pray that you
will find and prepare for a career that will:
honor God, utilize your talents, give you fulfillment, and pay the bills.
Make good, “forever” friends. Choose your
friends carefully. “The righteous is more excellent than his neighbor: but the way of the wicked
seduceth them” (Prov. 12:26). Your friends can
either help you or harm you. Good friends bring
genuine joy to life.
Be kind to others. You will find that there are
all kinds of people in this world. It is important
that you learn to interact properly with “all
kinds”. “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32). This
doesn’t mean that you condone everything that a
person does, but that you treat every person with
kindness and respect. Treat others the way you
want to be treated. “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do
ye even so to them…” (Matt. 7:12)
Remember who loves you. God loves you.
He demonstrates that love every day in many
ways. The greatest demonstration of His love
was that He gave His Son to die for you (I John
4:9-10). We love you. We’re proud of you.
We thank God for you. We’ll continue to pray
for God’s very best for you!
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s

The Leadership and members of New
Golden Hts. Church of Christ welcome each
of today’s visitors in our Sunday school and
worship services. You will find our worship to be scripturally-based and all that you
see and hear us do and teach can be found in
God’s Word. Don’t hesitate to ask questions about anything that you see or hear in
today’s service that you don’t understand or
want explained. The minister will gladly
address it with a Bible answer —not opinions, philosophies or traditions. Ask to
speak with the minister after the worship
service.
Don’t let today be the last time that you
come. Let us know if we can be of any assistance to you during your visit today.

Suwenda N. Louis
Keshun J. Walden
Shakima O. Wimbley
(Baptized: August 2, 2015)

Janice L. Lawson
(Placed Membership: August 2, 2015)

Today’s sermons and
all of the minister’s
previous sermons are
recorded and are
available on cassette
tape, CD and DVD. These recordings may
be used to enrich your personal Bible study
or to give as gifts to someone. Purchases may
be made in the Evangelism Office. Visitors
who are not members of the Church of Christ
may obtain a free copy of today’s sermon.
Visit us on our website at

The church van is available for individuals who
have difficulty attending services due to transportation problems. If a lack of transportation
hinders you (someone you know) from attending Bible study or worship, please call the
church (954-735-2907), Bro. Elijah Thompson
(954-739-3401) or Bro. James Franklin (954
-591-3140) to schedule a pick-up. Call within
a reasonable time frame to allow adequate
time for scheduling.
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This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Believe it or not…Thanksgiving is only 3
months away! Begin purchasing and bringing
your food donations for the needy.

S unday
School
9:00a.m.
for all ages

Bible Study (5:00PM) ........................... TODAY
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) .......................... Aug.10
Midweek Bible Study (7:30PM).......... Aug.12
Home Economics Class (9.00AM) ....... Aug.15

Sunday School
provides an environment for learning God’s Word. It
is a way of learning
from one another
and receiving
encouragement to
live by God’s Word.

If you want to know how popular the
church is, come on Sunday morning.
If you want to know how popular the
doctrine is, come on Sunday night.
If you want to know how popular the
Lord is, come on Wednesday night.
What or who is most popular with you???

Home Economics Class
Our congregation has a Home
Economics class for the girls
and young ladies of the church.
It focuses upon developing
their homemaking skills, training their hearts
as well as their hands. The class meets on
the first and third Saturday of each month
at 9:00AM. Parents are encouraged to enroll
their girls. Please see the instructor, Sis.
Ethel Bess, if you have questions.

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Facyson,
Paul Frances, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Marion Williams, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Richard Brazil, Raf Campbell, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Sydnee Crow, Aletha
Denmark, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon
Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Shirley
Evans, Bessie Everitt, Hanley Freeman, Dudley
Hill, Arbie Humphrey, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn
Irvin, Veanna Irvin, Becky Johnson, Gloria
Johnson, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan,
Suzanna Middleton, George & Sharon Monroe,
Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita, James Newson,
Rosie Newson, Johnny Richardson, Shay Roache,
Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Ruby Snell, Yvonne
Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Alexander
(Joe) Sutton, Ernest & Mae Thomas, Samantha
Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis
& Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker, Johnny
Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker, Michael
Ward, Joshua Webb, Marie Webb, Annie
Williams, Betty Williams, Charles Williams,
Jackie Williams, Rosa Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of AUGUST
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Song Leaders

Joey Snell

Joey Snell

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Henry Brown, Sr.

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West
C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, B. Thomas
(3) Left, G. Barbee
(4) Left, E. Holcombe
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, C. Jean
(4) Right, D. Edwards

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Alternate: T. Evans

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson M. Hughes J. Franklin
E. Holcombe C. Jean
D. Stokes
Alternates: B. Thomas, M. Strong

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Davonte Gray

Terry Evans

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Chance, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West
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B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

Aug. 2, 2015

ATTENDANCE
GOAL

Church Nursery
Nursery (2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class
*GOAL M ET

COLLECTION

NUMBER

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
205

4
N/C
7
7
6
11
7
7
11
143

Total:

203

GOAL
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
440.00

AMOUNT

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK

$

AT TE ND A NCE

N/C
4.25
4.80
7.00
27.00
23.00
10.00
29.00
206.51

ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 5 & 6
Grades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 311.56

S ER M O N N O T E S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2015)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
08/02/15
135
203
507
47
7
7

