Bulletin #1373

August 23, 2015

From The Minister’s Pen

What Lack I Yet?
A wealthy young man once approached Jesus
with this question: “Good Master, what good thing
shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” Jesus reminded him of some of the commands of the law to
which he needed to give attention, and the young
man responded, “All these things have I kept from
my youth up: what lack I yet?” (Matt. 19:16-20).
Jesus knew precisely what was lacking in the
young ruler’s life. Despite his being well
acquainted with the law, the young man’s attachment to worldly possessions had a solid grip on
him. Jesus told him to sell what he had, give it to
the poor, “and thou shalt have treasure in heaven:
and come and follow me” (Matt. 19:21). Each of
us individually should think soberly and regularly
about what may be lacking in our lives. There may
be one thing in particular that is a deficiency.

Do I Lack Obedience to the Gospel?
Many people have numerous commendable
traits. They are good neighbors, morally upright,
friendly and likeable, but they need to repent and be
baptized for the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38).
All people have sinned (Rom. 3:23), and nothing
but the blood of Christ can atone for sins. Moral
goodness will not remit anyone’s sins. The best of
good people have sinned and need to turn to Christ
in submission to the gospel.
Associating with Christians will not automatically make one righteous. Being married to a child
of God will not in itself transfer one into the family
of God. Attending church services will not guarantee citizenship in the kingdom of heaven. Listening

to the preaching of the gospel will not avail unless
that preaching produces faith which prompts obedience. The soul is purified when one obeys the truth
(1 Pet. 1:22). In the absence of obedience, there is
no promise of salvation from sin.

Do I Lack Diligent Study?
Some who have been baptized into Christ show
no signs of growth. They fail to feed their souls on
the pure word of God which enables spiritual development (1 Pet. 2:2). They must show more interest
in assembling with saints, participating in Bible
classes, and in private reading and studying of the
Scriptures. They must devote more time to meditating on God’s enduring word. They are a reminder
of the people described in Hebrews 5:12.
Commonly, weak Christians make the excuse
that they do not have time to study. Yet they spend
hours in watching TV, reading newspapers, engaging in recreational activities, surfing the Internet,
etc.. It is a fact that most people manage to find the
time to do whatever they set their hearts on doing.
There is no shortcut to gaining Bible knowledge.
One must be willing to apply himself to serious,
steady, and systematic searching of the Scriptures.

Do I Lack Prayer?
Jesus said that “men ought always to pray, and
not to faint” (Luke 18:1). “Pray without ceasing,”
said Paul (1 Thess. 5:17). The Christian is to be
“instant in prayer” (Rom. 12:12). How much better
things would be if we replaced grumbling and bickering with prayer. We are taught to avoid anxiety,
and “in every thing by prayer and supplication with

Page 2
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God” (Phil. 4:6). Worry weakens; prayer has power.
The sinless Savior prayed when baptized by John
(Luke 3:21). He arose early in the morning, a great
while before day, departing into a solitary place,
and prayed (Mark 1:35). He “continued all night in
prayer to God” before the selection of the apostles
(Luke 6:12-16). He “went up into a mountain to
pray” when the transfiguration occurred (Luke 9:28
-36). He prayed in Gethsemane with a heavy heart,
burdened with sorrow and agony (Matt. 26:36-44).
He prayed on the cross (Luke 23:34). Who can be
his true follower without learning to pray?

Do I Lack Patience?
Some Christians endure for a while then grow
weary. “Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and
have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very
pitiful, and of tender mercy” (Jas. 5:11). There must
be “patient continuance in well doing” if we seek
for glory, honor, and immortality (Rom. 2:7). One
must not allow “burnout” to destroy his soul. Let us
be refreshed in spirit through Bible study, prayer,
and fellowship with God.

Do I Lack Courage?
John the Baptist was not devoid of courage. Although Herod was a powerful ruler, John boldly
spoke against his adulterous marriage. “It is not
lawful for thee to have her,” said John (Matt. 14:4).
He did not attempt to find a way to “okay” Herod’s
sinful marriage. The beheading of John bears testimony that courage can lead to costly consequences.
On the other hand, one who is too cowardly to
stand on the Lord’s side faces consequences of
greater magnitude.
Courage is firmness of mind and depth of conviction which empowers one to face dangers and
discouragements without wavering. Stephen displayed remarkable courage in Acts 7 by telling the
truth, knowing that his own life was on the line.
Peter and John showed courage when they were
beaten, threatened, and told not to preach any more
in the name of Jesus (Acts 5:40-42). The life of Paul
is replete with examples of courage. The gospel
challenges us to come to Christ and evince courage.

Do I Lack Zeal?
Many of today’s Christians need a greater degree of fervency, enthusiasm, devotion, zest, and
energy. Resemblance to the lukewarm Laodiceans
(Rev. 3:15-19) reveals complacency and apathy.
Little enthusiasm is shown toward the work of the
church. There is no real spark of energy in reaching
out with the gospel. Warmth is noticeably lacking.
Zeal is contagious. Paul remarked to the Corinthians that “your zeal hath provoked very many”.
(2 Cor. 9:2). Zeal, however, must be properly directed. The Israelites had “a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge” (Rom. 10:2). Some denominationalists show extraordinary zeal, yet they
are without knowledge, consequently they consume
their energy in behalf of false religion. Conversely,
some who know the truth lack the zeal and commitment to fulfill the demands of true religion.

Do I Lack Love?
In the absence of love, eloquent speech becomes
no more than a clanging cymbal, intellectual attainments are valueless, benevolence is without advantage to the giver, and martyrdom profits nothing
(1 Cor. 13:1-3). Love is the hallmark of devotion to
Christ. “Let all your things be done with charity” (1 Cor. 16:14). Jesus said, “if ye love me, keep
my commandments” (John 14:15). “If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as
I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide
in his love” (John 15:10).
Brotherly love is commanded. It is a mark of
genuine discipleship. Christ said, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I
have loved you, that ye also love one another. By
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another” (John 13: 34-35). .
The truth can be spoken in love (Eph. 4:15) without
being watered down and without compromise.
The rich young ruler went away sorrowful when
told what he lacked and what he needed to do to
supply what was missing. The realization of what
we lack should spur us to work on overcoming our
deficiency. Instead of being sad and going away
grieved, let us draw closer to the Lord and make
our calling and election sure.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s

What Visitors Should Know
About the Church of Christ
 We are the New Testament church
that you read about in the Bible.

August 23, 2015

Valisha Barnes
Siandra Ellick
(Baptized: August 16, 2015)

 We speak where the Bible speaks
and we are silent where the Bible is
silent.
 We call Bible things by Bible names
and do Bible things in Bible ways.
 We speak the truth in love.
CORRESPONDENCE
COURSE
Visitors, learn more about the Bible and
about God’s will for your life. Enroll in our
free Bible Correspondence Course.
Lessons will be sent to you by mail and a
certificate of completion will be award to you
when the course is completed. If interested,
check the appropriate box on your visitor’s
card.

Don’t let a lack of transportation hinder you
from attending worship services or any of our
Bible studies. The church van is now available to pick up members and visitors on
Wednesday nights, in addition to Sundays.
To schedule a pick-up, please call one of the
drivers, Bro. Elijah Thompson (954-599-9195)
or Bro. James Franklin (954-591-3140), or
call the church (954-735-2907). Call within a
reasonable time frame to allow sufficient time
for scheduling.
New Golden Hts. Church of Christ in cooperation
with Broward Sheriff’s Office presents...

Free Produce & Food

Tell your friends,
neighbors and every
one you know!
Visit us on our website at

Page 4

Pray For Our Students
Please pray for our elementary,
middle school, high school and college students as they embark upon a
new school year. Our local public
school students begin tomorrow.
Pray that, throughout the school year,
they will let their light shine for
Jesus, embrace truth and pursue
excellence. Pray that they not be
swayed by the worldly influences
that they most certainly will encounter. Some students already have left
to attend out-of-town colleges.
Remember them in your prayers.

This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Bible Study (5:00PM) ...........................TODAY
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) ..........................Aug. 24
Midweek Bible Study (7:30PM)..........Aug. 26

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Facyson,
Paul Frances, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Marion Williams, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:

Believe it or not…Thanksgiving is only 3
months away! Begin purchasing and bringing
your food donations for the needy.
Today’s sermons and
all of the minister’s
previous sermons are
recorded and are
available on cassette
tape, CD and DVD. These recordings may
be used to enrich your personal Bible study
or to give as gifts to someone. Purchases may
be made in the Evangelism Office. Visitors
who are not members of the Church of Christ
may obtain a free copy of today’s sermon.

Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Richard Brazil, Raf Campbell, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Sydnee Crow, Aletha
Denmark, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon
Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Shirley
Evans, Bessie Everitt, Hanley Freeman, Dudley
Hill, Arbie Humphrey, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn
Irvin, Veanna Irvin, Becky Johnson, Gloria
Johnson, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan,
Suzanna Middleton, George & Sharon Monroe,
Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita, James Newson,
Rosie Newson, Johnny Richardson, Shay Roache,
Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Ruby Snell, Yvonne
Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Alexander
(Joe) Sutton, Ernest & Mae Thomas, Samantha
Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis
& Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker, Johnny
Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker, Michael
Ward, Joshua Webb, Marie Webb, Annie
Williams, Betty Williams, Charles Williams,
Jackie Williams, Rosa Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of AUGUST
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Brandon Davis

Moses Armbrister

Song Leader

Joey Snell

Joey Snell

Prayer

Davonte Gray

Marc Allen

Scripture Reading

Dorsette McLeod

Brandon Williams

Sermon

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: Marc Allen / Davante Gray /
Willis Welch
Alternate: James West, X. Snell

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)

Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)
AM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Davonte Gray
(1) Left, Brandon Davis;
(2) Left, Justin Johnson
(3) Left, Kevin Luke, Jr.;
(4) Left, Tyler Westbrook;
(1) Right, Brandon Williams; (2) Right, Marc Allen;
(3) Right, Jeff Williams
(4) Right, Maxwell Allen

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Davonte Gray
Brandon Davis; Justin Johnson; Kevin Luke, Jr.
Tyler Westbrook; Brandon Williams; Marc Allen
Alternates: Charles Farlow

Ministerial Announcement
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Maxwell Allen

Jeff Williams

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Chance, J. Outler
Brandon Davis, Rachel Trompe, Dorsette & Nereca McLeod,
Patrick & Kayla Riettie

Alumni Lobby Greeters:
Back Hall:

D. Brooks; J. West

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Malayjia Parrish, Catherine Wilson
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S ER
OtNenda
N Once
T E SR epo rt
B i b l e S cho
o lMAt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

Aug. 16, 2015

ATTENDANCE
GOAL
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery (2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class
*GOAL M ET

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
205

4
2
6
5
8
10
8
7
9
127

Total:

186

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
440.00

$

10.20
8.50
10.00
8.00
23.00
22.00
8.00
42.00*
230.50

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2015)
Placed Membership
Visitors

AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 5 & 6

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 363.20

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
08/16/15
165
197
528
49
7
10

