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From The Minister’s Pen

Are You Growing Spiritually?
Spiritual growth is an essential part of
preparing for heaven. “But grow in grace, and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and
for ever. Amen” (2 Pet. 3:18). Paul described
spiritual growth by saying, “But speaking the
truth in love, may grow up into him in all
things, which is the head, even Christ” (Eph.
4:15). The Hebrew Christian had to be reminded of the need for spiritual growth (Heb.
5:12-14). Following are some major indicators
of spiritual growth for the Christian.
You grow spiritually by producing the
fruit of the Spirit in your life. “But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal.
5:22-23). Love is affection, good will, or benevolence toward others. Joy is gladness both
received and shared with others. Peace is tranquility, harmony and concord. Long-suffering
is patience or endurance. Gentleness is goodness and kindness. Goodness is uprightness of
heart and life. Faith is the conviction of the
truths we hold. Meekness is gentleness or
mildness. Self-control is temperance. As the
fruit of the Spirit increases in life, spiritual
growth is taking place.
You grow spiritually by increasing in
love for lost souls. “I am debtor both to the

Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the
wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me
is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that
are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom.
1:14-16). Let no one around you say, “...no
one cared for my soul.” “I looked on my right
hand, and beheld, but there was no man that
would know me: refuge failed me; no man
cared for my soul” (Psa. 142:4). Pray for the
Lord to use you in being a soul winner. God’s
plan for evangelism is simple. One who has
learned the truth must share Christ with another. “And the things that thou hast heard of
me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to
teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2).
You grow spiritually by faithful attendance at all the assemblies of the church.
Christians must assemble faithfully, with the
right attitude, having a strong desire to worship and serve God (Heb. 10:24-25). Faithful
attendance provides an opportunity for growth
and also an opportunity to edify others.
You grow spiritually by developing
Christ likeness. “My little children, of whom
I travail in birth again until Christ be formed
in you” (Gal. 4:19). Christians must have the
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mind of Christ and follow His example (Phil.
2:5; 1 Pet. 2:21). The moon reflects the light
of the sun. Christians reflect the light and likeness of God’s Son. Has Christ been formed in
you?
You grow spiritually by developing a
stronger desire to go to heaven. This world
is not our home (Phil. 1:21-24). Our desire for
that heavenly home must be strong. “But now
they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God: for he hath prepared for them
a city” (Heb. 11:16). Do you really want to go
to heaven? Is heaven the goal of your life?
And are you willing to do what is necessary to
get there?
In addition to the indicators discussed,
there also are other indicators of spiritual
growth, which are:
(1) Developing the right mind-set (Col. 3:1-4);
(2) Giving liberally and cheerfully (2 Cor. 8:1
-5; 2 Cor. 9:7);
(3) Regular, daily self-examination (2 Cor.
13:5);
(4) Gaining knowledge of God’s Word (2
Tim. 2:15);
(5) Steadfast involvement in the Lord’s work
(1 Cor. 15:58);
(6) Praying constantly (1 Thess. 5:17-18), and
(7) Developing a stronger fellowship with the
brethren (Rom. 12:10; John 13:34-35).
You are either growing or dying spiritually. In
wyhich direction is your
spiritual life headed?
The proper spiritual
direction leads to
heaven —our ultimate goal!

We either attend Bible class or we do not. In
either case there are reasons for it. Below is a
brief analysis of the topic pro and con:

I Attend Bible Class Because:
1. I am commanded to add knowledge to my
faith. “Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge” (2 Pet. 1:5).
2. I love the Lord. “If ye love me, keep my
commandments” (John 14:15).
3. I wish to show my faith by my works. “Shew
me thy faith without thy works, and I will
shew thee my faith by my works” (Jam. 2:18)
4. I wish to be a good example. “Be thou an
example of the believers” (1 Tim. 4:12).
5. I must have spiritual food to grow. “Desire
the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2).

I Do NOT Attend Bible Class Because:
1. I do not get up early enough. (Of course, I
could.)
2. Sunday is my day of rest. (You see, I pursue my pleasures, not my spiritual interests
for the Lord’s cause.)
3. I am too busy. (The Lord’s work comes last,
so there is not time left for it.)
4. I do not get anything out of the class. (That
is because I do not put anything into it.)
5. I do not like the teacher. (Deep down in my
heart, I know that if I, and all the others,
would study and work in the class as much
as he does, we would have a wonderful
class.)
The excuses given for not attending Bible class
seem awfully puny and juvenile in comparison
with the spiritual reasons for our attending.
Think them over prayerfully. Be in Bible class
this Wednesday and next Sunday.
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Church News and Views

Guest Evangelist
Today’s guest speaker is Bro.
Terry Wallace, the ministering
evangelist at West Oak Church
of Christ in Hernando, MS. We
are pleased that he has taken
the time to speak to the Golden Heights
congregation today. Please return to the
afternoon Bible study and the evening worship service to hear each of the messages he
will give us from the Lord.

Word on the street

Collection Envelopes
This is a reminder that only offerings placed
in the collection envelopes will be included in
members’ year-end financial statements. To
obtain proper credit for your contribution, your
name and amount should be written clearly on
the envelope. If your handwriting is not clear,
please PRINT this information. Collection items
should be with reverence. Please do not draw
on, write nicknames, or misuse the envelopes
in any way. Your cooperation is appreciated.
Visit us on our website at





Have you been out of town and didn’t get a
copy of the Sunday bulletin? Do you ever
want to locate an article of interest to you or
a friend but you have lost your bulletin?
Would you like to listen to a sermon that you
haven’t had the opportunity to hear? On our
church’s web site, you will be able to hear
sermons. An archive of church bulletins has
been started. There’s no reason to miss anything! Check it out!
www.goldenheightscoc.com
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This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Believe it or not…Thanksgiving is quickly
approaching! Begin purchasing and bringing your food donations for the needy. Donations may be placed in the food barrels
that are located in the rear hallway.
Have YOU expressed your
compassion and concern for
others by visiting anyone
lately? Perhaps a member
who you have not seen
lately at worship services to
encourage them to return?
Someone who is sick or is unable
to get out of the house? Someone new in the
neighborhood to invite them to worship? Be
creative. Send a card. Use the phone. Prepare a meal. Invite them over to your house.
Call and ask if they mind if you drop by just
to say hello and to check on them. Let them
know that you and the church care about
them and that we are praying for them.

Bible Study (5:00PM) ........................... TODAY
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) ......................... Sept. 14
Prayer Service (7:30PM) ..................... Sept. 16
Word on the Street (9:30AM) .......... Sept. 19

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Marion
Williams, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Richard Brazil, Raf Campbell, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Sydnee Crow, Aletha
Denmark, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon
Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Bessie
Everitt, Hanley Freeman, Dudley Hill, Arbie
Humphrey, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin,
Veanna Irvin, Becky Johnson, Gloria Johnson,
Sheron Jordan, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy
Logan, Suzanna Middleton, George & Sharon
Monroe, Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita, James
Newson, Rosie Newson, Johnny Richardson, Shay
Roache, Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays, Richard
& Jean Sherman, Maxine Smith, Ruby Snell,
Yvonne Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi Stroman,
Alexander (Joe) Sutton, Ernest & Mae Thomas,
Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt
Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P.
Walker, Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille
Walker, Michael Ward, Joshua Webb, Marie
Webb, Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles
Williams, Jackie Williams, Rosa Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of SEPTEMBER
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Song Leaders

Xavier Snell

Xavier Snell

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Henry Brown, Sr.

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West
C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, J. Thomas
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, E. Holcombe
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, C. Jean
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternate: G. Barbee

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson M. Hughes J. Franklin
E. Holcombe C. Jean
D. Stokes
Alternates: J. Thomas, M. Strong

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Chance, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West
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B ib le Sc hoo l A tten danc e Re por t
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

Sept. 6, 2015

ATTENDANCE
GOAL

Church Nursery
Nursery (2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class
*GOAL M ET

COLLECTION

NUMBER

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
205

N/C
4
4
3
6
4
5
9
121

Total:

156

GOAL
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
440.00

AMOUNT

#1 CLASSES
O F T H E W EE K

$

A TTEN D AN CE

N/C
.50
12.00
6.00
23.00
23.00
9.00
37.00*
216.00

ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 326.50

SER MON NOTE S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2015)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
09/06/15
154
156
543
52
9
10

