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From The Minister’s Pen

HOUSTON, WE HAVE A PROBLEM!
[A Biblical Review of the So-Called “One Church One Body” Event]
—Part 2—
By: W. F. Washington, Ph.D.
Now, to the question at hand.
Is The One Body One Church Family
Retreat as advertised, constituted and
structured a work of the church of Christ
as set forth in the New Testament?
For those who do not wish to read
further, my answer is No!
Frankly and truthfully, I had paid no previous
attention to this “gala and epic event”. Houston,
since the early days of R. N. Hogan, has been a
mecca of sound preachers and sound churches.
Therefore, I felt no urge or need to be concerned
about what Houston was doing (not really my immediate business anyway). However, when I began to receive urgent phone calls from around the
brotherhood from ministers and members who had
serious questions about it, I became concerned.
They reminded me of all the young and older
preachers who were supporting it and appearing
on the program of the event. They began to hurl
labels at them for their support of this event. Labels are part of the territory in this preaching
business, so even that did not prime my theological pump. It was not until I received a few calls
from Houston preachers who I know personally as
men of “the Book” who posited grave concerns.
During this period, the organizers of the One Body
One Church event called me and very kindly and
respectfully asked me if I would consider serving
as an “advisor” for this gala and epic event. They
assured me there was no need for my concern.

When this was made known to me, I immediately requested from the organizers who called
me to send me a mission statement of the One
Church One Body movement. I was not, at that
point, concerned with all the “good stuff” that was
program intended. Since the Houston planners
and advisors were appealing to me to encourage
members of the Heights and the brotherhood to
attend this gala and epic event to receive this
“teaching”, I needed crucial information. They also
requested if, after reading their mission statement,
I found no problem(s) with the organization intent,
design and purpose, would I serve as an advisor?
I thanked them for the confidence in asking me to
serve, but I would withhold any commitment until I
had received their mission statement. True to their
word, they forwarded to me the mission statement
which clarified their purpose, intent and design.
The mission statement was clear and concise. The
mission statement began with the following:
“The organization responsible for the
coordination of the One Body One Church
Family Conference and Retreat is a Professional Production Company…”
Having read the opening salvo of the mission
statement, I was more than sure, “Houston, we
have a problem”! That this is true, I spoke personally with the head/owner of the “Production
Company” who informed me that his company
was indeed in charge of this gala and epic event.
He informed me his production company had

worked with T. D. Jakes and his “MegaFest” and
he was desirous of doing the same for the church
of Christ in the same way. Be advised I am not
saying this event is wrong because T. D. Jakes
does it. It is wrong because spiritually it is counter
to New Testament teaching! For those who may
not know, MegaFest is owned by T. D. Jakes.
The church of Christ, on the other hand, is
owned by our Christ [Acts 20:28]. Now, for the
sake of further clarity, I resort to the profundity of
simplicity [John 10:24; 11:14; 16:25, 29; Heb.
11:14]. I will distinguish between what I am saying (contending) and what I am not saying!
I am not, at this point and in this first article,
perpetrating a tirade against well-intended
preachers who did not or have not looked into the
organizational structure of this gala and epic event.
I am not, in this article or in any future articles,
instituting a personal attack on the Production
Company who admit complete responsibility and
control of this gala and epic event. I am not, at
this point, attacking the wisdom of “advisors”,
brethren who say they are gospel preachers and
yet condone the hiring of Seventh Day Adventist
and Jehovah’s Witness presenters to be a focal
and integral part of the teaching program of this
gala and epic event for the African American
body of the churches of Christ. I am not, at this
point, questioning the fundamental wisdom of
gospel preachers who would dare to allow themselves to support, encourage, appear on and be
used in such a manner and in such a structure.
What I am saying: I am saying, based on
the written record, the “One Church One Body”,
as herein described, is not authorized to Biblically exist for the purpose herein intended! It, by
its own admission, is “another organization”
seeking to do a work for which it has no Biblical
authority! No Bible believing New Testament
Christian must allow themselves to be led astray
by the “sleight of men” [Eph. 4:14; Matt 15:14].
What I am saying: I am saying, based on the
written record of the “One Church One Body”
gala and epic event, it is a schismatical and
heretical formulation and production of an organization, other than the church, to do “the
work” of the church and should be avoided! Anything which corrupts and defiles the purpose of
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God perpetuates a darkness that rivals the creation darkness of Genesis chapter 1. It is the case
because it is sacrilegious –the profanation of the
body of Christ, i.e. it becomes a pollution of that
which ought to be pure as He who dwells in it [I
Cor. 3:16; II Cor. 6:16] is pure.
Brethren, let us not stand idly by and allow
“FACEBOOK”, online advertisements, and radical
magazine articles to control our thinking and congregational fellowship. The venerable and prolific Apostle Paul spoke lovingly, yet pointedly,
about the matter of believer’s gullibility!
Would to God ye could bear with me a little
in my folly: and indeed bear with me. For I
am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I
have espoused you to one husband, that I
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.
But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity
that is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus, whom we have not preached,
or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have
not received, or another gospel, which ye
have not accepted, ye might well bear with
him. [II Cor. 11:1-4, KJV, emphasis mine]
Finally, what we are seeing and hearing
across our brotherhood is nothing new. We have
seen it before! We have met it before [see my
article, “Christian Echo”, Sept. – Oct., 1994]. It is
old liberalism in new clothes! Old moralities in
new robes! Old legalism with new advocates!
Hans Christian Anderson’s “The Emperor’s New
Clothes” rightly describes the intent of all those
who would dare challenge the purpose and plan
of our God and of our Christ for His church.
“Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.” [Eph. 3:21]
Brethren, as in the case of the “Appollo Space
Mission”, the explosion on board crippled the service module upon which the command module depended. However, absent panic, egotism, and
self-aggrandizement, they landed the ship! We
can do no less!
Because of Calvary!

—CONTINUED ON PAGE 4—
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
October is

APPRECIATION MONTH
October is “Clergy Appreciation Month” across the nation
and at “the Heights”. We are
committed to praying in earnest for Dr. Washington
throughout the month. Don’t
neglect to pray for him and his
family and show your appreciation. During
this week, please pray for the following:
Ask God to heal any hurts that our minister has suffered in the ministry. Pray that
he will serve the Lord with gladness and
encourage the congregation to worship
God with a joyful, surrendered spirit.
(Isa. 61:3)

Guest Evangelist
Today’s guest minister is Bro.
Cecil Herndon, minister of the
East Side Church of Christ in
Conroe, TX. Bro. Herndon has
ministered congregations over
several decades in numerous locations
which include: Tyler, TX; St. Petersburg, FL;
Valdosta, GA; and Houston, TX. His objective
is to preach the gospel of Christ as quoted
by Jesus in Matthew 20. He will be teaching
today’s adult Bible classes and preaching in
the morning and evening services.

Pray that our minister will continue to
be courageous in proclaiming Christ from
the pulpit and confident in his use of the
Word of God. Ask God to help him
preach with insight, transparency and
power.
(Col. 1:28; 4:3; Eph. 6:19)

Render praise to God for our minister’s
leadership and pray that he will make
godly decisions. Pray that he will lead
with a shepherd’s heart and that he will
always speak the truth in love.
(1 Kings 3:9; 1 Pet. 5:2; Rom. 12:6-8; Jer. 3:15)

NEXT SUNDAY’S GUEST
MINISTER
Dr. Orpheus Heyward
—Atlamta, GA—

Sunday - Friday

12:30 PM
Saturday

6:00 PM
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HOUSTON, WE HAVE A PROBLEM!!
(Continued)
END NOTE:
Prior to the publishing of this article, it was
brought to my attention that a large contingent
of ministers of Houston and the Houston area
have publicly denounced this movement. I have
a list of 31 preachers, elders, and leaders sent
to me by Cecil Herndon, who serves as acting
chair of the Houston fellowship of churches of
Christ preachers, attesting to the validity of
that fact. I also have the words of several of
our gospel preachers who have, for whatever
reason known only to them, recused themselves
from participation in this One Church One Body
gala and epic event. I applaud these warriors
of The Faith! [Jude 3]

This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Bible Study (5:00PM) ........................... TODAY
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) ......................... Oct. 19
Midweek Bible Study (7:30PM) ......... Oct. 21

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Marion
Williams, Lillie Jackson

Believe it or not…Thanksgiving is quickly
approaching! Begin purchasing and
bringing your food donations for the
needy. Donations may be placed in the
food barrels that are located in the rear
hallway.

And we beseech you, brethren, to

know them which labour among you,
and are over you in the Lord, and
admonish you; And to esteem them
very highly in love for their work’s sake.
And be at peace among yourselves.

I Thessalonians 5:12-13

Prayer Requests:
Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Richard Brazil, Raf Campbell, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Sydnee Crow, Aletha
Denmark, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon
Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Bessie
Everitt, Hanley Freeman, Dudley Hill, Arbie
Humphrey, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin,
Veanna Irvin, Becky Johnson, Gloria Johnson,
Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Suzanna
Middleton, George & Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae
Morris, Jennifer Neita, Jimmy Newson, Rosie
Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Johnny Richardson,
Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays,
Richard & Jean Sherman, Maxine Smith, Ruby
Snell, Yvonne Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi
Stroman, Alexander (Joe) Sutton, Ernest & Mae
Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie
P. Walker, Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille
Walker, Michael Ward, Joshua Webb, Marie
Webb, Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles
Williams, Jackie Williams, Rosa Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of OCTOBER
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Song Leaders

Xavier Snell

Xavier Snell

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Henry Brown, Sr.

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Cecil Herndon

Cecil Herndon

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West
C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, J. Thomas
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, E. Holcombe
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, C. Jean
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternate: G. Barbee

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson M. Hughes J. Franklin
E. Holcombe C. Jean
D. Stokes
Alternates: J. Thomas, M. Strong

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Chance, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West

Page 6

B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

Oct. 11, 2015

ATTENDANCE
GOAL

Church Nursery
Nursery (2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class
*GOAL M ET

COLLECTION

NUMBER

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
205

4
N/C
6
4
6
8
6
N/C
11
148

Total:

193

GOAL
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
440.00

AMOUNT

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK

$

AT TE ND A NCE

N/C
10.25
5.50
6.00
20.00
31.00*
N/C
25.00
250.37

ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

$ 348.12

S ER M O N N O T E S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2015)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
10/11/15
147
193
553
57
9
6

