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From The Minister’s Pen

The Goodness and Severity of God
“Behold then the goodness and severity of God: toward them that fell, severity;
but toward thee, God’s goodness, if thou
continue in his goodness: otherwise thou
also shalt be cut off” (Rom. 11:22).
A popular view of God in these days is
one of a loving God who always seeks nothing but to smile benevolently upon mankind
and to shower him with all His love. Then
there are some whose view is of an angry and
vengeful God. Can it be that both views
would be accurate? The answer is “Yes”,
although no one should over emphasize one
aspect of God to the neglect of the other.

The Goodness of God
From the very beginning of time, the goodness of God is seen even in the creation. It was
from God’s goodness that He created man in
His own image and gave him dominion over
all the earth (Gen. 1:26-27). Even when Adam
and Eve sinned, the goodness of God is exhibited. The first glimpse and the first prediction
of God’s saving grace is referred to in Genesis
3:15: “and I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed: he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel.” In the ages to come, this was
fulfilled in God sending His Son.
But it was not just in sending His Son, but
in the fact that He did this while we were sinners that makes it such an amazing act. “But
God commendeth his own love toward us, in

that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us” (Rom. 5:8). This brings into question God
as the vengeful judge eager to punish sin. God
is good even to those who sin.
The goodness of God is further shown in
the fact that God has provided a way that we
can learn and respond to His will. “For I am
not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek”
(Rom. 1:16). Had God been petulant toward
those who sinned, He might have kept the
means of salvation from us, but that is not the
nature of God. God is love and God is good.
The desire of God for man’s salvation is
brilliantly demonstrated in Ezekiel 33:11: “Say
unto them, As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, I
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but
that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye
die, O house of Israel?” Paul also declares the
willingness of God to save: “who [God] would
have all men to be saved, and come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).
As God is shown to be such a loving and
good God, it should motivate us to respond in
loving, penitent obedience. Paul said, “Or
despisest thou the riches of his goodness and
forbearance and longsuffering, not knowing that
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” (Rom. 2:4). The goodness of God calls
us out of our selfishness, willfulness, and wickedness.
.

.
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The Severity of God
The other side of the coin is that even
though God is a merciful and loving God eager
to save, He is also a God with a sense of moral
justice. When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, it resulted in the promise of a Savior (Gen. 3:15). It also resulted in their being
driven out of the garden (Gen. 3:3, 19, 22-24).
For those men who sinned in the days of Noah,
God sent the curse of a great flood (Gen. 6:5-6,
17). Against those men of Sodom and Gomorrah who persisted in perversion, God brought
fire down from heaven to destroy their cities
(Gen. 19:2425). God is a God of retribution.
In the book of Acts, there is the story of
Ananias and Sapphira who claimed to have
sold a parcel of ground and to have donated
the entirety of it to share with the saints in the
early church (Acts 5:1-11). Both of them were
stricken dead as a lesson to the church, and
great fear came upon all. Herod, in Acts 12:21
-23, gave a great oration before the people who
credited him as speaking with the voice of a
god and not of a man. When he accepted the
adoration of the people and failed to give God
the glory, God made a lesson of him. “But the
word of God grew and multiplied” (Acts 12:24).
The wrath of God is spoken of several
times in the Romans 2: “the judgment of God?”
(2), “wrath in the day of wrath and revelation
of the righteous judgment of God” (5), “wrath
and indignation, tribulation and anguish, upon
every soul of man that worketh evil” (8-9).
We also see the severity of God mentioned in
regard to those who refuse to obey the Gospel
in 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 when Jesus comes
“with the angels of his power in flaming fire,
rendering vengeance to them that know not
God, and to them that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment,
even eternal destruction from the face of the
Lord and from the glory of his might.”
It would do well for us to keep the whole
picture of God’s goodness and severity in view.
.

Some Things I Just
Don’t Understand
I don’t understand how men who were once
faithful Gospel preachers can preach a perverted Gospel based on fantasy instead of
fact (2 Tim. 4:2; Gal. 1:6-9).
I don’t understand how anyone can think
that instrumental music in worship is any prettier than singing and making melody in our
heart (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16).
I don’t understand how anyone can think
that God’s Word changes just because of
their or a family member’s situation in life
(Mat. 19:3-9; Mat. 5:32).
I don’t understand how anyone can believe
that the Spirit works directly on the heart of
some unless they believe that God is a respecter of persons (Pro. 24:23; John 7:24).
I don’t understand why brethren will continue to forsake the assembly when they
know that if they do there will be no more
sacrifice for their sin (Heb. 10:25-26).
I don’t understand why faithful preachers of
the Gospel are ridiculed, abused, and even
fired for doing what God has instructed them
to do (1 Cor. 1:23; 2 Tim. 4:2).
I don’t understand how anyone can love the
things of this world and expect to be loved
by the Father (1 John 2:15-17).
I don’t understand how God could love such
a one as I and willing give up His Son to die
as a sacrifice for me (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8). I
don’t understand pain, suffering, and death,
but I do know that one day there will not be
any (Rev. 21:3).
These a just a few of the things that I don’t
understand but I do know that if I endure to
the end, living that faithful Christian life, God
the Father will explain it all to me on that
Day!
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
To new golden heights
DEAR VISITOR, we at New Golden
Heights Church of Christ gladly welcome
you to our congregation, trusting that if you
are seeking Christ you will find Him
here. If sorrowing you will receive comfort, if troubled in spirit you will gain the
blessing of peace, if discouraged you will
rejoice in hope, if friendless you will find
companionship and Christian love. That
these and other blessings may be yours is
our prayer. Please come back again and
worship with us whenever you have the
opportunity.


   
   
. . .About how to become
a Christian — God and
heaven — the church that Jesus built — the
Holy Spirit — a difficult Bible passage?
Just ask to speak with the minister!
Today’s sermons and all
of the minister’s previous
sermons are recorded and
are available on CD and
DVD. Use the recordings
to enrich your personal Bible study or to give
as gifts. Purchases may be made in the Evangelism Office. Visitors who are not members
of the Church of Christ may obtain a free CD
of today’s sermon.

“...Continuing instant in prayer” (Rom. 12:12)

Make A Difference!
Please support the church’s
Thanksgiving food drive by
bringing any of the following
canned and packaged goods.
 Canned Corn (whole kernel)
 Canned Green Beans
 Jellied Cranberry Sauce
 Macaroni & Cheese (box)
 Jiffy Cornbread Mix

The Feeding the Hungry Ministry and the poor
of our community will appreciate your donation.
Donations should be placed in the food barrels
placed throughout the building.
“He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed;
for he giveth of his bread to the poor”. (Prov. 22:9)

Sunday - Friday

12:30 PM
Saturday

6:00 PM
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This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Adopt a family this
Thanksgiving season
to ensure that it has a delectable holiday
meal. Not only will you help to feed an entire family by purchasing food for their
Thanksgiving dinner, but you also will bring
recognition and glory to the Lord’s church in
our community. You will have the opportunity to contact the family and invite them to
our worship services. If you are interested in
adopting a family this Thanksgiving season,
please see Bro. Tony Hugley for details.

Bible Study (5:00PM) ........................... TODAY
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) ......................... Nov. 2
Church Prayer Service (7:00PM) ....... Nov. 4
Search & Rescue Ministry (7:00PM) .. Nov. 5
Home Economics Class (9:00AM) ....... Nov. 7

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish, Marion
Williams, Lillie Jackson

The Media Ministry is in need of dependable
workers who are skilled in the use of
computers. Members who are interested and
who feel that they are qualified should see
Bro. Henry Brown in the Media Ministry
office (room #22) for further information.

Communion
Committee

Aletha Denmark
Cynthia Parrish
Laura Fuller
Ermine Thompson

Men’s
Baptism
Committee

Raymond Thompson
Xavier Snell (alt.)
Michael Hughes (alt.)

Women’s
Baptism
Committee

Ernell O’Neal
Valerie Wilson
Shirley Gates
Patricia Grim
Virginia Ethridge Markia Collins
Takiesha McMillian

Prayer Requests:
Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Richard Brazil, Raf Campbell, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Sydnee Crow, Aletha
Denmark, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon
Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Bessie
Everitt, Hanley Freeman, Dudley Hill, Arbie
Humphrey, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin,
Veanna Irvin, Becky Johnson, Gloria Johnson,
Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Suzanna
Middleton, George & Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae
Morris, Jennifer Neita, Jimmy Newson, Rosie
Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Johnny Richardson,
Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays,
Richard & Jean Sherman, Maxine Smith, Ruby
Snell, Yvonne Stokes, Linda Stokes, Brandi
Stroman, Alexander (Joe) Sutton, Ernest & Mae
Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie
P. Walker, Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille
Walker, Michael Ward, Joshua Webb, Marie
Webb, Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles
Williams, Jackie Williams, Rosa Williams

Bulletin #1383

November 1, 2015

“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of NOVEMBER
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Song Leaders

Xavier Snell

Xavier Snell

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Henry Brown, Sr.

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West
C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, J. Thomas
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, E. Holcombe
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, C. Jean
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternate: G. Barbee

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson M. Hughes J. Franklin
E. Holcombe C. Jean
D. Stokes
Alternates: J. Thomas, M. Strong

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology
Dismissal

Dr. W. F. Washington
Reginald Johnson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Chance, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Dr. W. F. Washington
Reginald Johnson

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West
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B i b l e S cho
S ER
o lMAt
OtNenda
N Once
T E SR epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

Oct. 25, 2015

ATTENDANCE
GOAL
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery (2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
General Adult Class
*GOAL M ET

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
205

4
N/C
7
4
9
7
9
N/C
14
115

Total:

156

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
440.00

$

N/C
9.50
8.00
N/C
20.00
24.00
N/C
38.00*
219.97

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2015)
Placed Membership
Visitors

AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8

$ 319.47

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
10/25/15
213
169
587
59
9
3

