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From The Minister’s Pen

Who Are We?

Why Are We Here?

W

hen people visit from church to church,
they find some interesting differences.
They often ask, "Why are there so many
churches?" Why are there church buildings on
every corner and all of them different? Does
what we teach really make that much difference? If it does not, why don't all of the
churches just build one church building and all
worship together? If it matters —and it does—
then we must be able to justify our convictions
by some standard which God has authorized.
Unless a "thus saith the Lord..." can be given,
no group has a right to exist. If you are visiting
us today, we hope you will consider the things
we say and do as we seek to examine the
Scriptures in search of that authority.

WHO ARE WE?
We are your neighbors, your friends, your
family members and your customers. We are
people, young, old and in-between, who want
to be the church Jesus said He would build,
(Matt. 16:18). To do this we are following the
blueprint in the New Testament. We, as individuals, realize we are far from perfect, and
we make mistakes more often than we should,
but Jesus promises as long as we "walk in the
light as He is in the light," His blood cleanses
us from our sin (1 John 1:7).

ARE WE A DENOMINATION?
Since we strive to be the church Jesus purchased with His blood (Acts 20:28), we cannot
be members of a denomination, for none existed in the first century. Jesus' church cannot
be a denomination. The unity Jesus prayed for
(John 17:21) demanded more than just an
"agree to disagree" attitude that tolerates the
teachings and practices of man-made doctrines. In 1 Corinthians 1:10 we read, "Now I
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgment."
That is hardly descriptive of modern denominationalism. In fact, the very opposite is the
case. Our unity is not based upon the writings
of men, but the words of the scripture, which
is the "word of God," (1 Thess. 2:13). It is obvious from over 2,000 years of history that the
religious division that prevails in the world today cannot be solved by the churches of men.
We must go back to the Bible for our doctrine,
our love for each other, our emphasis in life,
our worship, the organization of the church
and our evangelizing of the lost. That is what
and who we are.

WHO IS HEAD OF THE CHURCH?
The church that Jesus purchased has never
belonged to man, but to Him. "He is the head
of the body, the church: who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he
might have the preeminence" (Col. 1:18). We,
therefore, do not make our own doctrines, do not
make our own conditions for memberships, do
not have an earthly headquarters, or a president. Jesus is the foundation on which the
church is built, and even though in heaven, He
is still the head of His church. We look to Him
for our guidance, and we seek to please Him,
not ourselves. That guidance comes from the
Bible, as stated in 2 Timothy 3:16-17: "All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works." Since that is true,
the Bible is essential to our worship, our Bible
classes, and every part of our relationship to
God and His church.

WHAT ABOUT WORSHIP?
Remembering that scripture is our source of
authority in these matters, not our likes and
dislikes, and that Christ is the head of the
church, and not men, we then ask the question,
"What does God authorize for our worship to
Him?" I may prefer a guitar and a gospel
group. You may enjoy a symphony orchestra.
Some may like the sound of the zither and the
flute. But man is not the head of the church, so
we must ask what God wants. What has God
authorized? In the Bible, we discover that
early Christians sang songs of praise and
thanksgiving to God (Eph. 5:19). It is very
specific that every Christian was to sing "to
the Lord," not entertain their brethren. They
came together to take the Lord's Supper on
the first day of the week (1 Cor. 11:23-30).
Preaching the gospel was also integral to their
worship (Acts 20:7). Their weekly contribu-
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tion was given according to how they were
prospered (1 Cor. 16:1-2). They prayed to
their heavenly Father, asking for their daily
needs, the forgiveness of their sins, and His
constant support (Luke 11:2-4, Rom. 12:12).
If someone wants to add something else to
their worship, we simply ask, "By what authority do you do so?" Colossians 3:17 demands that both our words and our deeds in
service to God be "in the name of the Lord
Jesus," or, as authorized by Him.

THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM

The Word of God is likened to a seed
(Luke 8:11), and that same seed can be
planted in the hearts of honest men and
women today. By doing so the same harvest
can be produced today as in the first century.
By teaching the same doctrine, holding the
same convictions, by worshiping God and living in harmony with the instructions given to
early Christians, we can be the church Jesus
built and purchased with His blood.
No man has the right to change or modify
those instructions, so we are going back to the
original. Won't you come along with us; Back
to the Bible?

What Visitors Should Know
About the Church of Christ
 We are the New Testament church
that you read about in the Bible.
 We speak where the Bible speaks
and we are silent where the Bible
is silent.
 We call Bible things by Bible
names and do Bible things in
Bible ways.
 We speak the truth in love.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
To Our New Golden Heights
Family and Friends!!
With this message, we sincerely express to each
member of New Golden Heights our best wishes for a
most blessed Christmas season! We wish peace, joy and God’s
wonderful love for every member. Thank you for the love and
support that you have extended to us this year. Have a blessed
Christmas holiday and pass along to others the wonderful gift of
God’s love that we have received in Jesus Christ.
We love you!!
Dr. and Mrs. W. F. Washington, Sr.

THIS EVENING, the church will express our appreciation to the Washingtons for their work
and contributions to the Golden Heights congregation during 2015. Throughout the year, Dr.
Washington has led us, taught us, counseled us
and prayed for us. All ministries, committees,
Bible classes and members are asked to bring a
greeting card containing a monetary gift. Those
who CANNOT return this evening may leave their
cards at the Hospitality Desk.
“Remember them which have the rule
over you, who have spoken unto you
the word of God…” (Heb. 13:7)

The

congregation’s

midweek Bible study
will NOT be held on
the following dates:
Wednesday, December 23rd
Wednesday, December 30th
Members are encouraged to continue their
daily Bible reading and study and to be
present in the New Year’s Eve service on
December 31st.
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What else is there this evening that will be more important or more invigorating to your soul than worshipping the Lord.? Each
member of New Golden Heights is expected to
assemble with the saints at 6:00PM as we give
praise to God. Every visitor is invited as well.
There will be a word from the Lord. You must
not miss it! Be where Christ wants you to be.

Begin NOW to invite friends and family to our
annual Watch Night service. Plan to attend in
order to begin the new year right. The night
will be filled with great preaching, fellowship,
food, and fun as we welcome in 2016. Come
to praise God for bringing us safely through
another year and to pray for the future.

SALAD PARADE!
Begin making plans for your entry in our
Watch Night salad parade! Prizes will be presented for the best looking salads.

The Bereavement Committee is in charge of handling the food for our
guests during the 2016
Ministers’ Institute Conference. The committee is in
need of helpers and food
donations. A list has been posted at the Hospitality Desk. Please stop by today and let the
committee know if you are interested in assisting them in this endeavor. Please see Sis. Ethel
Bess or Sis. Ermine Thompson for further details. You also may contact Sis. Bess by calling
954-583-3732 or Sis. Thompson at
954-599-9190.

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Marion Williams, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Deloris Washington, Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess,
Laura Blidge, Louise Bowman, Richard Brazil,
Raf Campbell, Arnetta Cross, Ron Cullingford,
Sydnee Crow, Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha
Denmark, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon
Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Bessie
Everitt, Hanley Freeman, Dudley Hill, Arbie
Humphrey, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin,
Veanna Irvin, Becky Johnson, Gloria Johnson,
Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan, Suzanna
Middleton, George & Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae
Morris, Jennifer Neita, Jimmy Newson, Rosie
Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Johnny Richardson,
Shay Roache, Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays,
Richard & Jean Sherman, Maxine Smith, Frances
Smoot, Ruby Snell, Yvonne Stokes, Linda Stokes,
Brandi Stroman, Alexander (Joe) Sutton, Ernest &
Mae Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe,
Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie
P. Walker, Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille
Walker, Michael Ward, Joshua Webb, Marie
Webb, Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles
Williams, Jackie Williams, Rosa Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of DECEMBER
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Song Leaders

Joey Snell

Joey Snell

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Henry Brown, Sr.

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West
C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, J. Thomas
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, E. Holcombe
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, C. Jean
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternate: G. Barbee

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson M. Hughes J. Franklin
E. Holcombe C. Jean
D. Stokes
Alternates: J. Thomas, M. Strong

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology
Dismissal

Dr. W. F. Washington
Reginald Johnson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Chance, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Dr. W. F. Washington
Reginald Johnson

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West
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B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

Dec. 6, 2015

ATTENDANCE
GOAL
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
Ladies Class
Men’s Class
Sound Doctrine Class
*GOAL M ET

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
65
30
80
Total:

4
N/C
6
6
10
7
5
8
9
N/C
16
69

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
150.00
150.00
200.00

N/C

$
12.00*
10.00
7.50
25.00
22.00
7.00
30.00*
27.50
59.00
114.11

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK
AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 3 & 4

COLLECTION
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 281.11

S ER M O N N O T E S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2015)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
12/13/15
151
N/C
567
68
9
8

