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From The Minister’s Pen

Taught Wrong and Baptized Right?

I

s it possible to be instructed under a false
system and to be baptized for the wrong
reasons and still be saved as a result? Can a
person be taught incorrectly and baptized correctly?
While many might be quick with a response that is based on opinion and supposition, we should be careful in answering this
question. A cautious answer will allow consideration of what the Bible has to say on the
matter. Does the Bible teach that a person can
be taught wrong and baptized right? First, it
must be understood that baptism is not the
only step in God’s plan to save man. Man’s
response to God’s grace must begin in the
mind. Man must realize that he is lost in sin,
just like those on Pentecost realized their condition (Acts 2:37). Once a person realizes his
spiritual condition, he must also understand
that Christ (the only begotten Son of God) is
the only source for relief of the burden of sin
(Acts 4:12).
Consider the account of Philip and the
eunuch as recorded in Acts 8:26-39. When the
eunuch realized that he was lost, he inquired
about baptism (Acts 8:36). Philip responded
by saying, “If thou believest with all thine
heart, thou mayest” (Acts 8:37). If baptism was
the only step in the eunuch’s salvation, there

would be no need for verse 37. However,
Philip understood that unless the eunuch understood some things and was convicted of some
things, then baptism would only get him wet.
The same is true in the case of the Jews in
Acts 2. When those present asked the apostles
what they needed to do in order to have their
sin removed from their record, Peter’s response
was two-fold. According to Acts 2:38, Peter
told them to repent and be baptized. While baptism is an action that can be seen on the outside, repentance is a step in God’s plan for salvation that is primarily mental. When a person
repents, he changes his mind based on what he
knows about God, His Word, and His plan for
man’s salvation. Peter realized that unless these
men and women were willing to make a mental decision to turn from Judaism, then being
immersed in water would do them no good.
Peter and Philip realized that baptism was
not the only step in God’s plan for the salvation of mankind. In fact, both of these men realized that baptism would only benefit those
who were thinking correctly. It is for this reason that both Peter and Philip took the time to
verbally teach their audiences the Word of
God. It is the Word that produces faith (Rom.
10:17) and it is an understanding of that Word
that leads us to repentance (2 Cor. 7:10).
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Perhaps the clearest example of this is
found in Acts 19. As this chapter opens, Paul
comes to Ephesus and realizes that some of
the Ephesians had been baptized by Apollos
after hearing his teaching. According to the
latter portion of chapter 18, Apollos was
teaching the baptism of John after the cross of
Christ. John (the baptizer) taught repentance
and baptism because Christ was going to die
and establish His kingdom. However, after the
cross the apostles were teaching repentance
and baptism because Christ had already died
and established His kingdom. Apparently,
those in Ephessus had been taught John’s baptism on the wrong side of the cross. They
were sincere and at one time the doctrine that
they were taught was correct. However, at the
time it was taught to them it was outdated.
Paul realized this when those in Ephesus had
not even heard of the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 19:2) which took place on Pentecost. Did Paul say, “Well, as long as you are
comfortable with it, I won’t question your
baptism”? No, that was not Paul’s attitude at
all. In fact, Acts 19:4-5 reveals what Paul did.
He taught them the truth and the men were
baptized with the correct thinking. Could
those in Ephesus be taught wrong, but baptized right? Apparently, the answer is “No”.
Has the doctrine of God changed since
Acts 19? Has God’s plan to save man been
divinely altered since the days of Acts 2, 8, or
19? No, dear friends, it has not. God still demands that for baptism to be scriptural and
effective, the one who is being baptized must
understand why he is being baptized. Incorrect thinking and understanding will lead to an
incorrect baptism.
If you are a visitor and there is more that
you would like to know about the gospel of
Christ, we will gladly study with you.

WHAT IF?
Were you converted by a friend at work,
school, or by a neighbor? Perhaps you were
fortunate enough to have Christian parents
who took you to Sunday school and worship
services, and many people within the church
had a profound influence upon your life. We
all owe a deep sense of gratitude to a great
many people who helped bring about our
conversion. We are what we are because of
others. But, where would you be if it had
not been for these people?
If you were converted by a friend who
was a member of the church, where would
you be if he or she had not tried to convert
you? If you had Christian parents that raised
you and taught you the gospel, where would
you be if they were not Christians or were
unfaithful? If the person responsible for your
conversion did as you do, would you have
been converted? If he or she had only been
as interested in soul-saving as you are interested in it, would you have been converted? It
is something to think about, isn't it?
In 2016, let us seek to be better soul winners. Let us pray for some particular person
and then do everything within our power to
convert that person. Remember, we must
plant and water before God can give the increase (I Cor. 3:6). The more planting and
watering we do, the greater will be the harvest (2 Cor. 9:6).
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Church News and Views
THANK
YOU!
The Leadership and members of New Golden
Hts. Church of Christ welcome each visitor in
our Sunday school and worship service. You
will find our worship to be scripturallybased and all that you see and is taught can
be found in God’s Word. Don’t let today be
the last time that you come. Let us know if
we can be of any assistance to you during
your visit today.

Bible Studies for Non-Members
Two great opportunities to learn what the Bible
teaches are available to our visitors. Both can
be done at a time of your convenience at home.
With our Bible correspondence course, free
Bible study materials will be mailed to you and a
certificate of completion will be awarded to you
when the course is successfully completed. The
second opportunity is an individualized class
conducted personally with you. The individualized class will be conducted by the Minister, or a
selected member, who will share with you the plan
of salvation. If you are interested in either option, please indicate it on your visitor’s card.
Also, if you wish to speak directly with the Minister, please indicate same on your visitor's card.

A special “thank you”
is extended to the
members of New
Golden Heights who
supported the 2016 Lauderdale Lectures and
Ministers’ Institute Conference —through
your attendance, money and food donations,
and willingness to assist in the need work.
The 40th annual Lectureship was a success,
to a great extent, because of your magnificent
participation and support. The local MIC
staff members did an outstanding job assisting the minister in implementing this great
event. We appreciate our minister for his
hard work in planning this event and his
wisdom in recognizing the need for MIC in
strengthening the church brotherhood.
Thanks to everyone for your support,
prayers, assistance and attendance.

CDs and DVDs
Available
Dr. Washington’s fourpart sermon, “Chained to
the Chariot” is available for
purchase in the Evangelism
Office.
Recordings of all MIC sessions and vesper
services also are available on CD and DVD.
Purchases may be made in the Evangelism
Office (Room 22 of the church building).
Get one or more if you couldn’t attend MIC.
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This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Don’t let a lack of transportation hinder you
from attending any of our services. The
church van is now available to pick up members and visitors on Wednesday nights, in
addition to Sundays. To schedule a pick-up,
please call one of the drivers, Bro. Elijah
Thompson (954-599-9195) or Bro. James
Franklin (954-591-3140), or call the church
(954-735-2907). Call within a reasonable
time frame to allow sufficient time for scheduling. Please note that the telephone number
for Bro. Thompson has been updated.

Bible Study (5:00PM) ........................... TODAY
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) ......................... Jan. 15
Mid-Week Bible Study (7:30PM) ...... Jan. 27

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Marion Williams, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
If you attend Sunday school each week, no
doubt you know another member who doesn’t
attend. If you know another member who neglects the Sunday school assembly, then invite
that person to attend with you. Let’s strive to
fill our classrooms and meet our weekly attendance goals. Invite someone!! If your Sunday

schedule doesn't include the Sunday School
hour, we encourage you to add it!

Sunday - Friday

12:30 PM
Saturday

6:00 PM

Deloris Washington, Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess, Laura
Blidge, Louise Bowman, Richard Brazil, Raf
Campbell, Arnetta Cross, Ron Cullingford, Sydnee
Crow, Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha Denmark, Felisha
Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon Eason, Nelzene
Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Bessie Everitt, Hanley
Freeman, Dudley Hill, Arbie Humphrey, Lois
Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin, Veanna Irvin, Becky
Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Annie Lee, Kevin
Larkins, Nancy Logan, Suzanna Middleton, George
& Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer
Neita, Jimmy Newson, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo
Parrish, Johnny Richardson, Shay Roache, Akiko
Robinson, Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean Sherman,
Maxine Smith, Frances Smoot, Yvonne Stokes,
Linda Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Alexander (Joe)
Sutton, Ernest & Mae Thomas, Samantha Tobias,
Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean
Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker, Johnny Walker,
Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker, Michael Ward,
Joshua Webb, Marie Webb, Annie Williams, Betty
Williams, Charles Williams, Jackie Williams, Rosa
Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of JANUARY
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Amari Johnson

Moses Armbrister

Song Leader

Joey Snell

Joey Snell

Prayer

Davonte Gray

Marc Allen

Scripture Reading

Dorsette McLeod

Dorsette McLeod

Sermon

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: Marc Allen / Davante Gray / Willis Welch
Alternates: K. Hutchison, W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)

Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)
AM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Marcus Facyson
(1) Left, Rashad Rouse
(2) Left, Justin Johnson
(3) Left, Kevin Luke, Jr.
(4) Left, Tyler Westbrook
(1) Right, Davonte Gray
(2) Right, Marc Allen
(3) Right, Charles Farlow
(4) Right, Maxwell Allen

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Dorsette McLeod / Marcus Facyson
Davonte Gray, Justin Johnson; Kevin Luke, Jr.
Tyler Westbrook; Moses Armbrister; Marc Allen
Alternates: Charles Farlow

Ministerial Announcement
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Maxwell Allen

Maxwell Allen

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Rachel Trompe, Dorsette & Nereca McLeod,
Patrick & Kayla Riettie

Alumni Lobby Greeters:
Back Hall:

D. Brooks; J. West

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Malayjia Parrish, Catherine Wilson
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B ib le ScSER
hoo lMON
A ttenNOTE
danc e SRe por t
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS

January 3, 2016

ATTENDANCE
GOAL
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
Ladies Class
Men’s Class
Sound Doctrine Class
*GOAL M ET

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
65
30
80
Total:

N/C
N/C
7
1
6
5
5
8
12
27
20
62

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
150.00
150.00
200.00

153

$

N/C
8.00
5.00
6.50
6.00
31.00*
9.00
31.00*
22.00
66.00
240.00*

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2015)
Placed Membership
Visitors

A TTEN D AN CE
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 11&12

COLLECTION
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 7 & 8
Grades 11 & 12

$ 429.50

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

#1 CLASSES
O F T H E W EE K

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
1/17/16
N/C
N/C
719
71
9
N/C

