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From The Minister’s Pen

The Fields Are White To Harvest
not ye, There are yet four months, and
“you,Saythen
cometh harvest? behold, I say unto
Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields;
for they are white already to harvest.”
(John 4:35).

Jesus said these words to His disciples as
they were in Samaria. He had just spoken to a
Samaritan woman at the well outside the city.
She returned and told the men of the city about
Jesus and they were now coming out to see
Him. He said the fields were white for harvest,
meaning there was success to be had in preaching the gospel in that place. As we work to
preach the gospel today, consider Jesus’ statement and the circumstances surrounding it.

What Did Jesus See?
What did Jesus see that caused Him to say
that the fields were white for harvest? First, He
saw people who were lost. Jesus desired that
the lost would be saved (Matt. 23:37; Luke
15:1-7). His mission in coming to earth was “to
seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke
19:10). Here He found a woman who was living
in adultery and caught up in false religion
(John 4:17-18, 20). The false religion was found
among her fellow countrymen as well. These
people were lost in sin. They needed a Savior.
Jesus also saw people who were interested.
This is very important. After Jesus struck up
the conversation with the Samaritan woman,
she expressed her interest by asking Jesus for
the water He said He could provide (John 4:15)
and by questioning Him about proper worship

practices (John 4:19-20). The people of the city
came out to the well to hear Jesus because they
were interested in what He had to say (John
4:30). It was at this point when Jesus made this
statement: “...The fields; for they are white already white to harvest” (John 4:35).

What Did the People Need?
The fields were white for harvest in
Samaria. But just like crops in the field cannot
harvest themselves, someone else had to labor
for the harvest to happen. The first thing they
needed was a willing teacher. Historically, the
Jews and Samaritans did not have friendly relations with one another. The woman Jesus met
at the well was surprised that He even spoke to
her: “How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest
drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria?”
John added the parenthetical statement to explain this: “For the Jews have no dealings with
the Samaritans” (John 4:9). Jesus was willing
to teach people, regardless of their background.
This should not be surprising since He also
died for all people, regardless of their background (John 3:16; Eph. 2:13, 16).
It was important that the people had someone
willing to teach them, but it would not do any
good without the proper message from the
teacher. Jesus had a different message from all
others. The message from the Samaritans was
that they were to worship on the mountain; the
Jews’ message was that one must go to Jerusalem to worship (John 4:20). Jesus preached a
different message: “Neither in this mountain nor

Page 2

yet in Jerusalem…” (John 4:21). She needed His
message. He had the “words of eternal life”
(John 6:68). Jesus taught the gospel. That is
what this woman – and everyone else – needed.
.

Are the Fields White for Harvest Today?
If Jesus were on earth today, would He be
telling us to “look on the fields, for they are
white already to harvest”? It is certainly true
that people are lost now just as they were then.
This will be true as long as the earth stands.
Paul wrote, “For all have sinned, and fall short
of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). This condition still exists today.
Are people interested in Christ? It may depend on where you are. In some places, there
may be a great interest in spiritual things. But
that will not be the case everywhere. Some
people simply do not want to hear the truth.
People cannot be forced to accept Christ. When
we encounter people who are not interested, we
should move on. In these instances, the disciples were told, “Shake off the dust of your
feet” (Matt. 10:14; cf. Acts 13:50-51).
It is important to note, however, that the disciples shook the dust off their feet and moved
on after the gospel had been preached. They
did not decide that the people would probably
not be receptive and so they should simply
move on without teaching them. Instead, they
gave the people the chance to hear the gospel
and reject it for themselves. We cannot always
know people’s hearts, so the seed must be
planted wherever possible. Give hearers the
chance to reject the message, do not reject it for
them. In giving them the chance to reject the
message, we are also giving them the chance to
accept it which leads to salvation. Understand
that it is likely for most people to be uninterested in the gospel, however that does not mean
we should give up in efforts to reach the lost.

be saved” (Rom. 10:13), Paul then discussed the
importance of those who preach the gospel:
“How then shall they call on him in whom they
have not believed? and how shall they believe in
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher? And how shall
they preach, except they be sent? as it is written,
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of
good things!” (Rom. 10:14-15). The lost need to
be taught. It is important to have Christians who
have dedicated their lives to this work to do it.
It is not just the preacher’s responsibility to
teach others. A ll Christians must be ready to
teach when opportunities arise (1 Pet. 3:15). Also, just as God shows no partiality (Acts 10:3435), we must not either (James 2:1-9). Be willing to teach others regardless of their race, gender, class, background, or any other factor.
Just as important as having willing teachers,
those teachers must have the right message. Like
Jesus and the apostles did, simply teach the gospel. This is the message that people need to hear
(Rom. 1:16). Instead of changing the message,
adding to it, or taking parts out of it, we should
trust in God. We are obligated to please God
first. Paul said, “For do I now persuade men, or
God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet
pleased men, I should not be the servant of
Christ” (Gal. 1:10). The gospel, in its entirety
and simplicity, is still today “the power of God
unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16).

What Do People Need Today?
Just as the people of Samaria needed a willing teacher, people today need willing teachers
as well. After telling the Romans that “whosoever that call upon the name of the Lord shall
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Church News and Views
We wish to welcome ALL VISITORS who have
chosen to worship with us today. Each to today’s visitors is special to us. We are delighted
to have all of you and it is our desire that your
hearts will be enriched by the worship service.
Our minister is available to answer any Bible
question that you may have. Listen carefully to
this sermon, for in it you will hear the answer to
the question, “What must I do to be saved?” If
you desire to give your life to Christ, then walk
forward during the invitation. Again…we’re
delighted that you’re here!

BIBLE SCHOOL
Sunday School . . .
A Place For Everyone

(Sunday mornings @9:00AM)

Bible Study classes focus
on taking the truth of God's Word and
bringing it to life - your life! Whatever your
age or stage in life, there's a class for you
and every member of your family. Each
Bible school class is designed to help you
grow as a believer. You will meet those
with common needs and interests and people who will encourage you and pray for
you. For more information or if you have
questions, stop by the Education Office
today. Sunday School is…
A place of encouragement
A place for ministry
A place for service
A place for fellowship

“I will therefore that men pray everywhere, lifting up
holy hands without wrath and doubting.” (1 Tim. 2:8)

The Feeding the Hungry Ministry is requesting the following food items for the
church’s Annual Thanksgiving Food Giveaway. The
ministry requests that members donate the following
items:

September – Whole Kernel Corn
Jiffy Mix Corn Bread
Macaroni and Cheese (box)
October – Jellied Cranberry Sauce
November – Green Beans
Place your food donations in the purple barrels
that have been place in the rear hallway.

Dorcas Ministry
Today, 5:00PM
—A Bible Study Fellowship
for ALL WOMEN of the
church—
Obtain a CD or DVD
of today’s sermon in
the Evangelism
Office (room #22).
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This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Bible Study (5:00PM) ..........................
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) ........................
Prayer Service (7:00PM) ....................
Word on the Street (9:30AM) ...........

TODAY
TBA
Sept. 7
Sept. 10

Dedicate this entire day
to the Lord … because of
His goodness and His
mercy. Come to worship
and praise Him this
evening at 6:00. Let us
fill the pews!!

Sunday - Wednesday,
Friday

12:30 PM
Saturday

6:00 PM

Communion
Committee

Aletha Denmark
Cynthia Parrish
Thelma Daise
Laura Fuller
Ermine Thompson

Men’s
Baptism
Committee

Raymond Thompson
Xavier Snell (alt.)
Michael Hughes (alt.)

Women’s
Baptism
Committee

Ernell O’Neal
Virginia Ethridge
Takiesha McMillian
Shirley Gates

.

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Marion Williams, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Bobby Ace, Ethel Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise
Bowman, Richard Brazil, Raf Campbell, Charlie
Crawford, Arnetta Cross, Ron Cullingford,
Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha Denmark, Kristin
Dicks, Felisha Downer, Donna Eacho, Sharon
Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine Ellis, Bessie
Everitt, Phillip Everett, Hanley Freeman, Dudley
Hill,
Joe Holland, Vernon Holland, Arbie
Humphrey, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin,
Veanna Irvin, Willie Jewel Jacobs, Becky
Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Annie Lee, Kevin
Larkins, Nancy Logan, Rufus McFatten, Elouise
Mash, Suzanna Middleton, Sharon Monroe, Willie
Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita, Jimmy Newson, Rosie
Newson, Dianjalo Parrish, Donald Perdue,
Johnny Richardson, Shay Roache, Deotha Roby,
Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Brandi Stroman, Alexander (Joe) Sutton,
Ernest & Mae Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne
Trompe, Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean
Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker, Johnny Walker,
Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker, Michael Ward, Ray
Watson, Joshua Webb, Marie Webb, Ranspord
Webley, Annie Williams, Betty Williams, Charles
Williams, Jackie Williams

A wrong-doer is often a man that has
left something undone, not always
the man that has done something.
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of september
MORNING

Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Glenn Barbee

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West
C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, M. Strong
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, C. Jean
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternate: G. Barbee
PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson M. Hughes
J. Franklin
E. Holcombe D. Stokes
T. Harris

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Alternates: G. Barbee

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West
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B ib le Sc hoo l Atten danc e Re por t
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL
Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
Ladies Class
Men’s Class
Sound Doctrine Class
*GOAL MET

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
65
30
80
Total:

August 28, 2016

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER
4
2
N/C
7
8
6
4
9
11
32
17
70

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
150.00
150.00
200.00

170

$

11.00
N/C
7.00
9.00
20.00
20.00
15.00
28.00
37.00
119.00
133.00

#1 CLASSES
O F T H E W EE K
A TTEN D AN CE
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

COLLECTION
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 399.00

SER MON NOTE S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2016)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
8/28/16
149
170
512
48
7
3

