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From The Minister’s Pen

"Fields…White Already
to Harvest"

I

f you have driven on certain roads of the
rural South, you may have had the opportunity to see huge fields of cotton. If you
have not seen such, then try to imagine acres of
cotton, a literal sea of white, ready to be harvested. The Lord said, "...Lift up your eyes,
and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest" (John 4:35). The apostle Paul
expressed the same thought when he spoke of
an "open door" and a "door of utterance" (1
Corinthians 15:9; 2 Corinthians 1:12; Colossians 4:3). John wrote of the "open door"
which no man can shut (Revelation 3:8).
From a spiritual perspective, as we traverse
throughout South Florida, there are thousands
of souls who need to hear the gospel of Jesus
Christ. We should —and must— concern ourselves with the many opportunities to teach
God's Word and with our preparation and determination to take advantage of these opportunities. Christianity is not a dead belief; it is a
vibrant way of life that deeply affects the
standards by which we conduct our lives. A
primary and significant part of that conduct
deals with our consciousness that many of
those about us are lost.
During this Harvest Month at Golden
Heights, let each of us pray for an "open door."

The apostle Paul asked the Colossians to pray
for him, "...that God would open unto us a
door of utterance, to speak the mystery of
Christ" (Colossians 4:3). It is right to pray
for opportunities. Perhaps, our inability to
realize that we live in a "lost and dying
world," and our apathy to praying about it, are
the very reasons conditions are not more
favorable for the growth of the church. James
said, "the fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much" (James 5:16). Fervently praying for opportunity includes ridding oneself of
fear about the responsibilities associated with
open doors. To accomplish this goal, we must
prepare.
.

We must get past "me-ism" (concer n only
with ourselves). Too many Christians focus
so entirely upon themselves --"me first,"-that they fail to see opportunities and, therefore, to act when they abound. Paul said some
would become "lovers of self" (2 Timothy
3:2). Yet, he taught that we are to "bear the
infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each one of us please his neighbor
for that which is good, unto edifying" (Romans 15:1-2). Among each of us,
there is opportunity to teach. Paul said, "Let
no man seek his own, but each his neighbor’s
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good" (1 Corinthians 10:24—ASV). Paul also
said, "...Not looking each of you to his own
things, but each of you also to the things of
others" (Philippians 2:4—ASV). Adherence to
this scripture would go very far toward helping us to teach others. We have a wide-open
"door" of opportunity to restore those who are
wayward (Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20).

opportunity. Indeed, the fields are white unto
harvest, and the laborers are so few. In Acts 8,
those who were scattered as a result of the persecution, "went about preaching the word."
Until we understand that the success of personal work depends upon each one personally working, opportunities will continue to fall
by the wayside.

Let us believe in the gospel, God’s power
to save. “For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).
In a world that held the gospel in contempt,
Paul, under threat of persecution, preached it
boldly. Paul had seen the gospel at work, first
among the Jews, and then among the Greeks.
"The word of God is living and active"
(Hebrews 4:12—ASV). The gospel is ever
relevant, and it can transform our neighbors if
they receive it and realize that it is the revelation of God. Every conversion example in the
book of Acts bears evidence of this truth. Indeed, we have in our possession God’s power
to change lives, but our failure to proclaim it
results in continued ungodly living that sends
people to hell!! Jesus commanded, "Enter ye
in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
and many are they that enter in thereby" (Matthew 7:13-14 –ASV ).

Reaping a harvest of lost souls cannot occur by accident. Let us prepare ourselves for
the greatest work on earth. Someone has said
that the four hinges upon which the gates of
opportunity swing are: initiative, insight, industry, and integrity. Sur ely, we have integrity, but what about the other three? Let us not
forget that procrastination is the grave in
which opportunity is buried. Starting NOW,
let each of us concern ourselves with saving
lost souls.

On the broad way that leads to destruction
will be someone's mother, father, grandparent,
friend, neighbor, or coworker. In that great
day of Judgment, will they say, "You met me
day by day, and knew I was astray, yet never
mentioned Him to me"?

Let us become more aware of the unconverted. Masses of souls are hungering and
thirsting for the truth. Many question their
religious convictions. They know they are at
sea, without chart or compass. WE have great
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Church News and Views

INVITE! INVITE! INVITE!
How long has it been since you invited
someone to church? Hundreds of people in
our community will likely become members
of some religious body this year. Just how
many of them become members of the
Lord’s church could, to considerable extent,
depend upon how diligently we work to invite them and make them feel welcome. Remember it doesn't pay to be selfish
with Christ, the more you share Him, the
more you have Him. Let each of us do our
part to see that His prayer is answered. Invite, invite, invite!!

DURING HARVEST MONTH...
Four Sundays of First Century gospel
preaching! Hearers will leave KNOWING what they must do to be saved!!

BIBLE CLASSES
FOR VISITORS!
Make sure your visitors and friends
know they can have either a home
Bible class or a Bible class at the
church building by appointment.
“...Go out into the highways and hedges,
and constrain them to come in, that my
house may be filled.” (Luke 14:23)

The Bereavement Committee is in charge of
handling the food for our guests during the
2017 Ministers’ Institute Conference. We are
in need of helpers and food donations. A list
is posted at the Hospitality Desk. Please stop
by today and let us know if you would be
interested in assisting us in this endeavor.
Please see Sis. Ethel Bess or Sis. Ermine
Thompson for further details. You also may
contact Sis. Bess at 954-583-3731 or Sis.
Thompson at 954-599-9190.
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This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Please support the church’s Thanksgiving food
drive by bringing any of the following canned
and packaged goods.
 Canned Corn (whole kernel)
 Canned Green Beans
 Jellied Cranberry Sauce
 Macaroni & Cheese (box)
 Jiffy Cornbread Mix

The Feeding the Hungry Ministry and the
poor of our community will appreciate your
donation. Donations should be placed in the
food barrels placed throughout the building.
“He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed;
for he giveth of his bread to the poor”. (Prov. 22:9)

Bible Study (5:00PM) ..........................
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) ........................
Midweek Bible Study (7:30PM) ........
Word on the Street (9:30AM) ...........

TODAY
Nov. 7
Nov. 9
Oct. 12

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Marion Williams, Lillie Jackson

Adopt a family this
Thanks giving season to
ensure that it has a delectable holiday meal.
Not only will you help to feed an entire family by purchasing food for their Thanksgiving
dinner, but you also will bring recognition
and glory to the Lord’s church in our community. To adopt a family this Thanksgiving season, simply give a $40.00 donation. Donations should be given to Bro. Tony Hugley.
Please make checks payable to “Golden Hts.
Church of Christ.

—THIS TUESDAY—

Prayer Requests:
Bobby Ace, Barbara Adams, Sharon Berrian, Ethel
Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise Bowman, Richard
Brazil, Raf Campbell, Charlie Crawford, Arnetta
Cross, Ron Cullingford, Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha
Denmark, Kristin Dicks, Felisha Downer, Donna
Eacho, Sharon Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine
Ellis, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett, Linda Green,
Hanley Freeman, Dudley Hill, Joe Holland, Vernon
Holland, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn Irvin, Veanna
Irvin, Becky Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis
Johnson, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy Logan,
Mary Lyons, Elouise Mash, Suzanna Middleton,
Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae Morris, Jennifer Neita,
Jimmy Newson, Rosie Newson, Dianjalo Parrish,
Johnny Richardson, Shay Roache, Deotha Roby,
Akiko Robinson, Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean
Sherman, Maxine Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda
Stokes, Rosemary Strachan, Brandi Stroman,
Alexander (Joe) Sutton, Ernest & Mae Thomas,
Samantha Tobias, Rolinne Trompe, Roosevelt
Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling, Johnnie P. Walker,
Johnny Walker, Lillie Walker, Lucille Walker,
Michael Ward, Ray Watson, Joshua Webb, Marie
Webb, Ranspord Webley, Annie Williams, Betty
Williams, Charles Williams, Jackie Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of NOVEMBER
MORNING

Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Glenn Barbee

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West
C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, M. Strong
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, C. Jean
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternate: G. Barbee

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson M. Hughes
J. Franklin
E. Holcombe D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West

Page 6

B ib le Sc hoo l Atten danc e Re por t
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER

Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
10
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
10
Grades 1 and 2
15
Grades 3 and 4
15
Grades 5 and 6
15
Grades 7 and 8
15
Grades 9 & 10
15
Grades 11 & 12
15
General Adult Class 175

4
2
2
5
9
10
5
8
6
136

*GOAL MET

187

Total:

October 30, 2016
COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
500.00

$

12.00*
3.00
8.50
5.00
26.00
22.00
10.00
25.00
254.50

#1 CLASSES
O F T H E W EE K
A TTEN D AN CE
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 5 & 6

COLLECTION
ADULT: General Adult
YOUTH: Grades 5 & 6

$ 365.50

SER MON NOTE S

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2016)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
10/30/16
160
187
529
56
9
16

