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From The Minister’s Pen

CHRIST CRUCIFIED
Seeing that Jews ask for signs, and
Greeks seek after wisdom: but we preach
Christ crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolishness; but
unto them that are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the
wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:22-24).

Is this statement by Paul concerning his
preaching an oversimplification? Or is it actually the case that the term Christ crucified accurately denotes the preaching of that peerless
apostle? In 1 Corinthians 2:1-2 he declared:
And I, brethren, when I came unto you,
came not with excellency of speech or of
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know
anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and him crucified.

This verse affirms not only that Paul
preached “Jesus Christ, and him crucified,” but
that his preaching was limited to that theme;
he knew nothing else to preach. That which he
here terms, “Jesus Christ, and him crucified,”
he calls simply, “the cross,” in 1 Corinthians
1:18, where he wrote, “For the word of the
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but
unto us who are saved it is the power of God.”

While we know that the preaching done
by Paul was not limited to the mere fact of the
crucifixion of Christ, it is significant that he
used these terms to denote what he preached.
The cross of Christ was central to the preaching, not only of Paul, but of all inspired
preachers in the New Testament. The magnificent sermon delivered by Peter on Pentecost of
Acts 2 centered around the cross, and showed
both logically and scripturally that Jesus of
Nazareth whom the Jews had crucified had
been raised from the dead, thus proving Him
to be the Christ, the Son of God. In preaching
to Cornelius and his household, Peter declared:
And we are witnesses of all things which
he did both in the country of the Jews, and
in Jerusalem; whom also they slew, hanging him on a tree. Him God raised up the
third day, and gave him to be made manifest (Acts 10:39-40).

The Jewish leaders at Jerusalem knew exactly what the theme of the preaching was that
was done by the apostles. They said to the
apostles on one occasion:
Did not we straitly command you that ye
should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your

Page 2
doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s
blood upon us (Acts 5:28).

Obviously, the apostles had been preaching about the crucifixion of Christ. Jesus was
speaking of His crucifixion when He said,
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me” (John 12:32).
Jesus had to die to enable God to be infinitely just and at the same time justify sinners
(Rom. 3:24-26). But why the cross? Why crucifixion? The cross underscores the seriousness of sin and God’s hatred of it. The
world glorifies sin. The religious world, in
large measure, has chosen to classify sin as an
ailment instead of a misdeed. Even in the
church, sin is overlooked and its seriousness is
minimized. But if one wants to know if sin is
really bad, let him look at the cross. For me to
behold the cross, realizing what took place
there was brought on by my sins, causes me to
see that sin is not something to be smiled at; it
is serious. God hates sin.
The cross emphasizes man’s lost condition. The familiar par ables of the lost sheep,
the lost coin, and the lost boy (Luke 15) remind us that the “Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).
If one wants to know God’s estimate of how
terrible it is for one to be lost, then let him
look at the cross and see the price God was
willing to pay to redeem lost humanity.
The cross points to God’s love for sinners.
Though God hates sin, He loves sinners. That
which pictures God’s hatred of sin is that
which portrays God’s love for sinners. “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16).

Perhaps a passage even more meaningful
in one sense is Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

This passage does not merely say He died
for sinners, but for ME; as much for me as if I
were the only sinner in the world. He loved
ME, and gave himself for ME!
The cross emphasizes the necessity of
obedience to the Scriptures. J esus went to
the cross because that was the only way He
could be obedient to the Scriptures. With the
cross casting its shadow over Him, He said:
“Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my
Father, and he shall presently give me more
than twelve legions of angels? But how then
shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it
must be?” (Matt. 26:53-54). In Philippians 2:8
Paul wrote that Jesus “humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross.”
Do you want to know if obedience to that
which is written is important? You will find
the answer when you look at THE CROSS!
But God forbid that I should glory, save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified unto me,
and I unto the world (Gal. 6:14).
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The annual Ministers’
Institute Banquet will
be held this Wednesday, January 18, 2017,
from
7:00PM
to
10:00PM. The event
will be held at the
Marriott Coral Springs
Hotel, Golf Club and Convention Center Fort
Lauderdale (located in Coral Springs, FL). Get
your tickets TODAY. Each committee and
ministry is encouraged to purchase a banquet
table. Immediately following today’s church
services, tickets will be available in the lobby. Below are the banquet door prizes.
1. Epson XP-430 Copier
2. The New Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of
The Bible
3. The New Strong's Concise Concordance &
Vine's Concise Dictionary of the Bible
4. Thinline Large Print Bible (KJV)
5. Samsung Tablet -- 8"
6. Dell Inspiron 15.6 HD Display Laptop
7. Element 32" LED Television
8. Case Mate Shredder
9. George Forman Grill
10. Aroma Electric Skillet
11. Black & Decker Toaster Oven
12. Oster Precise Blender
13. Michael Kors (MK) Handbag/Purse
14. Unibest Luggage -- 4-piece Set
15. Falcone Navy Blue Men's 3-piece Suit with accessories
16. Lineage Signature Collection Brown Men's 2piece Suit with accessories
17. Lebos Chiffon/Satin Beige Ladies 2-piece Dress
18. Terramina of New York Royal Blue Ladies 3piece Dress
19. Hampton Inn (3-day, 2-night stay)
20. Marriott Coral Springs Hotel (1-night & breakfast)

The 2017 Ministers’ Institute Conference will
incorporate a Women’s Conference for
ladies in the brotherhood. Women from
across the United States have come to hear
dynamic and informative women of like
faith. The women’s conference will convene
tomorrow through Wednesday from
8:30AM until 12:00PM at the Marriott Coral
Springs Hotel. All Golden Heights ladies, as
well as ladies throughout South Florida,
should make every effort to attend. This will
be a wonderful opportunity for learning and
fellowship!

CDs and DVDs
Available
Recordings of all Minister Institute sermons,
week-day sessions and
vesper services will be
available on CD and
DVD
for purchase.
These purchases may
be made at the hotel during day sessions or
in Room 22 of the church building.

View the Golden Heights world-wide
television program:

EACH
SATURDAY
7:00AM—7:30AM
on WORD network
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of JANUARY
MORNING

EVENING

Announcements

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Song Leader

James Chapman

James Chapman

Introduction of Speakers

Dr. Harvey Jackson

Dr. Richard Price

Sermons

Samuell Pounds

Tradanius Beard
Dr. Olu Shabazz

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West / C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, M. Strong
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternate: G. Barbee

Prayer
Scripture (Reading
Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
E. Holcombe D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee

Ministerial Announcements

Dr. W. F. Washington

Minister Institute Announcements Dr. Harvey Jackson

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. Harvey Jackson

Doxology / Dismissal
Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West
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NEW MEMBERS

Minister Institute Program
Books

Tamara Edwards
Melinda Joiner

Stay informed about our daily Minister Institute schedule and speakers with a program book. The program book provides the
times, speakers and topics of all workshops,
convocations and services. Books are available for purchase at the Hospitality Desk.
Get your book today! The cost is $3.00.

(Baptized: Jan. 1, 2017)

Vesper Services
7:30AM — 1st and 3rd Sundays
8:30AM — 2nd and 4th Sundays

12:30PM — Sunday—Wednesday, Friday
6:00PM — Saturdays

Tomorrow and Tuesday evening’s vesper
services will begin at 6:00PM. Three gospel messages will be preached each evening
by some of the brotherhood’s greatest gospel
preachers. COME to hear great gospel
preaching and to give praise the Lord!
Repasts ar e planned for both evenings and
refreshments will be served. Please call
954-599-9195 (Elijah Thompson) or 954591-3140 (James Franklin) if you need bus
transportation.

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2016)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
01/08/17
177
171
508
74
9
3

