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From The Minister’s Pen

About 3,000 Souls
The Lord’s church was established on the day
of Pentecost following the death, resurrection, and
ascension of Christ (Acts 2). The scriptures indicate that three about thousand individuals responded to the preaching of the apostles on that day by
obeying the gospel (Acts 2:41). As a result, God
added them to the church (Acts 2:47).
There were many others in Jerusalem on this
day than just the “about 3,000” who obeyed the
gospel –including many who would have heard but
did not respond to the preaching done by Peter and
the other apostles. What can be known about these
“three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41) that contributed
to their reception of the gospel? Consider six
things about these individuals from the text:
They believed in God – The crowd that was
gathered in Jerusalem was made up of “devout
men, out of every nation under heaven” (Acts 2:5).
The word devout is used to refer to one who reveres God. They were present for the feast prescribed by God —the Feast of Weeks (Deut. 16:910, 16) because they were believers in God.
They listened rather than jumping to conclusions – Some, when they heard the apostles speaking in languages they did not understand, jumped
to the conclusion that the apostles were drunk
(Acts 2:13). However, many simply wondered
what this meant (Acts 2:12). When Peter called for
them to listen (Acts 2:14, 22), they did.
They considered the Scriptures – When Peter
called for them to listen, he explained to them some

of the Old Testament prophecies that referred to
Jesus and the events of that day (Acts 2:16-21, 2528, 34-35).
They recognized their sin – As Peter finished
his remarks in which he demonstrated from the
scriptures and the apostles’ testimony that Jesus
was “both Lord and Christ” and that the people
were guilty of calling for His death (Acts 2:36),
many of them understood that Peter spoke the truth
and that they were guilty of sin. We know this because “they were pricked to their heart” (Acts 2:37).
They were not content in their sin and wanted to correct it – With the understanding that they
were in sin, they wanted to know how to remedy
that condition. So they asked, “Men and brethren,
what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). They did not want
to remain in their sinful condition; they wanted to
be right with God.
They were willing to do whatever the Lord
required of them – Peter responded to their question about what they needed to do with the answer,
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins...” (Acts 2:38). They did not argue with him or
ask if they could do something else instead. They
simply “received the word” given to them by the
Lord’s apostle and “were baptized” (Acts 2:41).

If anyone is to be converted today, they must
have these same characteristics.
They must believe in God – If they do not believe in God, there is no reason for them to pay
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attention to what the Bible says or be concerned in
any way about their sin. Paul, when he preached in
Athens, began by telling them of the “unknown
God” (Acts 17:23). They did not yet know or believe
in God. Because the Jews on Pentecost did, Peter
did not need to establish this fact. If one does not
believe in God, that person must be taught this first.
They must listen rather than jumping to conclusions – James said we must be “swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath: for the wrath of man
worketh not the righteousness of God” . (James
1:19-20). This willingness to listen is essential if
one is to receive “the engrafted word, which is able
to save your souls” (James 1:21). If people will not
listen, they will not respond to the gospel.
They must consider the Scriptures – The gospel is “the power of God unto salvation” (Rom.
1:16). Paul told the brethren in Corinth, “It pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). If people are to be
saved, they must be like the Bereans who “search
the scriptures daily, whether those things [that Paul
taught] were so” (Acts 17:11). The word of God
produces faith (Rom. 10:17) which is what happened with the Bereans – “Therefore many of them
believed” (Acts 17:12). If people do not consider
the scriptures, they cannot respond to the gospel.

They must recognize their sin – The gospel is
a message of “forgiveness of sins” through Christ
(Acts 13:38). Paul wrote, “For all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). John
said, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).
Those who do not recognize their sin will see no
need for the gospel. Why seek for a remedy when
you think you don’t have a disease?
They must not be content in their sin and must
want to correct it – Unfortunately, many today
recognize that they are in sin, but are content in their
sin and have no desire to change anything. Those in
this condition must be taught to appreciate the horrible nature of sin. Sin separates us from God (Isa..
59:2) and leads to spiritual death (Rom. 6:23). The
end result, if one does not repent, is to “be punished

with everlasting destruction, from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2
Thess. 1:9). Jesus described the place where the
lost will go as a place of “outer darkness” and a
“furnace of fire” where there will be “weeping and
gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 8:12; 13:42). The only
way that people can be content in their sin is that
they do not appreciate the severity of the punishment that awaits. If they do not want to correct their
sin, they will not respond to the gospel.
They must be willing to do whatever the Lord
requires of them – Jesus is “the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:9).
Unfortunately, Jesus said there are many who call
Him, “Lord, Lord,” but do not do what He has said
(Luke 6:46). Many people get to this point in their
response to the gospel and then turn away. Rather
than doing what Peter told the crowd on the day of
Pentecost – “Repent and be baptized” (Acts 2:38) –
they want to do/believe/say whatever they think is
right, whatever their parents did, or whatever their
denominational preacher taught them. Jesus said we
must believe, repent, confess, and be baptized in
order to be saved (John 8:24; Luke 13:3, 5; Matt.
10:32; Mark 16:16). This is what the apostles also
taught to hearers after the church was established –
belief, repentance, confession and baptism. This is
what we must do today – believe (Heb. 11:6; Rom.
10:9-10), repent (Acts 17:30; Rom. 6:6), confess
(Rom. 10:17) and be baptized (Mk. 16:15, Rom.
6:3-4; 1 Pet. 3:21). However, if people are not willing to do whatever the Lord requires of them, they
will not respond to the gospel through obedience.

On the day of Pentecost, “three thousand souls”
heard the gospel preached, “received [the] word
[and] were baptized” (Acts 2:41). They displayed
the characteristics that were necessary to make
them receptive to the gospel. If people are to be
converted today, they must have these same characteristics. None of them are optional. If people do
not have these characteristics, we must work to
develop them in those that we teach if we hope to
convert them.
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C h u r c h N e w s a n d Vi e w s
NEW MEMBERS
DEAR VISITOR, we gladly welcome you to
the worship service of New Golden Hts.
Church of Christ, trusting that if you are seeking Christ you will find Him here. Because we
are concerned about where you will spend
eternity, we encourage you to do any or all
of the following:
 Enroll in our free Bible Correspondence

Course. Study the Bible in the privacy of
your home; ask any Bible question at any
time; receive a certificate upon completion
of the course. Check the appropriate box
on your visitor’s card.
 Request a private, individualized Bible class
in your home or at the church building. This
class is free of any charge or obligation.
 Visit our website for information about the
church of Christ and listen to sermons.
 Worship with us again soon—and often.

Linda Murphy
(Placed Membership: Jan. 8, 2017)

Ebonie Moore
Kayla Rhone
(Baptized: Jan. 15, 2017)

Brian Tipton
(Baptized: Jan. 17, 2017)

Alexander Vickers
Cyan Vickers
(Baptized: Jan. 22, 2017)

“I will therefore that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy
hands without wrath and doubting.” (1 Tim. 2:8)

Young Ladies
Mentoring
Parents, make sure that your
daughters participate in our Young
Ladies’ Mentoring Program that meets on the
first and third Saturday each month at 9:00AM.
The program is designed for young girls and
teens. Bible classes and hands-on home economics lessons are included. Plan for your
daughter to be in attendance. See Sis. Ethel
Bess if you have questions.

Call if a ride is needed for Sunday AM,
Sunday PM or Wednesday PM
954-599-9195 (Elijah Thompson) or
954-591-3140 (James Franklin)
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This Week’s
Happenings At A Glance
Sick Ministry (7:00PM) ............................ Jan. 30
Prayer Service (7:00PM) ...................... Feb. 1

Search & Rescue Ministry (7:00PM) .... Feb. 3
Home Economics Class (9:00AM) ........ Feb. 5

“Lord, He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick”
(John 11:3)

Shut-In:
View the Golden Heights world-wide
television program:

EACH
SATURDAY
7:00AM—7:30AM
on WORD network

7:30AM — 1st and 3rd Sundays
8:30AM — 2nd and 4th Sundays

12:30PM — Sunday—Wednesday, Friday
6:00PM — Saturdays

Charles Davis, Camille Ewers, Paul Frances,
Martha Moore, Ermine Mullins, Joyce Parrish,
Marion Williams, Lillie Jackson

Prayer Requests:
Bobby Ace, Barbara Adams, Sharon Berrian, Ethel
Bess, Laura Blidge, Louise Bowman, Richard Brazil,
Raf Campbell, Charlie Crawford, Arnetta Cross,
Ron Cullingford, Brooklyn Delancy, Aletha
Denmark, Kristin Dicks, Felisha Downer, Donna
Eacho, Sharon Eason, Nelzene Edwards, Loerine
Ellis, Bessie Everitt, Phillip Everett, Linda Green,
Hanley Freeman, Cora Hargrett, Dudley Hill, Joe
Holland, Vernon Holland, Lois Hutchison, Jacquelyn
Irvin, Veanna Irvin, Brad Johnson, Becky Johnson,
Catie Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Louis Johnson,
Chicago, Jones, Annie Lee, Kevin Larkins, Nancy
Logan, Mary Lyons, Elouise Mash, Suzanna
Middleton, Sharon Monroe, Willie Mae Morris,
Jennifer Neita, Jimmy Newson, Rosie Newson,
Dianjalo Parrish, Johnny Richardson, Shay Roache,
Deotha Roby, Akiko Robinson, Rachel Scoggins,
Shirley Seays, Richard & Jean Sherman, Maxine
Smith, Yvonne Stokes, Linda Stokes, Rosemary
Strachan, Brandi Stroman, Alexander (Joe) Sutton,
Ernest & Mae Thomas, Samantha Tobias, Rolinne
Trompe, Roosevelt Tukes, Lewis & Jean Truttling,
Johnnie P. Walker, Johnni Walker, Lillie Walker,
Lucille Walker, Michael Ward, Ray Watson, Joshua
Webb, Marie Webb, Ranspord Webley, Annie
Williams, Betty Williams, Charles Williams, Jackie
Williams
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“We Come Into This House To Worship Him”
(John 4:24)

Month of JANUARY
MORNING

Announcements

EVENING

Reginald Johnson

Reginald Johnson

Prayer

Willie Hamilton

Glenn Barbee

Scripture (Reading

Raymond Thompson

Raymond Thompson

Sermons

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Call To Obedience

Counselors: K. Hutchison / J. West
C. Jean / W. Hamilton

Confessions /Prayer Petitions

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

Offering (1 Cor. 16:1,2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)

AM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
(1) Left, J. Franklin
(2) Left, D. Stokes
(3) Left, T. Harris
(4) Left, M. Strong
(1) Right, B. Byrd
(2) Right, L. Frazier
(3) Right, M. Hughes
(4) Right, D. Edwards
Alternate: G. Barbee

Song Leader

Song

Keith Hutchison (Officiating)

PM —Officiating: Keith Hutchison / Raymond Thompson
E. Thompson C. Jean
J. Franklin
E. Holcombe D. Stokes
T. Harris
Alternates: G. Barbee

Ministerial Announcements
Doxology

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dr. W. F. Washington

Dismissal

Elijah Thompson

Elijah Thompson

Worship and Praise Leaders

Keith Hutchison, Reginald Johnson

Ushers

Head Ushers: Tony Hugley, Booker Bess
Auditorium: Bros. T. Hugley, B. Bess, F. Williams, D. Adams,
E. Thompson, R. Johnson, J. Outler, M. Jeanty,
D. Gray, S. Wilson, D. Freeman, R. Rouse, C. Rouse
Lobby: I. Johnson, H. Penn

Hospitality Desk / Concierge

Alice George, Sharon Evans

Back Hall: D. Brooks, J. West
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B i b l e S cho o l At t enda nce R epo rt
FROM: The Education Department
CLASS
GOAL
Church Nursery
Nursery Class(2 & 3)
Kindergarten (4 & 5)
Grades 1 and 2
Grades 3 and 4
Grades 5 and 6
Grades 7 and 8
Grades 9 & 10
Grades 11 & 12
Ladies Class
Men’s Class
Sound Doctrine Class
*GOAL MET

10
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
65
30
80
Total:

January 22, 2017

ATTENDANCE
NUMBER
4
3
5
8
8
N/C
10
11
10
33
19
75

COLLECTION
GOAL
AMOUNT
$

12.00
12.00
25.00
25.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
150.00
150.00
200.00

186

$

6.00
5.00
8.50
8.50
N/C
24.00
14.00
35.00*
27.00
70.00
129.00

#1 C LAS S ES
OF TH E W EEK
AT TE ND A NCE
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 9 & 10

COLLECTION
ADULT: Sound Doctrine
YOUTH: Grades 11 & 12

$ 327.00

S ER M O N N O T E S

8

GOAL

The
Record
Speaks

Wednesday PM Bible Study
Bible School
Worship
Baptisms (2016)
Placed Membership
Visitors

300
300
1000
100

ACTUAL
01/22/17
164
184
569
78
10
8

